Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation

2017 Annual Report
Presented to the CFWF 2018 Annual Meeting
By telemeeting
Thursday, April 19, 2018

CFWF Annual Report 2017

Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation
2017 Annual Meeting
3:00pm
Tuesday, April 25, 2017
By telemeeting

AGENDA
1.

Welcome

2.

Adoption of the agenda

3.

Adoption of the minutes 2016 annual meeting

4.

Business arising from the minutes

5.

President's Report

6.

Secretary‐Treasurer's Report & Financial Statement

7.

Awards Program Report

8.

Professional Development Fund Report

9.

IFAJ Report

10.

Regional Reports

11.

Board Elections

12.

New Business

13.

Adjournment

2

CFWF Annual Report 2017

Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation
Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting
Tuesday, April 25, 2017, at 3:00pm EST
By teleconference

Present: Myrna Stark Leader, Allison Finnamore, Annemarie Pedersen, Crystal Jorgenson, Diane
Goski, Greta Chiu, Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Kelly Green, Norma Tolhurst, Owen Roberts, Trevor
Bacque, Lillian Schaer, John Morriss, Jane Robinson, David Schmidt, Shana Allen, John Greig,
Tamara Leigh, Karlie Reimer, Sharon Grose, Brad Brinkworth, Marlene Hursh, Lisa Guenther
Katelyn Laverdure, Elbert Van Donkersgoed, Gail Granger, Lyndsay Ehmen, Reg Norby, Hugh
Maynard.
1. Welcome
Crystal called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
2. Adoption of the agenda
Motion to adopt the agenda by Sharon Grose and seconded by Trevor Bacque. Carried.
3. Adoption of the minutes of the 2016 annual meeting
Motion to adopt the minutes of the 2016 annual meeting and special meeting as presented
by Tamara Leigh and seconded by Lilian Schaer. Carried.
4. Business Arising
There were three items from the 2016 minutes that were not covered by other items on the
agenda:
1. It was suggested that a meeting of regional association representatives to brainstorm
professional development at the annual conference. No action was taken.
2. A resolution was adopted for the CFWF board consider a reduction or waiver for the entry
fee for members for the annual awards program. The CFWF board considered the proposal
and decided that the awards fee should be maintained as is.
3. A question was raised about the position of FJ editor, who is appointed by the CFWF
board. It was noted that anyone who wished to fulfill the position could send an email to the
board (none received).
5. President’s Report
Crystal noted that the full report is available in the AGM report. She highlighted a couple of
items in her report and thanked the folks at Qu’anglo for the organizational aspects and
support and congratulated Owen Roberts on his presidency of IFAJ. She noted the lifetime
achievement award to David Schmidt and described the positive outcomes of the
professional development fund and how she hopes to continue to receive great applications
this upcoming year. Crystal further noted special recognition of Ed White as president of the
North American Agriculture Journalists and his recently received award.
Motion to accept the president’s report by Lilian Schaer, seconded by Trevor Bacque. Carried.
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6. Secretary‐Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement
Hugh gave a quick summary of Secretariat report and financial statement, both of which are
available in the AGM report. Hugh thanked all the board members for their service as well as
all the professional development fund trustees and judges for their time and efforts.
Membership has remained stable at around 330 in comparison with last year.
Hugh presented the financial statement and answered questions. The bank balance remains
healthy due to the generous contribution of sponsors and excellent fiscal management of the
organizing crew for the 2016 conference. CFWF currently has a surplus of $29,405 available
for cash flow and operations, and the PD Fund has $49,013 in long‐term investments. A
question was asked about the accounts receivable being so high; Hugh replied that with the
surpluses from both the Alberta and Saskatchewan conferences coming in after the financial
year‐end, it’s just the timing of the entries that makes that amount seem high in comparison.
Hugh Maynard moved to accept the 2016 Financial Statement, seconded by Owen Roberts.
Carried.
Hugh Maynard moved that Flo Johnson review the financial records for 2017, seconded by
Myrna Stark‐Leader.
Carried.

