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Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation
Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting
Tuesday, April 19, 20187, at 3:00pm EST
By telemeeting
Present: Leeann Minogue, Clare Stanfield, Karli Reimer, Kelly Green, Glenn Powell, John Greig, Cole
Christensen, Reg Norby, John Morriss, Clare Wooding, Barb Glen, Trevor Bacque, Marlene Hursh,
Myrna Stark Leader, Rachel Telford, Jane Robinson, Annemarie Pedersen, Karen Briere, Janet Kanters,
Glenn Powell, Andy Walker, Mary Feldskov, Crystal Jorgenson, Neil Macmillan, David Schmidt, Allison
Finnamore, Reg Norby, Sharon Grose, Julie Neal, Andy Walker, Neil Macmillan, Dave Schmidt, Mary
Feldskov, Jane Robinson, Terry Andryo , Owen Roberts, Hugh Maynard, Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Norma
Tolhurst.
1. Welcome
Crystal called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
2. Adoption of the agenda
Motion to adopt the agenda by Trevor Bacque and seconded by Clare Wooding. Carried.
3. Adoption of the minutes of the 2017 annual meeting
Correction noted on the date of the minutes.
Motion to adopt the minutes of the 2017 annual meeting as amended by Sharon Grose and
seconded by Clare Stanfield. Carried.
4. Business Arising
None.
5. President’s Report
Crystal Jorgenson highlighted volunteer week and her appreciation for everyone who volunteers
for the organization. She noted that CFWF consistently has over 300 members and one third of
them show up each year to the annual conference. She thanked the CFWF/ACRA team for the
conference in Quebec City and noted the Lifetime Achievement Awards to Jim Romahn and Hugh
Maynard. She reflected on the awards program and the professional development fund as well as
the international bursaries available through CFWF and IFAJ. She noted that CFWF will be hosting
the 2023 IFAJ congress in Calgary, Alberta and thanked the Alberta crew for taking on the task.
Finally, she said she had been honored to serve as president the last two years and learned a lot
about the exciting opportunities for those currently practicing agricultural journalism and
communications, and for the next generation of farm writers.
Motion to accept the president’s report, moved by Reg Norby and seconded by Allison Finnamore.
Carried.
6. Secretary‐Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement
Hugh gave a quick summary of Secretariat report and financial statement, both of which are
available in the AGM report. Hugh thanked all the board members for their service as well as all the
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professional development fund trustees and judges for their time and efforts. Membership was
down a bit to about 300 in comparison with past years. It was a bit more of a tumultuous year
given the annual conference being in Quebec so looking forward to getting “back to normal” in
2018 . He also thanked Saskatchewan for accommodation a change in the conference rotation
between provinces so that CFWF could host the IFAJ congress in Alberta in 2023.
For the financial report, Hugh noted that some of the Quebec conference money had gone through
the CFWF account as an in and out so total income and expenditures were higher than normal. The
board had budgeted for a deficit to use down some of the surplus funds including paying for the
professional development fund disbursements. He noted that the PD Fund investment had not very
well over the years and that we would be using the capital in the future to fund the program if the
market didn’t improve. He concluded by noting that the financial statement had been reviewed by
the board and was being recommended to the annual meeting.
Glenn Powell asked for an explanation of the difference between the secretariat and
administration costs, which was provided. Marlene Hursh asked about the amount for the previous
conference surplus, Hugh said he would send along the information after the meeting. Clare
Wooding asked what the final profit from the Quebec conference would be; Hugh replied it would
be about $12,000 split three ways (ACRA, ECFWA and CFWF) and potentially $3,000 for the sales
tax reimbursement once received.
Hugh Maynard moved to accept the 2017 Financial Statement, seconded by Glenn Powell. Carried.
Hugh Maynard moved that Flo Johnson review the financial records for 2017, seconded by Clare
Wooding. Carried.
7. Awards Program Report
Johnnie Belinda Cluff presented a report for the awards, details in the annual report. Reg Norby
suggested increasing the sponsorship for each category to $1,000 to generate more funds. Neil
Macmillan offered to sponsor the Tom Leech award. Other questions were around the archives and
posting of entries online, and the impact of sponsorship with the impending Monsanto‐Bayer
merger.
8. Professional Development Fund Report
John Greig, chairperson of the board of trustees, summarized the PD fund report and noted that a
list of winners could be found in the report. He hopes people will continue to be creative in their
PD requests and he thanked the trustees and the judges. He noted that to date $15,900 had been
disbursed since it’s inception. Reg Norby asked whether the fund could accept donations from
other sources (yes but no tax receipt). It was suggested that charitable status be considered as a
way to raise more funds.
9. IFAJ Report
Allison reported on IFAJ activities with the complete IFAJ report in the AGM report. She
congratulated Owen Roberts on running again as president and noted that IFAJ 2023 would be in
Calgary, Alberta. She also noted that Ashley Robinson would be attending the IFAJ congress
sponsored by the IFAJ/Alltech Young Leaders program, and that she had changed from the
professional development to the finance committee for the IFAJ executive.
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Owen Roberts mentioned that he had done a video congratulating a potential guild in Botswana as
they organized a bootcamp for agricultural journalists He noted that IFAJ is moving along well with
expansion since changing its constitution to open up freedom of the press criteria and that there
will soon be 50 countries in IFAJ. He added that Canada has taken a strong leadership role in the
organization.
Trevor Bacque noted that Jennifer Blair from Alberta had been the recipient of the Monsanto IFAJ
bursary which provides $2,500 for a CFWF member to attend the IFAJ congress.
10. Conference Reports
Hugh Maynard gave a brief summary of the 2017 Quebec City conference, details in the AGM
report. Kelly Green reported on coming up Manitoba conference at the Fort Garry Hotel in
Winnipeg from September 20‐22, 2018 under the theme the “Changing Faces of Agriculture”. She
noted there were lots of volunteers and they were currently working on some new tour ideas,
places we haven’t been to before and new PD topics to fit with the theme. Hoping by early May to
have registration up and running and website. Sponsorship committee busy.
11. Regional Reports
Crystal Jorgenson suggested that if there were specific questions about the regional reports to
contact the regional reps. All regional reports can be found in the AGM report. Neil Macmillan
commented that the BC report should read JR (Tim) Armstrong Bursary. Ontario noted they had
started hosting regional socials and it had been a good way to recruit new members. Glenn Powell
noted that the correct spelling was Eastern CANADA Farm Writers’ Association.
12. Board Elections:
Crystal Jorgenson asked Owen Roberts chaired the elections and Hugh Maynard provided an
explanation of the process according to the constitution: nominations from each region and 2 from
Eastern Canada because they have more than 100 members. 2 members at large, 1 east and 1
west. Next board meeting the officers will be elected by the board.
Position
BCFWA rep
AFWA rep
SFWA rep
MFWBA rep
ECFWA rep
ECFWA rep
ACFWA rep
Western member‐at‐
large
Eastern member‐at‐large

Name
Myrna Stark‐Leader
Trevor Bacque
Crystal Leader
Crystal Jorgenson
Sharon Grose
Vacant until ECFWA AGM
Allison Finnamore
Anne Cote

Nominated by
Tamara Leigh
Clare Stanfield
Marlene Hursh
Karli Reimer
Hugh Maynard

Hugh Maynard

Allison Finnamore

Crystal Jorgenson
Kelly Green

Owen Roberts closed nominations and asked for a motion to approve the slate of nominations
presented.
Reg Norby moved to accept all nominations as presented, seconded by Sharon Grose. Carried.

