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1.

Welcome

2.

Adoption of the agenda

3.

Adoption of the minutes 2016 annual meeting

4.

Business arising from the minutes

5.

President's Report

6.

Secretary-Treasurer's Report & Financial Statement

7.

Awards Program Report

8.

Professional Development Fund Report

9.

IFAJ Report

10.

Regional Reports

11.

Board Elections

12.

New Business

13.

Adjournment

2

CFWF Annual Report 2016

Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation
Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting
Tuesday, March 10th, 2016 at 3:00pm EST
By teleconference

Present: Trevor Bacque, Karen Briere, Anne Cote, Karen Dallimore, Jacke Dawes, Patrick Dupuis,
Allison Finnamore, Christina Franc, Jeff Gaye, Diane Goski, John Greig, Lisa Guenther, Trevor
Hargreaves, Marlene Hursh, Heather Jones, Crystal Jorgenson, Janet Kanters, Neil MacMillan,
Alexandra Markes, Hugh Maynard, Leeann Minogue, John Morriss, Reg Norby, Chantal Paul,
Annemarie Pedersen, Karli Reimer, Owen Roberts, Jane Robinson, Andy Walker, Clare Wooding,
Tamara Leigh.
1. Welcome
Lisa called the meeting to order at 3:03 pm EST and congratulated Manitoba for being the
first regional association to form 60 years ago.
2. Adoption of the Agenda
Motion to adopt the agenda by Crystal Jorgenson and seconded by Tamara Leigh. Carried.
3. Adoption of the minutes of the 2015 annual meeting & special meeting
Motion to adopt the minutes of the 2015 annual meeting and special meeting as presented
by Annemarie Pedersen and seconded by Trevor Hargreaves. Carried.
4. Business Arising
No business arising.
5. President’s Report
Full report available in the AGM report. This year included two new programs: the
Professional Development Fund and the Lifetime Achievement Award. Lisa Guenther
congratulated Janet Kanters and John Morriss for winning the first rendition of this award.
This past year was Lisa Guenther’s last year as president of the federation. She encouraged
members to continue to look for the many opportunities offered by the federation. Crystal
Jorgensen thanked Lisa on behalf of the entire membership for her hard work and dedication
throughout her tenure as president, especially with the significant events that have occurred
while she has been president. Crystal expressed her appreciation for Lisa’s calmness and
measured leadership and wished her the best for her future endeavours.
Motion to accept the president’s report by Jane Robinson, seconded by Tamara Leigh.
Carried.
6. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement
Hugh gave a quick summary of Secretariat report and financial statement, both of which are
available in the AGM report. Hugh thanked all the board members for their service as well as
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all the professional development fund trustees and judges for their time and efforts.
Membership has remained stable at 333 in comparison with last year.
Hugh presented the financial statement and answered questions. He pointed out two items
of difference from 2014: a) the $15,000 for accepting the Calgary conference registration fees
through the CFWF PayPal account; b) the transfer of $50,000 from the cumulative surplus
into an investment account. On the second page is a comparison of the operating costs for
2014 and 2015. Income and expenses are stable. Expenses were slightly higher this year
because CFWF bought three years’ worth of plaques this year for the Awards Program.
Therefore, this expense won’t recur for another two years.
It was asked why the amount for webinars went from $2,000 to $0. Hugh responded that in
2015 nothing was paid out for webinars. The platform is offered free of charge from FCC. The
only expense is if speakers require compensation.
It was asked why the conference expenses went from $800 to $13,000. Hugh responded by
explaining that this difference is attributed to CFWF accepting payment for Calgary
registrations with its PayPal account. This amount was then transferred to AFWA.
It was asked if the $1500 contribution to the Master Class for IFAJ is an annual sponsorship.
Hugh responded by saying that this is the second time that CFWF has ever contributed that
amount to the Master Class. It is a general contribution to the Master Class program to help
journalists in non-IFAJ countries to participate. The Board wants IFAJ to come back with a
more specific program so that the contribution is not general. It was asked if we are getting
good value for this $1500 contribution. Hugh responded yes.
Hugh explained that for the Professional Development fund, $60,000 of the surplus was
invested into the fund. CFWF committed to spend $10,000 in 2015 and another $10,000 in
2016 for selected projects and invest the remaining $40,000 into an account for long-term
accumulation. We earned $295 in interest and $1,826 in dividends and due to the stock
market, we incurred $7,117 in losses on our investment. Therefore, out of the original
$60,000 for the fund, we have $45,642 remaining for 2016.
This is a trial program so it was asked how long the trial will go on for. It is also asked when
will losses be cut? Hugh responded by saying that it is up to the trustees to discuss this. It was
asked if the same amount will be given out this year. Hugh responded by saying that the
board has committed to supporting the fund in subsequent years, if the income level wasn’t
sufficient. That is, the Board would commit up to $5,000 to fund, if the fund couldn’t support
the full amount of $10,000 through investments. It was asked if there is a value to having a
charitable status. Hugh responded by saying that is the next discussion for trustees in terms
of the professional development fund.
Hugh Maynard moved to accept the 2015 Financial Statement, seconded by Anne Cote.
Carried.
Hugh Maynard moved that Flo Johnson review the financial records for 2016, seconded by
Anne Cote.
Carried.
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7. Awards Program Report
Alexandra gave a quick summary, full report available in the AGM report.
8. Professional Development Fund Report
John Greig gave a summary, full report in the AGM report. He shared that the trustees are in
discussions for new proposals, how to better promote what the fund can be used for, and
what members may need the fund for. Trustees are always looking for feedback from
members about what they need the money for. John thanked all the trustees on the Board,
Jane Robinson, Anne Cote, David Schmidt, and Leeann Minogue.
It was asked where we can access the information generated by recipients of the fund. It was
explained by Hugh that presentations were made at the annual meeting and all
documentation will be aggregated and provided through the CFWF website. This year, Owen
Roberts and Trevor Hargreaves presented at the CFWF conference and Lorne McClinton
presented at a regional event. It was suggested that recipients be speakers on webinars for
the CFWF membership to share their information.