7. Awards Program Report
Johnnie Belinda Cluff provided a summary of activities, full details in the AGM report.
Notable were attempts to increase the number of entries into the awards program, which
was just shy of the five‐year average of entries (212), with a total of 206 entries. She thanked
the judges, a diverse group of five Canadian provinces and five American states, for all their
efforts and dedication to supporting journalistic excellence, as well as the sponsors without
which the CFWF awards program would not be possible.
8. Professional Development Fund Report
John Greig, chairperson of the board of trustees, summarized the PD fund report and noted
that a list of winners could be found in the report. He hopes people will continue to be
creative in their PD requests and he thanked the trustees and the judges. He closed with
optimism stating that they were continually learning and on an even keel going forward.
Hugh Maynard summarized the financial details about the Professional Development fund. In
2015, $60,000 was deposited into the fund and the plan was to spend 20,000 in
disbursements and then collect dividends to build up the total. Almost immediately, due to
the poor market, almost 5,000 in capital was lost but has been rebuilding since then and the
finances of CFWF have been strong so the Board decided to pay for PD instead of taking out
of the fund.
A question was asked about who looks after the stock portfolio; Hugh responded that it is
Brookfield Investments in Ottawa who also look after the 4‐H foundation investments and
provides a low‐cost administration fee for non‐profits. A further question on why the plan to
disburse $20,000 the first two years, even with the losses, why did CFWF pay out instead of
the PD fund? Hugh described that the strategy of the board so far has been to maintain as
much in the fund as possible, but this is reviewed annually and that it’s an ongoing decision
to be made… do we want to build it for the long‐term or spend now?
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9. IFAJ Report
Allison reported on IFAJ activities with the complete IFAJ report in the AGM report. She
congratulated Owen Roberts on his presidency and highlighted the section in her report
about CFWF sponsoring a Master Class participant from Gambia (Modou Joof). She described
the difference in the sponsoring method this year and how CFWF emulated the British Guild
in selecting the participant to be sponsored and how this made a big difference in building a
relationship with the participant. She expressed that this was a great way to do the
sponsorship.
Allison described that there had been an expression of interest from Western CFWF
members to host the IFAJ congress in 2021. The IFAJ host liaison committee has received the
expression of interest and sent her a more detailed/formalized application to fill in. A
question was posed about Turkey being listed as a possible host; Allison responded that this
had been an informal expression of interest and the consensus of the executive was that
Turkey was unlikely to host in the near future. Hugh added that there was a lot of interest in
IFAJ members to attend the CFWF conference in Quebec City and the conference organizing
committee agreed to offer the same registration rate as CFWF members. Hugh also described
how he has been beating the bushes of some development organizations in Quebec and
there has been an interest from the Union des producteurs agricoles to pay IFAJ members
from French‐speaking countries to attend the CFWF conference in Quebec City since there
will be simultaneous translation, maybe bring over Modou Joof.
Crystal Jorgenson invited Owen Roberts to share a few words about IFAJ. Owen thanked
everyone for the accolades and described how it is such a wonderful time to be involved in
IFAJ and natural as a Canadian to be involved in international organization since we are
natural exporters. Now with the whole drive to look towards the future and feeding the
world it is great to have contacts for us and our members in other countries especially Africa.
Such a great opportunity now being Canadian journalists that we can reach out to African
contacts and they can help us understand their perspective on feeding the world in the
future. He continued that everyone is taking note of how the IFAJ Global Office is pulling
things together and offering unprecedented services to the members (ex: GoToMeeting) and
he commended Allison on her representation for CFWF and her involvement in the
professional development committee and the contests.
Trevor Bacque reported on the 2017 Monsanto Bursary to attend the IFAJ Congress. The
winner was Alexis Kienlen from Alberta and she attended the IFAJ congress in South Africa.
There were 4 applicants with a good variety backgrounds and professional experience. Each
one made a compelling case for being the bursary recipient. He is hopeful for the upcoming
“crop” of CFWF’ers because there were a few names that he was unfamiliar with.
10. 2016 Conference Report
Crystal Jorgenson asked Myrna Stark‐Leader to give a short report on the 2016 conference in
Saskatoon. Myrna commented on the outstanding fundraising effort that led to a generous
surplus and stated that it was an awesome conference.
Crystal asked Hugh to give a short preview of the 2017 Conference in Quebec City from
September 28‐30th, 2017. He described that the planning was coming along nicely and that
the program is almost complete with some pre‐tours on Thursday (Bicycle tour, dinner at the
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National Assembly and farm tour somewhere); Friday will be tour day in the Beauce, Ile
d’Orleans and Quebec City Technopole (research theme). The conference part will have panel
discussions with simultaneous translation and, of course, the awards banquet. Collaboration
with ACRA is proceeding well and he also noted that Jane Robinson is doing a great job with
sponsorships and that we are reaching our funding goals. The aim is for 150 registrations
because of the ACRA members and it’s possible there will be a few international participants
as well. A conference not to miss!!!!
11. Regional Reports
Crystal Jorgenson suggested that if there were specific questions about the regional reports
to contact the regional reps. All regional reports can be found in the AGM report.
12. Board Elections:
Crystal Jorgenson asked Owen Roberts chaired the elections and Hugh Maynard provided an
explanation of the process according to the constitution.
Position
BCFWA rep
AFWA rep
SFWA rep
MFWBA rep
ECFWA rep
ECFWA rep
ACFWA rep
Western member‐at‐
large
Eastern member‐at‐large

Name
Tamara Leigh
Trevor Bacque
Myrna Stark Leader
Crystal Jorgenson
Sharon Grose
Vacant until ECFWA AGM
Allison Finnamore
Anne Cote

Nominated by
David Schmidt
Brad Brinkworth
Lisa Guenther
Kelly Green
Hugh Maynard

Hugh Maynard

Sharon Grose

Crystal Jorgenson
Reg Norby

Owen Roberts closed nominations and asked for a motion to approve the slate of
nominations presented.
Elbert Van Donkersgoed moved to accept all nominations as presented, seconded by Diane
Goski.
13. New Business
None.
14. Adjournment
Crystal Jorgenson declared the meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm EDT.
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Annual Reports
President’s Report
Prepared by Crystal Jorgenson
They say time flies like an arrow (and fruit flies like a banana). I’ve served on the CFWF board for
almost five years now, and it feels like only yesterday I was attending my first board meeting.
But as usual, the Canadian Farm Writers' Federation hums along at a steady pace, thanks to the
skillful administration provided by Hugh Maynard and his Qu’anglo team of Johnnie Belinda
Cluff, Norma Tolhurst, Julie Neal, and Chris Maynard.
I am always impressed by the dedication and energy of our volunteer CFWF board and by the
many others that make their regional associations successful and vibrant. Countless hours of
effort go into the tours, luncheons, PD events, conferences, and award programs at local and
national levels, and for that I would like to thank you. We have nearly 330 members across
Canada, and each year we see at least a third of you at the national conference (and we’d love
to see all of you this year in Winnipeg!)
Speaking of CFWF conferences, I want to applaud the organizing team of CFWF/ACRA 2017, held
in Quebec City last fall. This rare opportunity once again united us with ACRA (Association des
communicateurs et rédacteurs de l’agroalimentaire), whom we last partnered with in 1999. We
had a chance to connect with colleagues in a beautiful and historic location, and to wear really
cool translation headphones. From sugar shacks and the Plains of Abraham, to the funkiest
hospitality suite (where we tied our record for the number of farm writers in a shower/tub), it
was a conference to remember! Merci!
One of the best parts of the conference is the presentation of the Lifetime Achievement Awards,
and in 2017 we gave the honour to two deserving individuals – Jim Romahn and Hugh Maynard.
The award acknowledges contribution of outstanding and lasting importance to the Canadian
Farm Writers’ Federation, and both Jim and Hugh exceeded the award’s criteria.
Congratulations again to you both.
Among the various member opportunities is the CFWF Professional Development Fund, aimed
at assisting members and regional member associations enhance knowledge and develop
professional skills, which supported a diverse range of projects in 2017. Many thanks go to the
PD Fund Board of Trustees for their ongoing management of the program and I also want to
express a big thank‐you to the judges that share their time to help evaluate the applications.
This fund is a fantastic way for individuals and groups to further their skills and gain valuable
experiences and I hope you consider accessing the PD Fund to assist with your project.
Our members also benefit from a number of travel awards. The CFWF International Bursary
sponsored by Monsanto was presented to Alexis Kienlen (AFWA) to travel to South Africa in
2017. The IFAJ‐Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award also provides travel
support and the additional boot camp PD activities, however, there was no Canadian selected to
attend in 2017. IFAJ Congress 2019 takes place closer to home ‐ Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA,
on July 24‐31, 2019 – so get your applications in early to take advantage of the travel support!
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Speaking of future IFAJ congresses, while you may not yet have a 2023 calendar, when you do
get one, please mark down Alberta as the destination. Yup, Canada is thrilled to have been
selected to host the IFAJ once again – and for those of you with memories that stretch back to
2011, you will remember what a great success that event was when Eastern Canada played
host! Stay tuned as planning begins for this major undertaking.
I have been honoured to serve as president the last two years – I’ve learned so much about our
industry and our organization. The agricultural sector, and how we communicate about it, has
changed rapidly in the last few years – while farmers still need reliable information about
production practises, markets, public policy and consumer trends, the way they access that
information has expanded from radio and newspaper to social media and digital platforms that
fit into the palm of your hand. It creates unique and exciting opportunities for those of us
currently practising agricultural journalism and communications, and for a new generation of
farm writers.
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Lifetime Achievement Awards