5

13. New Business
Trevor Bacque thanked Crystal Jorgenson for serving as president and how smooth things had gone
and how diligently she had worked for CFWF. Crystal Jorgenson thanked Tamara Leigh for all her
years of service to the CFWF board as she would be stepping down as a director.
14. Adjournment
Crystal Jorgenson declared the meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm EDT.
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Annual Reports
President’s Report
Prepared by Trevor Bacque
Welcome to 2019! It’s already off to a quick start for everyone involved with the Canadian Farm
Writers’ Federation (CFWF) board of directors. This past August I was chosen by CFWF to represent
the organization as its president. Thank you to everyone for putting your trust in me as I embark on
this important role. An even bigger thank you to Crystal Jorgenson for dutifully leading the
organization for the last two years.
I am currently joined by Rachel Telford as the CFWF Vice‐president. Rachel is the managing editor of
the Ontario Grain Farmer magazine, based on Ontario. With new faces this year also comes with
saying goodbye to a familiar one. Johnnie Belinda‐Cluff and her family have relocated to New Zealand
at the end of 2018. We all reluctantly let Johnnie go, although we’d gladly take her back at a moment’s
notice. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to the CFWF, Johnnie.
In case you missed it, MFWBA hosted a fantastic conference this past September. The conference also
earned the noble distinction of being the highest attended CFWF conference ever. Thank you to
Crystal and Kelly Green for treating all of us farm writers to a very memorable conference. We all
eagerly anticipate the B.C. conference, taking place September 27‐29, 2019, in New Westminster. Pre‐
tours begin Thursday, September 26th and this year’s theme is Bridging the Rural–Urban Divide.
As many of you know, Calgary has been chosen as the host for the 2023 International Federation of
Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ) congress. Conference co‐chairs have created all the pertinent
committees leads and are populating them with eager volunteers from across CFWF. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Hugh Maynard or me for more information. The congress
will take place in conjunction with an overlapping portion of the Calgary Stampede in July, the city’s
biggest annual festival. However, before Calgary 2023 is the IFAJ congress in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
To that end, we are pleased to announce that Lilian Schaer was selected as the 2019 CFWF Bayer
bursary winner. Lilian will travel to Minneapolis and learn all about the ag industry in one of the
country’s most important agricultural states.
Above all, our organization continues to hold steady with membership at around 300 agricultural
journalists and communicators. Thank you to every single CFWF member for your ongoing support of
our organization. It truly is a pleasure to work with you all and be involved with such high‐calibre
writers and communicators.
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Lifetime Achievement Award
Owen Roberts
Owen has been a dedicated member of the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation throughout his career
and has been instrumental in leading Canada to become a preeminent member of the International
Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ).
Amongst his accomplishments, Owen has been president of CFWF and is currently serving his second
term as IFAJ president, the first Canadian to hold the position. He was a moving force in generating the
legacy funds from the 2011 IFAJ congress in Canada that lead to the creation of the CFWF Professional
Development fund; today, members of CFWF can apply for financial support for individual professional
development activities they might otherwise not be able to undertake.
Outside of CFWF and IFAJ, Owen is adjunct professor in the Department of Animal Biosciences and the
research communications director at the University of Guelph. As well, he serves as editor of the
University’s research magazine. Owen created the popular student‐research writing program, Students
Promoting Awareness in Research Knowledge (SPARK), which has been running for over 25 years.
Owen holds a Bachelor of Arts (communications) from the University of Windsor, a Master of Science
(rural extension studies) from the University of Guelph and a PhD in agriculture education and
communications from Texas A&M University.

He’s a Lifer: Allison Finnamore, CFWF board member for Atlantic Canada
and IFAJ representative, presents the CFWF Lifetime Achievement Award to
Owen Roberts, the first Canadian to become president of the International
Federation of Agricultural Journalists.
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Secretariat Report
Prepared by Hugh Maynard, Secretary‐Treasurer

Administration
The Secretariat enjoyed a more ‘normal’ 2018 after the tumult of the annual conference being in
Quebec the previous year. Many thanks to the volunteers on the board and the Qu’anglo staff who
help to make things go smoothly: Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Norma Tolhurst and Alexandra Hayden, who
joined the team as summer student responsible for the awards program.
Special thanks to Johnnie Belinda who, after 15 years of working with Qu’anglo (and therefore CFWF
and IFAJ) in various capacities, moved at the end of the year with her family to New Zealand where
her husband took up a new job. Johnnie’s duties have been ably taken up by Norma and Alexandra
(who continued to work part‐time while at school and will be returning as summer student in 2019).
The main activities at the Secretariat were providing support to the board of directors, managing the
finances and office functions such as membership, communications and administering the various
awards programs (general awards, lifetime award, Bayer bursary and professional development fund).

Finances
The bank balance remains healthy due to the generous contribution of sponsors and fiscal
management of the annual conferences. The Manitoba crew did better than they expected on the
financial front, so in addition to almost record attendance and an excellent program, they managed to
contribute $10,000 to CFWF from the conference surplus. This brought the CFWF surplus back up to
$33,391 which will enable the organization to contribute to professional development activities in
2019. CFWF requires a surplus of ~$20,000 in the bank for cash flow and operations, and the board is
committed to investing amounts higher than this in programming when the additional surplus is
available..
The Professional Development Fund (PD Fund) was not so lucky, with losses on equity in the last
quarter of 2018, and the need to finance the disbursements from the fund’s capital. The PD Fund’s
capital is now $39,173, down from $48,968 in 2017 ($5,000 in bursaries and $6,411 in equity losses)
However, the picture should improve in 2019 with first quarter returns improving ($43,210) and the
CFWF board has committed to covering the bursary payments from the operating surplus.