9. IFAJ Report
Allison gave a summary, full report available in the AGM report. Registration for the IFAJ
2016 Congress has opened and all information can be found at ifaj2016.com. Future
congresses will be held in South Africa (April 2017), the Netherlands (spring 2018), USA
(2019), Denmark (2020) and Turkey and Switzerland.
Allison explained that IFAJ adopted a new constitution to accept new countries into the
federation to increase membership and improve outreach. Eight new countries were
accepted. According to the new constitution, country associations need to support freedom
of the press even if their government does not. The executive committee has started a
freedom of the press committee. Allison congratulated Qu’anglo on taking on the
responsibilities of the IFAJ Global Office and encouraged memberships to be on the look out
for the various opportunities that IFAJ offers.
Owen Roberts complimented Allison and her thorough report. He shared his pride of being a
Canadian at IFAJ, especially since Canada has taken the lead in the federation which has
become something that is so much bigger than when it began.
Crystal gave a brief report on the Monsanto IFAJ bursary. She congratulated Trevor Bacque as
the 2016 winner and thanked Monsanto. Trevor will be traveling to Bonn, Germany in July.
Crystal also thanked the judges Allison Finnamore, John Greig & David Schmidt.
10. 2015 Conference Report
Trevor gave a summary of the conference in Calgary. He commended Lee Hart and Clare
Stanfield for their strong leadership and enjoyed the speakers for the professional
development sessions.
For the 2016 Conference in Saskatoon, Marlene explained pre-tours would take place on
Thursday, the Thursday evening reception will be at the WDM with participants being
transported by city buses. Friday will be a tour with an evening “Taste of Saskatchewan’ on
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Friday night. Professional development will be on Saturday and the awards banquet on
Saturday night. No events are or will be scheduled on Sunday. The conference dates are
September 29 to October 1, 2016.
11. Regional Reports
Full reports available in the AGM report.
12. Board Elections:
Owen Roberts chaired the elections and Hugh Maynard provided an explanation of the
process according to the constitution.
Position
BCFWA rep
AFWA rep
SFWA rep
MFWBA rep
ECFWA rep
ECFWA rep
ACFWA rep
Western member-at-large
Eastern member-at-large

Name
Tamara Leigh
Trevor Bacque
Myrna Stark Leader
Crystal Jorgenson
Christina Franc
Kristy Nudds
Allison Finnamore
Anne Cote
Hugh Maynard

Nominated by
Trevor Hargreaves
Janet Kanters
Lisa Guenther
Anne Cote
Karen Dallimore
Karen Dallimore
Andy Walker
Crystal Jorgenson
Christina Franc

Lisa Guenther moved to approve the slate of directors as presented, seconded by John
Morriss. Carried.
Owen Roberts closed nominations, all nominees accepted by motion.
It was asked how the position of president, vice-president and secretary-treasurer were
chosen. Hugh responded by saying that these positions are decided by the board after the
AGM and that traditionally, the vice-president moves into the role of president.
13. New Business
Karen Dallimore raised three new items of business:
1. She asked to chair a meeting of regional association representatives to brainstorm what
they are doing in terms of professional development. Karen will email the board who will
look to see if it can be incorporated at the Saturday morning breakfast meeting in Saskatoon.
2. She asked that given the good financial situation of CFWF that the board consider waiving
or reducing the awards entry fee. Discussion followed on the implications and the need for
the board to consider the budgetary implications and any other concerns or issues regarding
waiving or reducing the entry fee for members for the annual awards program.
It was moved by Karen Dallimore and seconded by Reg Norby to give a mandate to the CFWF
board to take under consideration to reduce or waive the entry fee for members for the
annual awards program. Carried.
3. Karen asked how the position of the editor for the Farm Journalist newsletter is chosen.
Hugh explained that the board appoints the editor every year. Karen asked how she could
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apply to be appointed. Hugh responded by saying that she should send a note to the board
indicating such.