Journalistic Excellence: Jim Romahn, a CFWF past president, was awarded a 2017
Lifetime Achievement Award for his long career as an agricultural journalist. He was
amongst the few daily reporters covering the farm beat when he worked for the
Kitchener‐Waterloo Record, after which he continued reporting on agriculture with the
weekly Ontario Farmer. He also worked in communications for Agriculture Canada and
was a recipient of a Michener Fellowship to encourage excellence in journalism that
serves the public interest, and which provided him a sabbatical to study issues related
to agricultural technology at the University of Guelph.

One lifer to another: John Morriss, himself one of the
2015 Lifetime Achievement recipients, presents the
same honour to Hugh Maynard at the annual
conference in Quebec City. Maynard, who has been
CFWF Secretary‐Treasurer since 1957, is also Global
Manager for the International Federation of
Agricultural Journalists. Amongst his notable
accomplishments is the establishment of a professional
development fund, bringing CFWF out of the
technological Dark Ages with online meetings and
ensuring that the drinks are always free at the
hospitality suite for the CFWF annual conference.
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Secretariat Report
Prepared by Hugh Maynard, Secretary‐Treasurer
Administration
The Secretariat lived, survived and thrived in a tumultuous 2017 year. Staff changes at Qu’anglo
Communications meant that there were two new faces helping to drive the bus, and then there
was the small matter of organizing the annual conference in Quebec City in conjunction with
ACRA – so it was a bilingual year more so than usual. Many thanks to Johnnie Belinda Cluff and
Norma Tolhurst for all their efforts to make the conference a success, and Julie Neal who got to
pinch hit on all the loose ends. Also, many thanks to Eva Larouche, who was conference co‐chair
and became ACRA president en route, for all her contributions and hard work on the
conference, as well as all the conference committee members.
The PD Fund was one of the CFWF institutions that suffered a little from the effects emanating
from the previous paragraph – just not enough time to get everything done. So, the second
round of 2016 applications rolled over into 2017 and sort of became the 2017 program. Three
applications approved at the end of 2016 were successively carried out in 2017 for total
disbursements of $4,148. The third presentation of Lifetime Achievement Awards at the annual
awards banquet in Quebec City was again a great success, with Jim Romahn and myself as the
2017 recipients. Thanks everyone for the honour.
The CFWF awards program was ably administered by Johnnie Belinda Cluff, assisted by Norma
Tolhurst, and Julie Neal started to work on the CFWF archives (another conference victim), a
project to be continued in 2018.
The CFWF Board met four times during the year via conference call, and in person on the
Thursday evening prior to the 2017 Conference in Quebec City. Membership numbers were
down slightly at 327, an apparent trend which the board will be addressing in 2018. The CFWF
Board of Directors for 2017 was:
Crystal Jorgenson
Trevor Bacque
Hugh Maynard
Anne Cote
Tamara Leigh
Myrna Stark‐Leader
Sharon Grose
Rachel Telford
Allison Finnamore

President (Manitoba)
Vice‐president (Alberta)
Secretary‐Treasurer (Eastern Member‐at‐Large)
Director (Western Member‐at‐Large)
Director (British Columbia)
Director (Saskatchewan)
Director (Eastern Canada)
Director (Eastern Canada)
Director & IFAJ rep. (Atlantic Canada)

Finances
The bank balance remains healthy due to the generous contribution of sponsors and fiscal
management of the annual conferences. The CFWF share of the 2017 surplus from the annual
conference was lower than usual as it had to be split three ways. CFWF currently has a surplus
of $21,148 available for cash flow and operations, and the PD Fund has $48,968 in long‐term
investments.
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Activities
In 2017, the CFWF Secretariat supported the Awards Program including the Lifetime
Achievement Award, the PD Fund and the Farm Journalist newsletter and e‐news, an IFAJ
representative (Allison Finnamore), and partnered with Monsanto Canada to offer the IFAJ
Congress bursary. And the annual conference in Quebec City.

Conference Planning
The conference schedule rotation adopted as ECFWA committed to taking on hosting the IFAJ
congress in 2011, has now been revised yet again to accommodate Alberta in hosting the 2023
IFAJ congress. Atlantic Canada has generously indicated that it will insert itself into the rotation
a fully fledged conference host every sixth year. Also, many thanks to the gang in Saskatchewan
who agreed to move up one year in the rotation to accommodate the designation of Alberta for
the 2023 IFAJ congress. We’re now plotted out for the next 20 years . . . or until the 2035 IFAJ
congress comes along!
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

MB
BC
EC
SK
AC
AB (IFAJ)
MB

2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031

EC
BC
SK
AC
AB
MB
EC

2032
2033
2034
2035
2036
2037
2038

BC
SK
AC
AB
MB
EC
BC
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CFWF Financial Review 2016
Comptabilité Florence Johnson Book‐keeping
99 Françoise Cuillerier
Notre Dame de L’Ile Perrot, QC J7V 9E3
March 10, 2018
To: CFWF Board of Directors.
I have been requested by Hugh Maynard, CFWF Secretary‐Treasurer, to review the financial
records of the Federation for the 2017 financial year.
I have verified the figures listed on the CFWF Financial Statement by comparing:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Accounts Receivable and Payable against figures listed.
Proved the Bank Reconciliation.
Made a spot check of several of the larger invoices as verification of the amounts
paid.
Verified bank statement debit and credit entries against the invoices and deposits
and to the general ledger.

When comparing the bank statements to the Financial Statement, I found both the income and
expenses on the Financial Statement matched the figures listed. When comparing the overall
amounts listed with previous years, most items were in line with the normal level of variance
with the following items of note:
Income

Expenses

Conference income ($55,230) was considerably higher due to the 2017
conference being held in Quebec for which CFWF collected the registration fees
and a portion of the sponsorships on behalf of ECFWA and ACRA.
Conference expenses ($50,230) were considerably higher due to the 2017
conference being held in Quebec for which CFWF paid expenses on behalf of
ECFWA and ACRA (as per the conference income received).
The Professional Development awards ($4,148) were paid out of operating
funds rather than from the Professional Development Fund, as per a decision of
the Board of Directors.