Board of Directors
The CFWF Board met three times during the year via conference call, and in person on the Thursday
evening prior to the 2018 Conference in Winnipeg. Membership numbers rebounded nicely in 2018,
back up to their traditional level of around 330 thanks to concerted effort by regional association
secretaries to collect dues and a revised membership database to facilitate registration.
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The 2018 board of directors were:
Trevor Bacque
President (Alberta)
Rachel Telford
Vice‐president (ECFWA)
Hugh Maynard
Secretary‐Treasurer (Eastern Member‐at‐Large)
Anne Cote
Director (Western Member‐at‐Large)
Myrna Stark‐Leader
Director (British Columbia)
Crystal Jorgenson
Director (Manitoba)
Crystal Leader
Director (Saskatchewan)
Sharon Grose
Director (Eastern Canada)
Allison Finnamore
Director & IFAJ rep. (Atlantic Canada)

The annual conference schedule:
2019
BC
2020
EC
2021
SK
2022
AC
2023
AB (IFAJ)
2024
MB
2025
EC

2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032

BC
SK
AC
AB
MB
EC
BC

2033
2034
2035
2036
2037
2038
2039

SK
AC
AB
MB
EC
BC
SK

Just another CFWF board meeting: Winnipeg conferences are always an exciting place to review
the minutes of the last board meeting, especially when Elvis is chairing the proceedings.
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CFWF Financial Review 2018
Comptabilité Florence Johnson Book‐keeping
99 Françoise Cuillerier
Notre Dame de L’Ile Perrot, QC J7V 9E3
April 1, 2019
To: CFWF Board of Directors
I have been requested by Hugh Maynard, CFWF Secretary‐Treasurer, to review the financial records of
the Federation for the 2018 financial year.
I have verified the figures listed on the CFWF Financial Statement by comparing:
!.
2.
3.

Accounts Receivable and Payable against figures listed.
Proved the Bank Reconciliation.
Made a spot check of several of the larger invoices as verification of the amounts
paid.
4.
Verified bank statement debit and credit entries against the invoices and deposits
also to the general ledger.

and

Generally, the financial records were in good order and sufficient to complete the review. When
comparing the bank statements to the Financial Statement, I found both the income and expenses on
the Financial Statement matched the figures listed. When comparing the overall amounts listed with
previous years, most items were in line with the normal level of variance with the following items of
note:
Income

Expenses

There was no sponsor conference income in 2018 (‐$55,230) due to the fact that the
2018 conference was not processed through the CFWF accounts. Other conference
income ($6,887) increased due to a GST/QST rebate from the 2018 conference. Other
income in 2018 increased by $4,454 due to the Young Canada Works grant.
There was very little conference expenses in 2018 (‐$49,953) due to the fact that the
2018 conference was not processed through the CFWF accounts. Secretariat expenses
were considerably lower (‐$2,682) mainly due to lower liability insurance costs, the
costs for the IFAJ representative were less (‐$2,162) due to closer location of events,
and no contribution was made to the IFAJ bootcamp (‐$2,395).

Sincerely,

Florence Timms‐Johnson
Book‐keeper
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CFWF Financial Statement 2018 ‐ OPERATIONS
2017

2018

Memberships
Interest
Other

$ 3,718
$ 9,200
$ 2,500
$
0
$ 50,230
$ 7,089
$ 8,762
$
0
$ 5,100

$ 3,328
$ 9,200
$ 2,500
$
0
$
0
$ 13,976
$ 9,707
$
0
$ 9,554

TOTAL INCOME

$ 86,599

$ 48,265

$ 6,800
$
975
$ 2,874
$ 1,406
$ 4,148
$
742
$ 1,662
$ 1,900
$ 8,100
$ 2,500
$ 50,230
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 3,668
$ 5,123
$ 2,395

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 94,523

$ 36,355

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

$ (7,924)

$ 11,910

INCOME
Awards

Conference

Fees
Sponsors
IFAJ Bursary
Registrations
Sponsors
Other

EXPENSES
Administration

Prof. Development
Awards

Conference
Farm Journalist
IFAJ

Admin‐Coordinate
Secretariat
Insurance
Other
PD Fund
Administration
Certificates
Judging
Prizes
IFAJ Bursary
Expenses
Honorarium
Travel
Fees
Congress rep.
Other

6,800
428
792
693
5,000
146
354
2,200
8,450
2,500
277
1,000
1,000
3,754
2,961
0
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CFWF Financial Statement 2018– PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND
2017

2018

$ 49,013

$ 48,968

Interest
Dividends

$
$

227
1,766

$
$

0
6,615

TOTAL INCOME

$

1,993

$

6,615

$

0

$

5,000

TOTAL EXPENSES

$

0

$

5,000

Sub‐total

$ 51,006

$ 50,583

$ (2,038)

$ (11,411)

$ 48,968

$ 39,173

Opening balance
INCOME

EXPENSES
Disbursements

PD projects

ADJUSTMENTS
Investments

BALANCE

Gains (Losses)

13

CFWF Balance Sheet ‐ 2018
2017

2018

$ 8,101
$ 10,417
$
20
________
$ 18,447

$ 13,150
$ 14,758
$ 1,940
________
$ 29,848

$ 48,968
________
$ 48,968

$ 39,172
________
$ 39,172

$ 67,415

$ 69,020

$
0
$ (2,951)
________
$ (2,951)

$ 1,348
$ (2,494)
________
$ (2,494)

$ 4,485
________
$ 4,485
________
$ 1,534

$ (10,411)
________
$ (11,411)
________
$ (12,557)