14. Adjournment
Lisa declared the meeting adjourned at 4:06 pm EST.

“Saskatchewan Surprise”: CFWF Board members at the 2016 conference: Tamara Leigh, Hugh
Maynard, Anne Cote, Allison Finnamore, Crystal Jorgenson and Trevor Bacque.

Annual Reports
7
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President’s Report
Prepared by Crystal Jorgenson
I will admit that I was nervous taking the reins from outgoing CFWF President Lisa Guenther last
spring. What if my novice leadership messed up this venerable 60-year-old Canadian institution?
Would I be able to help CFWF succeed and grow as a professional development organization?
And who is this Robert and why did he make all these rules about meetings?
What gave me comfort was knowing that the able services of our management team at
Qu’anglo Communications were continuing to take good care of CFWF business, from running
our awards program to managing our finances, and the many other minutia of administrative
details. Hugh Maynard’s calm wisdom has kept this organization on track for many years and I
was happy to rely on his advice in all things CFWF.
And he continues his calm ways, despite big changes which took place at Qu’anglo this past
year. We bid farewell and good luck to Christina Franc, Hugh’s capable director of
communications, as she moved on to the Canadian Association of Fairs and Exhibitions. In a
seamless transition, Qu’anglo welcomed the very proficient Johnnie Belinda Cluff and tech-savvy
Chris Maynard, and CFWF continues to be in excellent hands. As well, Qu’anglo continues to
serve as IFAJ Global Office, and has had a busy year with the 2016 Congress in July (Germany)
and then an early 2017 Congress in April (South Africa).
Speaking of IFAJ, we were proud that our colleague and CFWF/ECFWA past president Owen
Roberts was named IFAJ President at the 2016 Congress in Bonn. He is the first Canadian to hold
the position, and one of his top goals is to reach out to more countries, especially those in the
developing world. Between Owen, our IFAJ representative Allison Finnamore and Qu’anglo as
Global Office, IFAJ has a decidedly maple flavour these days.
At the CFWF 2016 conference in Saskatoon last fall, we were also pleased to honour David
Schmidt from British Columbia with the Lifetime Achievement Award. David has been a leader
within B.C.’s farm writing community for over 30 years. A backbone of the BCFWA, David served
as its president for 21 years. He is also a CFWF past president and honoured senator. A very
deserving recipient indeed!
The CFWF Professional Development Fund continues to support our membership and
successfully distributed funds to 4 projects in 2016. Since its inception just two years ago, the PD
Fund has provided almost $17,000 to help members and regional member associations to help
enhance knowledge and develop professional skills.
Our members also benefit from several travel awards. The CFWF International Bursary
sponsored by Monsanto was presented to Trevor Bacque (AFWA) in 2016 to attend the
Germany congress, and to Alexis Kienlen (AFWA) to travel to South Africa in 2017. The
IFAJ-Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award also provides travel support and the
additional boot camp PD activities, and in 2016, Julienne Isaacs (MFWBA) was selected to
attend. The next IFAJ Congress takes place in the Netherlands in July 2018 – don’t miss your
opportunity to apply for travel support.
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I look forward to seeing many of you at CFWF 2017 in Quebec City, September 29-October 1.
This conference will be unique as we are holding it in partnership with ACRA (L’Association des
communicateurs et rédacteurs de l’agroalimentaire), an occurrence which has not happened
since the 1999 CFWF-ACRA joint conference held in Sainte-Adèle.
À bientôt!