Generally, the financial records were in good order and sufficient to complete the review.
Sincerely,

Florence Timms‐Johnson
Book‐keeper
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CFWF Financial Statement 2017 ‐ OPERATIONS
2016

2017

INCOME
Awards

Memberships
Interest
Other

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,403
10,000
2,500
0
10,000
19,429
10,050
0
5,126

$ 3,718
$ 9,200
$ 2,500
$
0
$ 50,230
$ 7,089
$ 8,762
$
0
$ 5,100

TOTAL INCOME

$ 60,508

$ 86,599

$ 6,800
$
575
$ 2,874
$ 1,572
$ 2,000
$
943
$
361
$ 2,100
$ 8,700
$ 2,500
$ 14,674
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 3,995
$ 2,471
$ 4,130

$ 6,800
$
975
$ 2,874
$ 1,406
$ 4,148
$
742
$ 1,662
$ 1,900
$ 8,100
$ 2,500
$ 50,230
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 3,668
$ 5,123
$ 2,395

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 55,695

$ 94,523

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

$

$ (7,924)

Conference

Fees
Sponsors
IFAJ Bursary
Registrations
Sponsors
Other

EXPENSES
Administration

Prof. Development
Awards

Conference
Farm Journalist
IFAJ

Admin‐Coordinate
Secretariat
Insurance
Other
PD Fund
Administration
Certificates
Judging
Prizes
IFAJ Bursary
Expenses
Honorarium
Travel
Fees
Congress rep.
Other

4,813
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CFWF Financial Statement 2017– PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND
2016

Opening balance

2017

$ 45,642

$ 49,013

Interest
Dividends

$
$

317
4,679

$
$

227
1,766

TOTAL INCOME

$

4,996

$

1,993

$

0

$

0

TOTAL EXPENSES

$

0

$

0

Sub‐total

$ 50,638

$ 51,006

$ (1,625)

$ (2,038)

$ 49,013

$ 48,968

INCOME

EXPENSES
Disbursements

PD projects

ADJUSTMENTS
Investments

BALANCE

Gains (Losses)
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CFWF Balance Sheet ‐ 2016
2016

2017

$ 9,464
$ 18,015
$
20
________
$ 27,499

$ 8,010
$ 10,417
$
20
________
$ 18,447

$ 49,013
________
$ 49,013

$ 48,968
________
$ 48,968

$ 76,512

$ 67,415

$
33
$ 1,049
________
$ 1,082

$
0
$ (2,951)
________
$ (2,951)

$ 1,625
________
$ 1,625
________
$ 2,707

$ 4,485
________
$ 4,485
________
$ 1,534

Total Equity

$ 16,296
$ 52,696
$ 4,813
________
$ 73,805

$ 16,296
$ 57,509
$ (7,924)
_______
$ 65,881

Total Liabilities & Equity

$ 76,512

$ 67,415

ASSETS
Current assets
Chequing
Accounts receivable
Undeposited funds
Total current assets
Investment assets
PD Fund
Total investment assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Current liabilities
Accounts payable
Other Liabilities
Total current liabilities
Investment liabilities
PD Fund
Total Investment Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Equity
Opening balance
Retained earnings
Net income
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Awards Program Report
prepared by Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Awards Program Coordinator
The 2017 CFWF awards were presented ‘dans la ville de Québec’ this year with an audience of
not only CFWF colleagues but of our Francophone friends from l’Association des
communicateurs et rédacteurs de l’agroalimentaire (ACRA). I think I can say the event was a
great big OUI! The presentation was a success and that the astounding accolades were
celebrated with much dancing to the bodacious beats of the GMO’s for the rest of the evening.
Gold, silver, and bronze awards were presented for each of the 14 categories with a total of 42
awards being presented. There were 199 entries in total this year, compared to 206 in 2016. The
highest number of entries was in the Technical Feature category with 41 entries and the lowest
was the Electronic Media‐Audio with only 6 entries. 25 judges were recruited from across
Canada, the United States, the U.K., and Australia. These judges included journalists,
photographers, professors, farmers and communicators from different media and publications,
and a mix of agricultural and non‐agricultural backgrounds.
All entries for the contest are now submitted online by individuals or as group submissions
(frequently editors or managers submitting larger groups of entries). The entries are then
reviewed for criteria (eligible dates, proof of publication, relevancy to the category) and then
coded so the judges receive blind entries for evaluation. Using a blind judging system allows for
a fair and unbiased evaluation as well as for the possibility of entries from companies who are
also sponsors. There were several inquiries this year about this aspect, so I believe it is
important to note for future reference.
Another perk of CFWF membership and entering the CFWF contests is that the winners of the
CFWF contests are reviewed for eligibility to the IFAJ contests and are automatically entered if
they meet all the criteria (dates, content). This year CFWF winners were entered into the IFAJ
Star Prize for print, video, photography categories and the new category sponsored by
Caterpillar‐ for Ag Tech Reporting. Results will be announced at the IFAJ congress in the
Netherlands on July 11th.
This year the proposed dates for the schedule of the CFWF awards program are as follows;
April 11
Letter to sponsors
May 2
Letters to judges
June 3
Entry form online
July 6
Entry deadline
July 13
Entry package to judges
Aug 12
Results back from judges
Sept 20‐22 Conference, Manitoba
Eligibility Dates for Contest: June 1, 2017, to May 31, 2018
As mentioned, a total of 42 prizes were awarded this year (no ties!) with the final amount of
prize dollars given amounting to $8,100. First place winners receive $300, second place $200
and third place receives $100. CFWF offers its judges an honorarium for their time to judge our
entries for the contest. The amount offered is based on a sliding scale and the number of entries
they will judge. Some judges are evaluating upwards of 30+ entries so the scale reflects the
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amount of time anticipated to provide the quality service that we receive. The judging
honorarium is awarded as follows:
Fewer than 10 entries = $50
From 10 to 29 = $100
From 30 to 49 = $150
50 or more = $200
The total amount that was paid out in honorariums this year was $1,900. Not all judges accept
the honorarium and they donate their time to CFWF. We are grateful to all the judges for their
time and skill that they share. Judges also take the time to provide feedback for almost all
entries and we feel that this is one of the strengths and benefits of our awards program
encouraging professional development and growth. All participants receive the feedback from
the judges after the awards.
In 2017 there were 3 categories that only had one judge (instead of 2) and 3 categories that did
not have a sponsor. As always, we are extremely grateful to all our sponsors and judges,
however, it seems increasingly difficult to recruit the support needed to offer the program.
Suggestions of judges and sponsors are always welcome. The awards categories with judges and
sponsors for 2017 are listed below.
As the award season begins it is time to commence the search for more participation and
enthusiasm for the CFWF awards program. We encourage everyone to send in their entries and
recommend colleagues for their great work! Seeing the amazing quality of work and dedication
that comes from our members and the agriculture industry has been an amazing experience and
I look forward to another year!
Good as Gold 1: Thérèse Beaulieu from