Total Equity

$ 16,296
$ 57,509
$ (7,924)
________
$ 65,881

$ 16,296
$ 53,371
$ 11,910
_______
$ 81,577

Total Liabilities & Equity

$ 67,415

$ 69,020

ASSETS
Current assets
Chequing
Accounts receivable
Undeposited funds
Total current assets
Investment assets
PD Fund
Total investment assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Current liabilities
Accounts payable
Other Liabilities
Total current liabilities
Investment liabilities
PD Fund
Total Investment Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Equity
Opening balance
Retained earnings
Net income
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Awards Program Report
prepared by Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Awards Program Coordinator
The 2018 CFWF awards were presented at the annual conference in Winnipeg. Gold, silver, and bronze
awards were presented for each of the 14 categories with a total of 42 awards being presented. There
were 199 entries in total this year, the same as in 2017. The highest number of entries was in the
Press Feature category with 42 entries and the lowest was the Electronic Media‐Audio and World
Wide Web with only 5 entries each. 28 judges were recruited from across Canada, the United States,
the U.K., and Australia. These judges included journalists, photographers, professors, farmers and
communicators from different media and publications, and a mix of agricultural and non‐agricultural
backgrounds.
2018 Awards Entries
● Electronic Media ‐ Video: 9
● Electronic Media – Audio: 5
● News Release: 8
● General Periodical: 14
● Technical Feature: 35
● Press Column: 18
● Press Feature: 42
● Press Editorial: 13
● Monthly Press Reporting: 12
● Weekly Press Reporting: 12
● Daily Press Reporting: 8
● News Photography: 8
● Feature Photography: 6
● World Wide Web: 5
All entries for the contest are now submitted online by individuals or as group submissions (frequently
editors or managers submitting larger groups of entries). The entries are then reviewed for criteria
(eligible dates, proof of publication, relevancy to the category) and then coded so the judges receive
blind entries for evaluation. Using a blind judging system allows for a fair and unbiased evaluation as
well as for the possibility of entries from companies who are also sponsors. Another perk of CFWF
membership and entering the CFWF contests is that the winners of the CFWF contests are reviewed
for eligibility to the IFAJ contests and are automatically entered if they meet all the criteria (dates,
content).
As mentioned, a total of 42 prizes were awarded this year (no ties!) with the final amount of prize
dollars given amounting to $8,100. First place winners receive $300, second place $200 and third place
receives $100. CFWF offers its judges an honorarium for their time to judge our entries for the
contest.
As always, we are extremely grateful to all our sponsors and judges for the support and time they
contribute to the program. Special thanks to Alexandra Hayden, the CFWF summer student, who did
all of the hard work coordinating the awards program.
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CFWF Awards Program 2018
Founding Patron
Bayer Canada
Judges
Electronic Media ‐ Video
Bruce Sundeen: North Dakota State University, Electronic Media Specialist Scott
Swanson: North Dakota State University, Electronic Media Specialist
Electronic Media ‐ Audio
Donna McElligott: Journalist, Three decades with CB
Glenn Powell: Powell Communications & Consulting
News Release
Tom Henry: Editor, Small Farm Canada Magazine
Burt Rutherford: Senior editor, BEEF magazine and director, content for beefmagazine.com
General Periodical
Marty Brett: Corporate Communications Officer at Chicken Farmers of Canada
Holly Spangler: Executive Editor, Farm Progress; Editor, Prairie Farmer
Technical feature
Ben Potter: Senior Editor, Farm Futures
Loraine Lamb‐Lalonde: Co‐owner/operator at Tullochgorum Farm, Ormstown, QC
Press Column
John Muggeridge: Manager, Writing Services, Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
Chris Clayton: Ag Policy Editor for DTN/The Progressive Farmer
Press Feature
Mike Wilson: Director of Content, Farm Progress Co.
Adele Pelland: Retired PR Professional: Retired PR professional
Press Editorial
Joe Roybal: BEEF magazine, retired Editor
Terry Stevenson: Southern Co‐operative Services ‐ Communications Manager
Monthly Press Reporting
Gil Gullickson: Crops Technology Editor
Kelly Daynard: Farm & Food Care ‐ Executive Director
Weekly Press Reporting
Andy Walker: Editor Island Farmer
Elbert Van Donkersgoed
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Daily Press Reporting
Neil Haesler: Former Deputy Editor Postmedia. Currently a journalism instructor at Carleton University
Tom Button: Editor ‐ Country Guide
News Photography
Fred Lum: Photographer. Observer. Journalist, The Globe and Mail
Richard Buchan: The Canadian Press, Photo Editor
Feature Photography
David Barr: Photobar Agriculture Stock Photography
Sarah Rennie: Journalist/Photographer
World Wide Website
Sarah Andrews: Hill+Knowlton Strategies Senior Vice‐president
Replaced by Mila Jones Cann: Digital Art Director, Mila Jones Cann Art + Design

Winners
Electronic Media – Video The Jack McPherson Award
Sponsor: Dairy Farmers of Canada
Gold: Ingrid Clark, Geoff Brennan & Zak Whitford, YouTube
Innovation Ontario’s Agri‐food Sector for Today and Tomorrow
Silver: Tamara Leigh, Steffen Janzen & Travis Robb, bcagclimateaction.ca
Farm Adaptation Innovator Program: A Guide to On‐Farm Demonstration Research
Bronze: Jason Stroeve, RealAgriculture
Exploding Sprayer Myths: Is more Air Better for Air blast Sprayers
Electronic Media – Audio The Tom Leach Award
Gold: Jessica Guse, CJME.com
Calf Simulator
Silver: Jay Whetter, Canola Farmers in Canada/Canola Watch
Flea Beetle – UK challenges – Simon Knightly
Bronze: Bernard Tobin, RealAgriculture
Building Consumer Trust is Our Responsibility, says ‘Farmer Tim’
News Release The Alice Switzer Award
Sponsor: UFA Co‐operative Ltd.
Gold: Rosalie Tennison, Yahoo Finance Jiminy! There are Crickets at The Royal
Silver: Karen Lewis, Various Media
WGRF Launches ‘Field Heroes’ Awareness Campaign
Bronze: Karli Reimer, Various Media
Hey Canada: It’s Time to Soil Your Undies… Again
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General Periodical The Felix Schmaltz Award
Sponsor: Alberta Wheat Commission
Gold: Kevin Hursh & Monica Wagner, AgriSuccess,
Let’s Talk Transition
Silver: Owen Roberts, Liz Snyder & Gareth Lind, OMAFRA‐University of Guelph Research
How Sweet it is
Bronze: Rose‐Marie Repa Fortier, Graphic Novel
Mythconceptions
Technical Feature: The Peter Lewington Award
Sponsor: Chicken Farmers of Canada
Gold: Jennifer Nevans, Milk Producer
Modern Dairy Farming
Silver: Amy Hogue, Small Farm Canada
From Seed to Grass
Bronze: Jennifer Blair, Alberta Farmer Express
Still Just Taking Pretty Pictures? Drones Could be Making you Money
Press Column: The Frank Jacobs Award
Sponsor: Glacier Farm Media
Gold: Gerald Pilger, Country Guide Magazine
Winners and Losers
Silver: Brenda Schoepp, Alberta Farmers
Temper Tantrums – There’s way too much Drama on Some Farms
Bronze: Dan Needles, Small Farm Canada
Battle Scars
Press Editorial The O.R. Evans Award
Sponsor: Bayer CropScience
Gold: Kevin Hursh, The Western Producer Tax Reforms Fail to Understand Ag Sector
Silver: Brian Macleod, The Western Producer
Misleading Food Labels do Industry no Favours
Bronze: Barb Glen, The Western Producer
If Livestock Sector Fails to Police Against Abuse, Government will
Press Feature The Dick Beamish Award
Sponsor: Grain Farmers of Ontario
Gold: Trevor Bacque, GrainsWest Magazine
Prairie Gold
Silver: Sharon Laidlaw, Milk Producer,
Mental Health
Bronze: Jennifer Nevans, Milk Producer
Diversifying for Success
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Monthly Press Reporting The Jack Cram Award
Gold: Janet Kanters, Spud Smart
Potato Production and Climate Change Silver: Jay
Whetter, Country Guide Dealing with a Flush of Clubs
Bronze: Shannon VanRaes, Country Guide
The Job Ahead
Weekly Press Reporting The Q.H. Martinson Award
Sponsor: Canadian Seed Growers’ Association
Gold: Ed White, The Western Producer
Farmers Learn to get along with Grain Companies
Silver: Barbara Duckworth, The Western Producer
Navigating Brexit, What Happens Next
Bronze: Barb Glen, The Western Producer
Fire Horror Fans Anger, Rangers Focus on Rebuilding from Ashes
Bronze: Sean Pratt, The Western Producer
Grain Companies Prep for Liftoff
Daily Press Reporting The C.B. Fairbairn Award
Sponsor: The Western Producer
Gold: Rod Nickel, Michael Hirtzer & Dominique Patton, Reuters News
Canada Beats US in Pork Sales
Silver: Robin Booker, The Western Producer
Short Season Compresses Weed Battle
Bronze: Larry Pynn, Vancouver Sun
B.C. Slaughterhouse Documents Reveal Inhumane Treatment
World Wide Website The Henry Heald Award
Sponsor: Bayer CropScience
Gold: Karen Davidson, www.thegrower.org Silver:
John Greig, www.farmtario.com Bronze: Laure
Rance, www.organicbiz.ca
Feature Photograph The Don Baron Award
Gold: Rob McMorris, Grains West Magazine
From Beakers to Brewing
Silver: Barb Glen, The Western Producer
From the Ashes
Bronze: Sharon Grose, The Western Producer
Ginseng Preserved First Harvest
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News Photograph The John Phillips Award
Gold: Ronda Payne, Country Life in BC
Hot Potato
Silver: Janet Kanters, The Western Producer
Soft Landing
Bronze: Jeremy Simes, The Western Producer
We’re not Going Anywhere Farmfair Organizer