Dairy Farmers of Canada presents the
Gold Certificate for the Jack McPherson
Award, Electronic Media – Visual, to
Tracey Feist for her video submission
“On the Road to Better” produced by
the United Farmers of Alberta
Cooperative Ltd.
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CFWF Awards Program 2017
Founding Patron
Monsanto Canada
Sponsors and Judges by category
Electronic Media – Visual The Jack McPherson Award
Sponsor: Dairy Farmers of Canada
Judges: Scott Swanson, North Dakota State University
Bruce Sundeen, Electronic Media Specialist, North Dakota State University
Electronic Media – Audio The Tom Leach Award
NO SPONSOR
Judges: Donna McElligott, CBC
Pete Lewis, Freelancer, Way With Words
News Release The Alice Switzer Award
Sponsor: UFA Cooperative Ltd.
Judges: Tim Cook, Deputy Bureau Chief, Western Canada, The Canadian Press
Jane Craigie,Owner, Jane Craigie Marketing
General Periodical The Felix Schmaltz Award
Sponsor: AdFarm
Judges Marty Brett, Senior Communications Officer, Chicken Farmers Canada
Holly Spangler, Editor, Prairie Farmer
Technical FeatureThe Peter Lewington Award
Sponsor: Chicken Farmers of Canada
Judges: Frederic Marcoux, Dairy farmer, Ferme Philippe Marcoux; President, UPA Nouvelle
Beauce
Ben Potter, Penton Media/Farm Features
Press ColumnThe Frank Jacobs Award
Sponsor: Glacier Farm Media
Judges: Jeff Caldwell, PR/Content Specialist, Meyocks Group
John Muggeridge, Writing Services, Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
Press Editorial The O.R. Evans Award
Sponsor: Richardson
Judge: Terry Stevenson Communications Manager, Southern Cooperative Services
Press Feature The Dick Beamish Award
Sponsor: Monsanto Canada
Judges: Mark Cripps, Senior Communications Advisor, Office of the Hon. Bill Mauro, Minister of
Municipal Affairs, Government of Ontario
Wayne Larsen, Adjunct Professor Department of Journalism, Concordia University
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Monthly Press Reporting The Jack Cram Award
Sponsor: Investment Agriculture Foundation of British Columbia
Judges: Gregg Hillyer, Editor in Chief, DTN/The Progressive Farmer
Gil Gullickson, Crops Technology Editor, Successful Farming
Weekly Press Reporting The Q.H. Martinson Award
Sponsor: Canadian Seed Growers’ Association
Judges: Kelly Daynard, Executive Director, Farm and Food Care Ontario
Andy Walker, Editor, Island Farmer
Daily Press Reporting The C.B. Fairbairn Award
NO SPONSOR
Judges: Tom Button, Editor, Country Guide
Neil Haesler, Retired Deputy Editor, Postmedia Inc.; Journalism Instructor, Carleton
University
World Wide Website The Henry Heald Award
NO SPONSOR
Judge: Sarah Andrewes, Vice President, Hill+Knowlton Strategies Canada
Feature Photograph The Don Baron Award
Sponsor: Bayer CropScience Inc.
Judge: David Barr, Photobar Agricultural Stock Photo Library
News Photograph The John Phillips Award
Sponsor: Farms.com
Judges: Richard Buchan, Photo Editor, The Canadian Press Toronto
Fred Lum, Photographer, The Globe and Mail

Good as Gold 2: Jane Robinson from AdFarm presents
the Gold Certificate for the Felix Schmaltz, General
Periodical, to Owen Roberts for his submission
“Making an Impact” produced by the University of
Guelph.
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Professional Development Fund Report
prepared by John Greig, Chairperson, Board of Trustees
The CFWF Professional Development Fund was launched in 2015 with a mission to support
professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators for CFWF members.
The PD Fund is the legacy of a lot of hard work by volunteers and generous contributions by
sponsors who, over the years enabled CFWF to generate a surplus from fund‐raising activities
that can now be used to support professional development activities.
The fund defines professional development as an activity that enhances the knowledge of the
profession and/or contributes to the development of a person’s professional attributes, abilities,
and skills. This can be accomplished through participation in activities that relate to agricultural
journalism or communications including areas such as research, educational programs,
conferences, workshops, and exchanges.
The second year of the PD Fund (2016) stretched into the third year (2017) as submissions were
slow and so a second round of applications was solicited. This meant that only one project was
funded in 2016 and the three submissions from the second round effectively became the 2017
projects. To date, a total of $15,510 has been disbursed to a total of nine recipients, with $9,362
being paid from the fund and $6,148 contributed from the general CFWF surplus.
Applications for 2018 are currently being solicited with the deadline being April 27, 2018.
While the fund had started to recover from the disappointing stock market results for 2015, the
improved returns for 2016 were mitigated by a mediocre 2017. The disappointing returns from
the funds investments have been offset by the capacity of the CFWF board to make a significant
contribution. This will, however, be more limited in the future as the CFWF board has now
reduced its surplus funds as it has also been supporting a number of other initiatives over the
last few years. Given that the initial investment was modest for the goals of the PD Fund that
were established at the outset, it is important that we continue to build the capital base for
future years.
Thank you to my fellow trustees on the board for their efforts in helping to start up the fund and
contribute toward professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators –
Jane Robinson and Anne Cote – as well as the three judges who contributed their time and
expertise in evaluating the applications – Jane Robinson, Clare Wooding, and William DeKay.
Thanks to Hugh Maynard at the CFWF office for helping the board and administering the fund.
While we have established a PD Fund, and have helped out several members with their
professional development, we still need to work on solidifying the foundation for investing in
the development of our profession in the years to come.
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International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ)
By Allison Finnamore, CFWF representative to IFAJ
Many of you likely remember the fall of 2011 when IFAJ came to Canada and we showcased just
some of our country's great agriculture. But let's be real ‐ this is a huge country and there is so
much more happening in agriculture that we need to share with the world. In early 2017, Laura
Rance and Janet Kanters and I met by phone to discuss the idea of CFWF bringing IFAJ back to
Canada . They were eager to bring our international colleagues to western Canada and had an
abundance of professional development and tour ideas to explore. A more formal bid was
created and submitted to IFAJ and, during the IFAJ executive committee in the Czech Republic in
October 2017, the bid to host IFAJ in 2021 was approved.
There was, however, some subsequent discussion with the CFWF sister organization in Australia,
which had also made a bid to host the congress. After consulting with Laura and Janet and
discussions with the CFWF board, it was agreed Canada would host in the congress in 2023
instead. Organizers will be looking to CFWF members from across the country to mobilize
planning in the months to come.
As for nearer‐term congresses, the Netherlands is hosting IFAJ July 11‐14, 2018 and the United
States will host in 2019; Denmark in 2020; Australia in 2021; Switzerland in 2022. All CFWF
members should receive the IFAJ notices and there are often notices about upcoming press
tours and other similar opportunities for travel.
Meetings
The IFAJ executive continue to meet via GoToMeeting approximately every three months. The
online platform provides the opportunity for many member countries who we typically don't
hear from to join in the conversation about the organization, which is a definite benefit. The
platform is also available to IFAJ committees, as well as to other farm writer groups like CFWF.
Elections
As per the IFAJ rules, presidium elections will be held at the IFAJ Congress in the Netherlands.
CFWF Senator Owen Roberts has completed one term as IFAJ President and has the opportunity
to stand for re‐election.
Code of Conduct
The IFAJ vice‐president, Lena Johannson led an ad hoc committee to prepare a code of conduct
for participating in IFAJ events. The document is in its final stages and will soon be with the
executive committee for review.
Professional Development
The IFAJ Young Leaders program continues, as does the Master Class program which brings ag
journalists from developing countries to the congress. Another Exposure‐4‐Development tour
may be held later this year. I am co‐ordinating the contest again this year, so I'm in the midst of
getting the 87 images organized to send to my three judges. I'll then compile the results, work it
out with the judges if we have any ties, and send the results to the Global Office in advance of
the 2018 congress.
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IFAJ Foundation
The IFAJ executive, led by the Presidium, is exploring establishing a foundation. That would
mean moving the federation to charity status. The concept is still being developed and the
Presidium is working to finalize a proposal. Within IFAJ and the actual bones of the group, the
Presidium and Global Office, on approval from the executive, have been working on the process
of setting IFAJ up as a charity and establishing an IFAJ Foundation.
As you can imagine, charitable status with a global organization is complicated, especially when
deciding a country for being the headquarters. Rules vary greatly by countries. A charity,
however, would open the door for funding outreach activities and be an incentive to sponsors.
Management would by a set of trustees who would report to the executive and the delegate
assembly. A full proposal will be ready for the executive meeting we'll have at the congress in
the Netherlands ‐ and the executive is expected to receive details in advance of that meeting.
Please contact me if you have questions.
Committees
For several years, I've chaired the IFAJ Professional Development Committee, however, in early
2018, I made the switch to the Finance Committee. As IFAJ works through the process of
establishing a foundation and reaching related decisions, the Presidium felt some fresh ideas on
the committee would contribute to the discussion.
There are always opportunities to connect, participate and get involved with IFAJ. If you have
questions, comments, or ideas, I would love to hear them. Contact me anytime at
allison@finnamore.ca.

Canadians at the 2017 IFAJ Congress in South Africa: (back row, L to R) Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Owen
Roberts, Walter Grose; (middle row) Hugh Maynard, Kelly Daynard; (front row) Lilian Schaer, Allison
Finnamore, Alexis Kienlen, Modou Joof (from The Gambia), Sharon Grose, Anne Cote, Rebecca Grose.
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Regional Reports
British Columbia Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Tamara Leigh, BCFWA Representative
The BC Farm Writers are ramping up to host CFWF 2019. Our membership currently includes 20
paid members, two life members and 1 honorary membership.
This year David Schmidt continued his awards streak as the recipient of the “Champion of
Agriculture” Award at the Pacific Agriculture Show Gala Dinner. The award recognizes his career
of over 35 years in agriculture communications and journalism.
“It’s an incredible honour to receive an award for something you enjoy doing. It’s particularly
rewarding to receive this award from a room filled with the leaders of the BC agricultural
industry as I have always written FOR agriculture as much as ABOUT agriculture,” says Schmidt.
Once again, the BCFWA AGM took place on the Friday of the Pacific Agriculture Show in January.
This year we hosted a panel discussion about the changing face of media and increasing digital
dependency. Cathy Glover, editor and publisher of Country Life in BC, Tars Cheema, new owner
and editor of BC Holstein News, and Cecilia Ho from BC Dairy shared their insights and strategies
in a session hosted by BCFWA President, Trevor Hargreaves.
Every year the BCFWA awards the Tom Armstrong Bursary to a deserving student in agriculture
or journalism studies. This year, the committee awarded the $1,000 bursary to Angeli Deli Rosa,
a student at Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
At the board level, Tamara Leigh stepped down this year after being appointed to the BC Farm
Industry Review Board. Her departure left two vacancies, creating space for some new faces and
ideas around the board table. Cecilia Ho has stepped into the role of Social Media Director, and
Myrna Stark Leader will switch chairs at the CFWF Board to represent BC after her move from
Saskatchewan.
The BCFWA executive for 2018:
President – Trevor Hargreaves, BC Dairy
Vice President – Cheryl Davie, BC Chicken Marketing Board
Treasurer – David Schmidt, Country Life in BC
Secretary – Ronda Payne, Girl With a Pen
Social Media Director ‐ Cecilia Ho, BC Dairy
CFWF Representative – Myrna Stark Leader, Independent writer, communicator, media relations
specialist
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Alberta Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Janet Kanters, Secretary‐Treasurer
In June 2017, the AFWA hosted a successful tour and AGM, organized by co‐chairs Dianne
Finstad and Jennifer Blair, in the Red Deer area. Our annual tour and AGM is the highlight of our
year, and the co‐chairs certainly delivered, with over 30 AFWA members taking part. We visited:
Nixon Honey, Gisler Boer Goats, Daines Ranch, Edgar Farms, Red Shed Malting, Yff Dairy, Jungle
Farm and the Alberta Pork Congress and Urban Farm at Westerner Park in Red Deer. Sponsors
for our annual tour included ATB Financial, Alberta Beef Producers, Glacier Farm Media, and
Alberta Milk.
One of the highlights during the 2017 tour/AGM was presenting long‐time AFWA member Reg
Norby with an Honorary Life Membership. Congratulations Reg! Reg joins other illustrious AFWA
Honorary Life Members, including Ross Halseth, Jack Howell, Janet Kanters, Ron McCullough, Bill
Owen, and Ric Swihart.