Good as Gold: Crystal Jorgenson and Kelly Green of MFWBA receiving flowers as a thank you for
their leadership and hard work on the 2018 conference in Winnipeg.
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Professional Development Fund Report
prepared by John Greig, Chairperson, Board of Trustees
The CFWF Professional Development Fund was launched in 2015 with a mission to support
professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators for CFWF members.
The PD Fund is the legacy of a lot of hard work by volunteers and generous contributions by
sponsors who, over the years enabled CFWF to generate a surplus from fund‐raising activities
that can now be used to support professional development activities.
The fund defines professional development as an activity that enhances the knowledge of the
profession and/or contributes to the development of a person’s professional attributes, abilities,
and skills. This can be accomplished through participation in activities that relate to agricultural
journalism or communications including areas such as research, educational programs,
conferences, workshops, and exchanges.
Three projects were approved in 2018 (see below). To date, a total of $20,510 has been
disbursed to a total of twelve recipients, with $14,362 being paid from the fund and $6,148
contributed from the general CFWF surplus. Applications for 2019 will open in May 2019.
The fund has struggled with inconsistent returns since its inception: improved returns for 2016
were mitigated by a mediocre 2017, and a mediocre 2017 was set back further by a lousy 2018.
The disappointing returns from the funds investments have been offset by the capacity of the
CFWF board to make a contribution towards the bursaries in order to maintain the capital base
as much as possible. Given that the initial investment was modest for the goals of the PD Fund
that were established at the outset, it is important that we continue to build the capital base for
future years.
Thank you to my fellow trustees on the board for their efforts in helping to start up the fund and
contribute toward professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators –
Jane Robinson and Anne Cote – as well as the three judges who contributed their time and
expertise in evaluating the applications – Jane Robinson, Clare Wooding, and William DeKay.
Thanks to Hugh Maynard at the CFWF office for helping the board and administering the fund.
While we have established a PD Fund and have helped out several members with their
professional development, we still need to work on solidifying the foundation for investing in
the development of our profession in the years to come.
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2018 Recipients
"Motor Rally with Russian Dairy Farmers”
Suzanne Atkinson
$1,500
Suzanne has been a regular contributor to Ontario Farmer Publications for 24 years, covering all
aspects of agricultural news in central Ontario. Previously she spent 10 years as an editor at a
now defunct, small town daily. With her husband and son, she is also a full time dairy farmer at
Rainbowsend, a 40‐cow purebred Holstein operation. She has been an active CFWF member for
about 17 years and was an ECFWA organizer of the 2007 CFWF conference in Prince Edward
County. She subsequently hosted representatives of 21 countries on the Lake Ontario tour
during the 2011 IFAJ Congress.
As a result of the 2017 activity with a Russian journalist, 50 Russian dairy farmers and processors
will visit Canada to participate in a 1,250 kilometre car rally. The event begins in Montreal and
wraps up in Niagara Falls. "Motor Rally," an event staged annually in Russia by the on‐line
publication The Dairy News, will visit dairy (goat and bovine) farms in Quebec and Ontario as
well as manufacturing facilities, and cheese factories. The group will also attend the annual
Durham 'twilight meeting," near Bowmanville. Motor Rally is co‐hosted by Leading Livestock
Genetics and the City of Kawartha Lakes. The learning will be shared through the publishing of
articles, social media and through ECFWA and CFWF newsletter and events. Additionally, CFWF
was listed as a sponsor on event publicity.

"AranLife Project”
Angela Lovell
$2,000
Angela has been a professional freelance writer for more than 25 years, writing primarily for
Canadian and international agricultural print and online media. Publications include Grainews,
Country Guide, Manitoba Co-operator, Canadian Cattleman, Western Producer, as well as
organizational newsletters such as Manitoba Beef Producers, Keystone Agricultural Producers
and the Manitoba Forage & Grasslands Association. She is a past winner of the Canadian Farm
Writers Federation Gold Monthly Press Reporting – Jack Cram Award in 2015 and the Silver
Press Feature – Dick Beamish Award in 2016 and was sponsorship chair of the Manitoba Farm
Women’s Conference for six years.
Angela will explore the challenge of sustaining food production in a changing environment
through a tour and conference at the AranLife Project in Ireland. She will provide insights into
this High Nature Value farming system that recognizes culture, ecology, environmental
adaptation and eco-tourism as essential elements to the continued sustainability and viability of
food production, farm life and rural communities within its unique geography. She will collect
content for articles about sustainable farming systems that incorporate production,
environmental conservation and eco-tourism to bring back to a Canadian audience, as well as
producing videos to offer for publication to online and social media.
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"Global Food Innovation Summit”
Lilian Schaer
$1,500
Lilian has been a member of Eastern Canada Farm Writers’ Association since the early 2000s,
joining the board as a director in 2003 and serving as president from 2005 to 2008. She was an
ECFWA rep to the CFWF board in 2009-10 before stepping down to concentrate on her role as
co-chair of the 2011 Canadian IFAJ congress. After that congress, she was part of the Legacy
Fund committee that helped determine how to manage proceeds of the event. Lilian has
attended IFAJ congresses since 2007 and was a 2010 Alltech Young Leader, received an IFAJ gold
medal in 2011 for my role in congress organization, and have won numerous CFWF writing
awards.
Lilian will attend the 2018 Global Food Innovation Summit in Milan, Italy with an interest in
topics at the conference such as innovation and new technology, artificial intelligence, block
chain, automation, and genomics/genetics as well as issues related to food waste and food
security. She aims to get a broader, more international perspective on these topics and learn
about the latest trends and innovations from global leaders active in this space. She will write
news articles about the conference as well as using the information as background for future
stories and industry innovation projects and programs. Lilian will share the information on social
media as well as make presentations as requested.
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International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ)
By Allison Finnamore, CFWF representative to IFAJ
Two important changes are afoot with the International Federation of Agriculture (IFAJ), both
intended to help the organization develop new programs, expand its reach and open itself to a
greater number of our colleagues.
The IFAJ is simultaneously going through the process of becoming a foundation and registering
as IFAJ Ltd., a non‐profit organization. IFAJ Ltd. as it currently exists will be registered in the UK
as a non‐profit organization with no charitable status, while IFAJ Foundation will also be
registered as a non‐profit organization with charitable status. The IFAJ Foundation will be tax‐
exempt and able to issue tax‐deductible receipts for donations.
These changes are a long journey and one that is not over yet. The Presidium, led by President
Owen Roberts, and Global Office, managed by Hugh Maynard, deserve a huge round of applause
for navigating this process.
Why is this change happening? Historically, IFAJ relied on a small group of generous commercial
sponsors who identify objectives, recognize our ambitions and understand the value of a long‐
term relationship with us.
Since many sponsors only contribute to registered charities, either because of tax benefits or
company policies, creating a charity with the IFAJ Foundation will help IFAJ reach out to
prospective new sponsors ‐ corporations, other foundations and non‐government organizations.
For this to happen, IFAJ must register as a non‐profit organization (IFAJ Ltd.) and bring our legal
status and operations up to modern standards. The Foundation will be governed by eight IFAJ‐
representative trustees ‐ seven elected, plus the IFAJ Treasurer as ex‐officio. The foundation
trustees will also invite three external trustees to join the board.
The benefits of the IFAJ Foundation will be for all members, through membership to a better
funded organization. More ag journalists in more countries will benefit from the first global
charity dedicated to supporting and developing high quality ag journalism and communications,
through a free and fair press. IFAJ will be a more modern organization, with a solid and robust
legal entity providing administrative, banking and financial framework.
At the same time, IFAJ is continuing to look to the future. A Vision 2025 committee has started
and been charged with the responsibility of developing a strategic vision and action plan for
IFAJ.
At the CFWF level, if you haven't heard by now, the IFAJ congress is coming back to Canada in
2023! A team of our CFWF members in the west have already started preliminary plans for the
event, which will be held in Calgary in July. If you're interested in volunteering in any way with
the event, please contact the CFWF secretariat.
Over the last eight years, I've had the sincere pleasure of representing CFWF on the IFAJ
Executive. With that role, I've learned a tremendous amount about our organization, had some
amazing experiences and met some of our remarkable colleagues around the globe. Thank you
for opening this world up to me.
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I want you now to be open to IFAJ. Each member of CFWF ‐ every one of you! ‐ has the
opportunity to travel to the IFAJ congresses and meet these colleagues and share some of the
same experiences. I encourage you to make the investment in yourself and your career to
participate in an IFAJ congress. It's worth every penny.
I am thrilled that Trevor Bacque will now represent CFWF on the IFAJ Executive Committee. His
experience as an IFAJ Young Leader participant, his role as CFWF president and his leadership in
the 2023 congress will serve him well in this position.

All really dressed up: The IFAJ executive during the meeting held in Dublin in November 2018 in
conjunction with the annual awards banquet for the Irish guild.
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Regional Reports
British Columbia Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Myrna Stark‐Leader, BCFWA Representative

The BCFWA membership currently includes 23 paid members, two life members and 1 honorary
membership.
In the summer, BCFWA members toured a cheese plant and a horticulture operation in the
Maple Ridge area as part of a professional development day. The day also included time to
discuss ideas for the CFWF conference which BC Farm Writers are ramping up to host.
If you haven’t registered for CFWF 2019 in New Westminster Sept. 26‐28, 2019, come on out to
BC. We’d love to show you how we bridge the urban‐rural divide. There is some urgency since
the opening reception boat tour is capped at the first 100. At least part of PD day will focus on
mental wellness in agriculture and the tours are shaping up nicely. So it looks like another great
BC event. Special thanks to all those who have dedicated time so far to work on the conference
and to Cheryl, our President, for taking on the Conference Chair role and to David Schmidt who’s
a fountain of knowledge having been to decades of CFWF gatherings.
A strong contingent of BCFWA members attended the BC Agriculture Gala at the end of January
2019. At the same time, we hosted our annual AGM. This year’s featured speaker was a
representative from Farm Credit Canada who talked about why the organization got involved in
sharing mental wellness information with producers across the country. The speaker shared his
own candid story about family mental wellness. The topic generated lots of good discussion,
including some thoughts about the dairy sector given the changing landscape. Dinner was kindly
sponsored by Country Life in BC.
Every year BCFWA awards the Tom Armstrong Bursary to a deserving student in agriculture or
journalism studies. This year, the committee awarded two $1,000 bursaries to Cloe Logan, in
Langara’s Journalism program and to Devon Coady in UBC’s Land and Food System’s faculty.
At the board level, President Trevor Hargreaves stepped down this year after moving to a new
job outside agriculture. He was recognized for his work at the AGM.
The BCFWA executive for 2018:
President – Cheryl Davie, BC Chicken Marketing Board
Vice‐president – Barbara Johnstone‐Grimmer, Fir Hill Farm
Treasurer – David Schmidt, Country Life in BC
Secretary – Ronda Payne, Girl With a Pen
Membership and Social Media – Cathy Glover, Country Life in BC
CFWF Representative – Myrna Stark Leader, Writing and Communications
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Alberta Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Tracey Feist, President
In June 2018, the AFWA hosted a successful tour and AGM, organized by co‐chairs Tracey Feist
and Trevor Bacque in the Cochrane area. The annual tour and AGM is always the highlight of the
year, and a record 47 people attending the first day, and 28 members on the second. The group
visited: Profound Coffee, Glengary Bison, Pasu Farm, Sage Creek Permaculture, Half Hitch
Brewing Company, Stockman’s Memorial Foundation Library and the Don’t Damn Springbank
lobby group. Sponsors for our annual tour included Alberta Barley, Alberta Beef Producers,
Alberta Milk, AFSC and Glacier FarmMedia.
During 2018, two long‐time AFWA members were presented with an Honorary Life
Membership. Those recipients were Lee Hart and Harry Sugimoto. Lee continues as field editor
for Glacier FarmMedia and Harry was a long‐time employee of Royal Bank and a huge supporter
of the Alberta agriculture industry. Lee and Harry join other illustrious AFWA Honorary Life
Members, including Reg Norby, Ross Halseth, Jack Howell, Janet Kanters, Ron McCullough, Bill
Owen and Ric Swihart.