It’s been an honour! Jack Howell bestows Reg Norby with an AFWA Honorary Life Membership in 2017.

In 2017, we launched the inaugural AFWA National Conference Bursary with the objective to
encourage and support professional development for members of the AFWA by assisting them
in attending the CFWF National Conference. Laura Thygesen was the successful recipient of the
bursary and we were glad she was able to attend CFWF 2017 in Quebec City.
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In January 2018, about 15 farm writers met in Edmonton during FarmTech to socialize and to
begin planning the 2018 tour and AGM, which goes June 13‐15. Co‐chairs Tracey Feist and
Trevor Bacque are planning the tour.
For 2018, we are trying once again to get an official executive board up and running to assist
with current and future initiatives.
Our 2018 board includes:
President: Tracey Feist
Past President: Dianne Finstad
Secretary‐Treasurer: Janet Kanters
Director: Trevor Bacque
Director: Cole Christensen
Director: Karlee Conway
Director: Alexis Kienlen
Alberta’s farm writer membership is holding steady, with 83 geographically scattered
individuals.
Looking to the future, the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation will host IFAJ 2023 in Alberta,
following a successful application process to the CFWF by AFWA/MFWBA members to host in
our province. AFWA members will be heavily tasked to take on much of the planning, with
considerable assistance from other provincial association members. We hope to begin initial
planning later this year.
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Saskatchewan Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Crystal Leader, CFWF representative
Highlights
SFWA provided CFWF with $15,688.16 following CFWF16 Conference.
Tours and events in Saskatoon were well received.
2017 SFWA membership was 47.
On June 2 to 3, 2017, the Sask Farm Writers toured the Unity, Wilkie, and Scott areas in west‐
central Saskatchewan. Six members attended the tour which included stops at North West
Terminal in Unity, the Scott Research Farm, Herle Seed Farm, and Jim Gerlinsky’s blacksmith
shop. Farm writers also gathered for supper at Bluez on 2nd in Unity, and stopped for lunch at
the Blue Moon Restaurant, Wilkie’s long‐running Chinese food place.

Brewing up a story 1: Lou El‐Halabi explains how to brew beer at his family's restaurant, Bluez on 2nd, in
Unity, SK. Pictured are Jack Dawes, Neil Billinger, Marlene Hursh, Helena Long, Kevin Hursh, and Lou.

Later in June, Sask Farm Writers attending Canada’s Farm Progress Show in Regina gathered for
supper. Leah Olson, president of Agricultural Manufacturers of Canada, joined members to talk
about what’s happening with Canada’s short‐line equipment manufacturers.
Several Sask Farm Writers travelled to Quebec City in the fall for the annual conference. The
SFWA also awarded a travel bursary to member Karen Morrison to help cover her costs for
attending the conference.
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Canadian Western Agribition offered members one more opportunity to meet in 2017.
Members gathered at Rebellion Brewing in Regina for snacks, drinks, and a tour of the brewery.
In January 2018, we held our AGM at Kevin and Marlene Hursh’s home in Saskatoon. The AGM
was well attended, and we elected two new people to the board.
2018 Board:
President – Lisa Guenther, Grainews and Country Guide
Vice‐President – Diane Goski, Farm Credit Canada
Past‐President – Kevin Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
Secretary and CFWF Rep – Crystal Leader, Farm Credit Canada
Treasurer – Marlene Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
Director – Neil Billinger, CJWW
Director – Alice McFarlane, CJVR FM/CK750 AM
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Manitoba Farm Writers and Broadcasters Association
Prepared by Kelly Green, President
EVENTS
Annual General Meeting (April 26, 2017): During the AGM, John Morriss was awarded the
MFWBA lifetime membership in recognition of his contribution to agriculture journalism, and to
the MFWBA and CFWF. The keynote speaker for the AGM was Patti Miller, new Chief
Commissioner of the Canadian Grain Commission.
Breakfast with Minister Eichler (May 8, 2017): Manitoba’s Minister of Agriculture, Ralph Eichler,
joined MFWBA for a hearty breakfast and a healthy discussion about key agriculture issues in
Manitoba.
Let’s Get Graphic! Effective Visual Communication Workshop (May 17, 2017): MFWBA thanks
to CFWF’s Professional Development Fund for supporting our graphic communications
workshop held at Oak Hammock Marsh. Workshop facilitator, designer, and educator, ‘Segun
Olude, provided insight into the design process and explored how writers can more effectively
work with graphical forms of communication. During the session, attendees learned about how
the use of design and visuals/graphics have changed over the years, especially with adoption of
social media. We also examined the fundamentals of effective infographics.
Market Access and Keep It Clean (October 12, 2017): During our October Lunch & Learn, Cam
Dahl from Cereals Canada discussed the importance of maintaining market access, maximum
residue limits, and how the “Keep It Clean” program, a joint initiative of the cereal, pulse and
canola sectors, supports getting timely and accurate information into the hands of farmers.
Farm Writers Festivus (December 12, 2017): Our annual MFWBA holiday get together was
hosted at One Great City Brewing Co. Not only did we have great food and tasted some new
craft brews, we also learned about the growth of Manitoba’s craft beer scene and toured the
brewing parlour with One Great City’s co‐founder.
MEMBERSHIP
Our membership for 2017 was consistent with other years. We had 62 members and five life
members.
OTHER MATTERS
The MFWBA IFAJ 2017 travel bursary to South Africa was awarded to Gail Granger with Granger
Communications. Submissions are currently open for the 2018 MFWBA IFAJ bursary to the
Netherlands. There were no submissions for the MFWBA 2017 CFWF Conference bursary to
Quebec City.
MFWBA and CAMA Manitoba continue working together to co‐promote our events and connect
our memberships. We are collaborating with CAMA and Manitoba Canola Growers Association
to co‐host a screening of Food Evolution on April 10th in Winnipeg, which is being moderated by
MFWBA member Kelvin Heppner.
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CFWF 2018: THE CHANGING FACE(S) OF AGRICULTURE
MFWBA members are busy organizing CFWF 2018 to be held in Manitoba
September 20‐22, 2018. Our numerous committees are hard at work
organizing tours, planning the opening reception, developing our PD
sessions, and formulating our member outreach plans. You’ll hear from us
very soon via email and social media. Don’t forget to Save the Date for The
Changing Face(s) of Agriculture coming to you soon at #CFWF2018. Our
registration system and sponsorship packages will be available shortly!

2017 BOARD
President: Kelly Green
Membership Chair: Kelvin Heppner
Treasurer: Gord Gilmour
Promotions Chair: Karli Reimer
Secretary: Ellen Goodman
Director: Anne Coté
Past President: Crystal Jorgenson (ex‐officio)

Team ‘Toba: the MFWBA clan gathers at the CFWF 2017 Awards Banquet in Quebec City
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He’s a lifer: John Morriss awarded the MFWBA Lifetime Membership Award, presented by
Shannon Van Raes. John, “Thank You!” for all you’ve done.
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Eastern Canadian Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Rachel Telford, 2nd Vice President
The focus of the ECFWA board over the past year has been to provide more value for our
regional members and to increase our reach within the agriculture community to build our
membership.
The 2017 ECFWA AGM, Innovation in Niagara, was held at the Vineland Research Station in May.
About 30 people attended the event which included a presentation by Debbie Zimmerman from
Grape Growers of Ontario, a tour with researchers highlighting some of the vegetable and
flower research they are doing at the research station, and a tour and tasting at the nearby
Dillon’s Small Batch Distillery.
In September 2017, ECFWA was pleased to host this year’s CFWF conference in Quebec City. It
was a unique opportunity to hold a bilingual event in conjunction with l’Association des
communicateurs et rédacteurs de l’agroalimentaire (ACRA) and a record attendance was seen at
the conference. A special thank‐you to the organizing committee led by Hugh Maynard, Johnnie
Belinda Cluff, and Eva Larouche. We would also like to congratulate Jim Romahn and Hugh
Maynard on their Lifetime Achievement awards presented during the awards banquet at the
conference. ECFWA offers a bursary to help one member attend the CFWF conference; the 2017
recipient was Lisa McLean.
In November 2017, ECFWA held a professional development session on how to create a podcast.
Wendell Schumm, creator of the Ontario AgCast, explained how he got into podcasting and
described how he uses his podcast to address current issues within the agricultural industry.
Mark Carter, web coordinator for Grain Farmers of Ontario, helped participants understand the
equipment needed to create a podcast and offered tips on how to get the most out of an
inexpensive set‐up. The podcast session was followed by a tour of Wallenstein Feed & Supply
and their new Mill 4. The event was attended by 30 members and another five participated via
Go To Meeting.
Over the past year, ECFWA also hosted four event socials. These casual meet‐ups for lunch or
dinner are held during other events that members are already attending and provide an
opportunity for our members to network. They also help us meet those new to the agriculture
industry who are considering joining our association. Event socials were held during Canada’s
Outdoor Farm Show, the International Plowing Match, London Farm Show, and Ottawa Valley
Farm Show. About 10 people attended each event and we had six new members join as a result
of connections made during these event socials.
The 2017/2018 Board included:
Sharon Grose, President
Meaghan Ryersee, 1st Vice President
Rachel Telford, 2nd Vice President
Mary Feldskov, Secretary‐Treasurer
Erin Calhoun, Communications Coordinator

Suzanne Atkinson, Director
Courtney Denard, Director
Greta Chiu, Director
Kelsey Johnson, Director
Maggie Van Camp, Director
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Sticky topic: Mélanie Lagacé, Association des communicateurs et rédacteurs de l’agroalimentaire (ACRA)
vice‐president, and Sharon Grose, Eastern Canadian Farm Writers Association (ECFWA) president, rolled
some maple syrup in trays of snow to make maple taffy to sample. Only the second time in CFWF history
Quebec and Ontario have cohosted CFWF annual conference event.

Lots of room at the inn: ECFWA has been hosting regional social gatherings across the province. It has
been a great way to introduce potential new members to the group. This group gathered for supper after
the Ottawa Farm Show. We even had a farm writer from the west join the event. We have had a couple of
new members join ECFWA following each regional event.
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Atlantic Canada Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Trudy Kelly Forsythe, President
Our current executive consists of Andy Walker, past president; Trudy Kelly Forsythe, president;
Allison Finnamore, vice president; and Wayne Rile, treasurer.
Members of the Atlantic Canada Farm Writers Association met May 10 in Prince Edward Island
for farm tours, socializing and an annual meeting. The event began with a tour of Atlantic Beef
Products for one of the most comprehensive abattoir tours we've ever experienced.
Incorporated in 2003, Atlantic Beef Products is federally inspected by the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency, ensuring the highest quality and safety. With a shared objective of a strong
local beef industry, Atlantic Beef Products is the culmination of the vision, dedication and
cooperation of cattle farmers, the beef industry and federal and provincial governments
working together towards a growing contribution to the Atlantic Canada economy.
We then headed to Cassialane Holsteins and Derwin Clow's dairy farm. Derwin, Janet and Evan
Clow are the owner operators of a farm that has been in the Clow family for generations. The
Clows recently built a new dairy barn that incorporates technology and cow comfort into a
modern design that allows the family to closely monitor the cows. The barn features seven
cameras and an iPhone app that allows Derwin to tune in to any one of the cameras at any time.
Cows can roam in the barn and they have also been outfitted with the latest technology that
monitors movement and feed intake.
Finally, we visited Willard Waugh and Sons potato operation, near Summerside. The Waugh
family began farming more than 75 years ago. Willard's sons Gordon, Ronald and Allan, along
with grandson Andrew, are now continuing the Waugh family tradition. Environmental
stewardship has been a long‐time priority on the Waugh farm. Their many efforts to protect soil
quality on their farm and rented properties include terracing, grassed waterways, strip cropping
and minimum and reduced tillage. They grow over 500 acres of potatoes along with crops of
cereals and forages.
The ACFWA is now planning its annual farm tours and meeting in New Brunswick on May 11.

Another load of PEI potatoes: ACFWA
members Wayne Riley and Andy Walker chat
with Willard Waugh (centre) during the
ACFWA spring tour in PEI.
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ACFWA in Quebec: members Allison Finnamore, Trudy Kelly Forsythe, Wayne Riley, and Kim Waalderbos
attended the annual CFWF conference in Quebec City.
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The Last Word

MFWBA Festivus at One Great City Brewing Co.

Brewing up a story 2: a prominent trend amongst farm writer tours is a stop at a microbrewery . . . not
sure how many stories actually get written as a result of these serious and in‐depth investigative visits, but
a good time is always had by all!
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