Lifers in Alberta! Alberta President Tracey Feist presents AFWA Honorary Life Memberships in
2018 to Harry Sugimoto (L) and Lee Hart (R).

In 2017, we launched the inaugural AFWA National Conference Bursary with the objective to
encourage and support professional development for members of the AFWA by assisting them
in attending the CFWF National Conference. In 2018, the group named Kristen Mortensen the
recipient. Kristen is the Communications Coordinator for the Alberta Farm Animal Care.
Usually AFWA meets in January during the FarmTech meeting in Edmonton. However, in 2018
the group continued to manage and plan throughout the year via email and conference calls.
Tracey Feist, Dianne Finstad and Janet Kanters are planning the 2019 tour, with support of the
board. The tour will be held in the Vegreville‐Vermilion region of Alberta June 6‐7, 2019.
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The 2019 board includes:
President ‐ Tracey Feist
Past President ‐ Dianne Finstad
Secretary‐Treasurer ‐ Janet Kanters
Director ‐ Trevor Bacque
Director ‐ Cole Christensen
Director ‐ Karlee Conway
Director ‐ Alexis Kienlen
Alberta’s membership grew by 10 per cent, year over year, with there being 91 official members
located throughout the province. Due to the size of the membership, AFWA was awarded a
second position on the CFWF board (80+ members). A competition was held for the second
board member and Tracey Feist was elected as the successful candidate.
At the 2019 AGM the board will actively seek and name a new president along with a new
secretary‐treasurer. Janet Kanters has stepped down in this role and we are deeply appreciative
of her leadership that she has provided AFWA for over 25 years.
Looking to the future, the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation will host IFAJ 2023 in Alberta,
following a successful application process to IFAJ by AFWA/MFWBA members to host in our
province. AFWA members will be heavily tasked to take on much of the planning, with
considerable assistance from other provincial association members. Several committee chairs
have been named, along with support from members from across the province.

Alberta AFWA
participants at
the 2018 CFWF
conference in
Winnipeg
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Saskatchewan Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Crystal Leader, CFWF representative

Highlights




2018 SFWA Bursary Recipient to attend CFWF in Winnipeg was Alice McFarlane.
SFWA held a gathering during Canadian Western Agribition in Regina with guest speaker
Lana Shaw. Lana's topic was intercropping.
2018 SFWA membership remains strong at 48.

SFWA members learning about
operations at Regina Food Bank

The provincial tour this year took place in Regina, dovetailing with the Canadian Farm Progress
Show. Leslie Kelly joined the group for supper on Friday evening to discuss Do More Ag’s mental
health advocacy work. Oystein Heggdal, a Norwegian farm journalist, also joined the group Friday
evening. The tour started Saturday morning with the Regina Food Bank, where the group learned
about the food bank’s outreach program, FarmBot precision farming machine and Four Season
Urban Ag project. Attendees enjoyed a hearty lunch at Peg’s Kitchen, where Peg and Vern shared
how they transitioned from running a farm to running a popular city eatery. The day ended with
a tour of Loblaws at the Global Transportation Hub. Loblaws is a one million square foot
distribution centre that serves about 250 stores. The facility’s scale and organization were
striking. Many thanks to Diane Goski for organizing that tour.
Other activities this year included informal meetings over supper during Canadian Western
Agribition, which featured a talk from intercropping researcher Lana Shaw, and a hands‐on video
workshop with Spencer Meyers during Ag in Motion near Langham.
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2019 Board:
 President – Lisa Guenther, Canadian Cattlemen
 Vice‐president – Diane Goski, Farm Credit Canada
 Past‐president – Kevin Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
 Secretary/CFWF Rep – Crystal Leader, Farm Credit Canada
 Treasurer – Marlene Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
 Director – Neil Billinger, CJWW
 Director – Brian MacLeod, Western Producer

All vested up for our Loblaws tour at the Global Transportation Hub
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Manitoba Farm Writers and Broadcasters Association
Prepared by Kelly Green, President
2018 was an event‐filled year for MFWBA and its members. Here’s a quick snapshot of the
goings on:
THE YEAR OF CONFERENCE PLANNING
From January through October, over 30 MFWBA
volunteers dedicated countless hours to plan and
deliver a remarkable CFWF 2018 conference. “The
Changing Face(s) of Agriculture” hosted nearly 150
guests from across Canada from September 19‐22.
MFWBA members spent the months of October and
November in recovery 😊.

MARCH 2018 LUNCH & LEARN
Our March Lunch and Learn, “To Pitch, To Print:
Today’s PR/Journalism Relationship” explored
ways that journalists and communicators can
work more effectively together. Adam Dooley,
Dooley Communications, and Laura Rance, Glacier
FarmMedia, were the session speakers. The
session was lauded as one of the best sessions in
recent times.
PARTNERING ON PROJECTS WITH OTHER ALLIED GROUPS
In April, MFWBA cohosted a screening of Food Evolution at the Park Theatre in Winnipeg. Other
hosts included Manitoba Canola Growers Association and CAMA Manitoba. Kelvin Heppner,
MFWBA director, was the evening’s moderator. The event was sold out…..must have been the
excellent popcorn!
MFWBA AGM IN MAY 2018
The MFWBA annual general meeting was held in May. Ashley Robinson and Toban Dyck were
welcomed to the MFWBA Board as new directors, while words of thanks were extended to two
retiring directors, Kelvin Heppner and Ellen Goodman. Members of the board for 2018 included:
Kelly Green (President), Anne Cote (Vice‐president), Toban Dyck (Secretary), Gord Gilmour
(Treasurer), Ashley Robinson (Membership), Karli Reimer (Communications), Crystal Jorgenson
(Past President)
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HONOURING LEADERS IN OUR INDUSTRY
In June, John Morriss, MFWBA Lifetime member, was inducted
into the Manitoba Ag Hall of Fame. John was recognized for “his
significant contributions to agriculture journalism. He has received
numerous awards and accolades in publishing and journalism,
providing the public at large and farmers alike with better
information on farming projects and practices.”

MFWBA MEMBERS AROUND THE WORLD
In July, MFWBA members attended the IFAJ Congress in
the Netherlands. Shannon VanRaes was the recipient of
the MFWBA annual IFAJ bursary, and Ashley Robinson
was awarded an IFAJ‐Alltech Young Leaders award.

HOSTING CFWF 2018 “The Changing Face(s) of
Agriculture”
In September, MFWBA hosted the party of the year
at CFWF 2018. No evening at CFWF is complete
without the amazing talents of the GMOs, with
their special guest performer “Elvis” and some
special CFWF backup singers. The conference
highlights included a top chef style barbeque
contest, a minor collision with a lamp post, and an
amazing opening reception at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights.

CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESS
In December, MFWBA members celebrated our year of
success by combining our annual MFWBA Holiday Party
with our CFWF 2018 Conference Wrap Up event. The
Nonsuch Brewing Co. tap room provided an ideal setting
to celebrate 2018’s achievements

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
For 2018, MFWBA had 60 regular members and five lifetime members.
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Eastern Canada Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Rachel Telford, 1st Vice‐president
The focus of the ECFWA board over the past year has been to engage and educate our
membership through a variety of events and learning opportunities.
The 2018 ECFWA AGM, Agriculture Meets Politics, was held in Ottawa in May. About 40 people
attended the day‐and‐a‐half long event which included our business meeting, a roundtable
discussion on political journalism, a panel with agriculture lobbyists, and a tour of Parliament
Hill. We were also able to meet with John Barlow, MP for Foothills who at the time served as the
Conservative agriculture critic, and Lawrence MacAulay, MP for Cardigan who was then the
Minister of Agriculture and Agri‐Food. ECFWA members were also treated to lunch in the
Parliamentary Restaurant. The afternoon featured a viewing of Question Period followed by the
Press Scrum.
Lunch n’ lobby: ECFWA
members had lunch with
then Agriculture Minister
Lawrence MacAulay in the
Parliamentary restaurant as
part of their 2018 annual
meeting event.

ECFWA members and local journalists met in Bowmanville in July 2018 for an event designed to
encourage more people to join our association. ECFWA and CFWF past president John Greig
spoke about his experiences and how his ECFWA membership has led him around the world and
helped him gain contact with agricultural writers and communicators, beneficial to his role as
editor of Farmtario, Ontario's newest ag publication. Vladimir Kalgulin, an operator of Russian
dairy farm retail stores, an African violet shop, and editor of Russia's only magazine dedicated to
African violets, also spoke at the event. Archibald's Winery, Bowmanville's only winery, provided
a tour of the vast orchards and a tasting of an array of fruit wines and ciders for the group. The
event wrapped up with a dairy tour at Benrise Dairy farms, followed by Holstein Club, where
ECFWA members and dairy farmers shared a delicious meal, while enjoying live music and the
beautiful scenery.
In September 2018, a strong contingent of ECFWA members headed west to Winnipeg for the
CFWF conference. Our regional association offers a bursary for one member to attend this
conference and the 2018 recipient was freelance writer Matt McIntosh.
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In February 2019, ECFWA hosted a webinar with CP Style Guide editor James McCarten. The
webinar was made available to all CFWF members and about 100 people registered for the
session. A recording of the webinar was also made available online for members to access.
Thank you to CFWF for providing funding to help provide this webinar.
In March 2019, ECFWA past‐president Sharon Grose had the opportunity to head east for the
Atlantic Farm Mechanization Show and met up with members from the Atlantic Canada Farm
Writers’ Association.
Over the past year, ECFWA also hosted four event socials. These casual meet‐ups for lunch or
dinner are held during other events that members are already attending and provide an
opportunity for our members to network. They also help us meet those new to the agriculture
industry who are considering joining our association. Event socials were held during Canada’s
Outdoor Farm Show, the International Plowing Match, London Farm Show, and Ottawa Valley
Farm Show.
The 2018/2019 Board included:
Meaghan Ryersee, President; Rachel Telford, 1st Vice‐president; Kelsey Johnson, 2nd Vice‐
president; Mary Feldskov, Secretary‐Treasurer; Jessica Nicholson, Communications Coordinator;
Suzanne Atkinson, Director; Marty Brett, Director; Greta Chiu, Director; Maegan MacKimmie,
Director; Maggie Van Camp, Director; Sharon Grose, Past President.

ECFWA out n’ about: Farm tour in Bomanville and Parliamentary lineup.
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Atlantic Canada Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Trudy Kelly Forsythe, President
Our current executive consists of Andy Walker, past president; Trudy Kelly Forsythe, President;
Allison Finnamore, Vice‐president; and Wayne Rile, Treasurer.
Members of the Atlantic Canada Farm Writers Association met May 11 in New Brunswick for a
Spring Chill Tour. The event began in Moncton with a tour of Organigram Inc., Atlantic Canada’s
original licensed producer of high‐quality medical cannabis. Following lunch and our annual
meeting in Shediac, we headed to Malden for a tour and tastings at the potato vodka distillery
Blue Roof Distillers.
During its annual meeting, ACFWA members voted to increase the Atlantic dues from $40 to $50
and move to an electronic payment system. We are currently working on rolling that system out
to members for 2019‐2020 payments.
Allison Finnamore represented ACFWA at the annual CFWF conference in Winnipeg.
On March 7, the ACFWA held a reception as part of Atlantic Farm Mech Show, bringing to
together ACFWA members and other professionals involved in agricultural communications
throughout Atlantic Canada. It was an opportunity to promote ACFWA and CFWF to others in
the ag industry and we are now building on those relationships with the goal of increasing our
membership.
ACFWA is currently discussing plans for 2019 including its annual farm tours and ways to
increase membership participation.

All dressed up: Farm writers connected
at ACFWA reception in Moncton during
Farm Mech Show. L‐R: Dale Finnamore,
Allison Finnamore, Trudy Kelly Forsythe,
Andy Walker and Sharon Grose. And at
Organigram Inc. in Moncton NB during
the ACFWA Spring Chill Tour
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The Last Word

Going nuts in Atlantic Canada: Spring Chill Tour goers at Blue Roof Distillers from
L‐R: Allison Hoyt Finnamore, Nicholas Van Allen, Carmel Vivier, Wayne Riley, Trudy
Kelly‐Forsythe, Gwyn Bellefontaine and Andy Walker.
(You can join them for the 2022 annual CFWF conference!)
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