Lifetime Achievement Award

Photo courtesy of Zimmcomm New media

David Schmidt, A
 ssociate Editor with Country Life in BC, amongst numerous other titles in the agricultural
communications business, was the 2016 recipient of the CFWF award celebrating lifetime achievement by
honouring long-serving members who have made outstanding contributions to the Canadian Farm
Writers’ Federation and to the agricultural communications or media industries. The award was presented
by Tamara Leigh, BCFWA director.
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Secretary-Treasurer’s Report
Prepared by Hugh Maynard
Administration
The Secretariat was humming along nicely, a bit of paperwork here, a newsletter there, a few
applications here and there, and then . . . both Alexandra Markes (awards coordinator) and
Christina Franc (programs and communications) both decided to move onto other professional
opportunities within a couple of months of each other, resulting in some major staffing changes.
Fortunately, Johnnie Belinda Cluff, who had previously worked for Qu’anglo Communications as
the provider of secretariat services for CFWF, was able to step into the breach, ably assisted by
Chris Maynard on web and technology side, so things are . . . just about back to normal.
There were four applications for the PD Fund, all of which were approved by the judges for total
disbursements of $6,148. The second presentation of Lifetime Achievement Awards at the
annual awards banquet in Saskatoon Calgary was again a great success, and David Schmidt was
the well-deserved 2016 recipient. Trevor Bacque was the winner of the Monsanto IFAJ Bursary.
The CFWF awards program was again ably administered by Alexandra Markes with the
assistance of Christina Franc, who also continued to edit and publish the Farm Journalist and its
junior sibling, the e-newsletter.
The CFWF Board met three times during the year via conference call, and in person on the
Thursday evening prior to the 2016 Conference in Saskatoon. Membership numbers were stable
at 335, almost identical to the previous year. The CFWF Board of Directors for 2016 were:
Crystal Jorgenson
Trevor Bacque
Hugh Maynard
Anne Cote
Tamara Leigh
Myrna Stark-Leader
Christina Franc/Sharon Grose
Kristy Nudds
Allison Finnamore

President (Manitoba)
Vice-president (Alberta)
Secretary-Treasurer (Eastern Member-at-Large)
Director (Western Member-at-Large)
Director (British Columbia)
Director (Saskatchewan)
Director (Eastern Canada)
Director (Eastern Canada)
Director & IFAJ rep. (Atlantic Canada)

Finances
The bank balance remains healthy due to the generous contribution of sponsors and excellent
fiscal management of the organizing crew for the 2016 conference. CFWF currently has a surplus
of $29,405 available for cash flow and operations, and the PD Fund has $49,013 in long-term
investments to ‘feed the fund’. The PD Fund finally enjoyed the benefit of the market rebound,
with a 9.09% return on investment; management fees were $288.
Activities
In 2016 CFWF supported the Farm Journalist newsletter and e-news, the Awards Program
including the Lifetime Achievement Award, the PD Fund and webinar sessions for professional
development, an IFAJ representative (Allison Finnamore), and partnered with Monsanto Canada
to offer the IFAJ Congress bursary.
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Conference Planning
As per the conference schedule adopted in 2004, the rotation has been adapted to
accommodate ECFWA hosting every third year (instead of every second one); Atlantic Canada
has indicated that it will host in place of EC . . . once in a while.
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

QC
MB
BC
EC
AB

2022
2023
2024
2025
2026

SK
EC
MB
BC
EC

2027
2028
2029
2030
2031

AB
SK
EC
MB
BC

Courtesy of Zimmcomm New Media

Préparez-vous pour le Québec! H
 ugh Maynard, Christina Franc, and Eva Larouche,
from the ACRA/CFWF 2017 conference organizing committee, donned traditional
“ceinture fléchée” and handed out maple lollipops to welcome participants to next
year’s conference in Quebec City, September 28-30th.
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CFWF Financial Review 2016
Comptabilité Florence Johnson Book-keeping
99 Françoise Cuillerier
Notre Dame de L’Ile Perrot, QC J7V 9E3
March 10, 2017

To: CFWF Board of Directors.
I have been requested by Hugh Maynard, CFWF Secretary-Treasurer, to review the financial
records of the Federation for the 2016 financial year.
I have verified the figures listed on the CFWF Financial Statement by comparing:
1.
2.
3.

Accounts Receivable and Payable against figures listed.
Proved the Bank Reconciliation.
Made a spot check of several of the larger invoices as verification of the amounts
paid.
4.
Verified bank statement debit and credit entries against the invoices and deposits
and also to the general ledger.
When comparing the bank statements to the Financial Statement, I found both the income and
expenses on the Financial Statement matched the figures listed. When comparing the overall
amounts listed with previous years, most items were in line with the normal level of variance
with the following items of note:
Income

Expenses

Conference income ($19,429) was considerably higher due to the 2015 surplus
(Alberta) being reported along with 2016 surplus (Saskatchewan) in the same
year.
The Professional Development award ($2,000) was paid out of operating funds
rather than from the Professional Development Fund (as in 2015).

Generally, the financial records were in good order and sufficient to complete the review.
Sincerely,

Florence Timms-Johnson
Book-keeper
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CFWF Financial Statement 2016 - OPERATIONS
2015

2016

INCOME
Awards

Memberships
Interest
Other

$ 3,471
$ 10,000
$ 2,500
$ 15,663
$
0
$ 7,049
$ 10,336
$
80
$ 6,029

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

TOTAL INCOME

$ 55,128

$ 60,508

$ 10,000
$ 1,504
$ 2,874
$ 1,171
$
0
$
332
$ 2,605
$ 2,400
$ 8,250
$ 2,500
$ 13,819
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 4,089
$ 4,195
$ 1,500

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$ 57,239

$ 55,695

(2,111)

$ 4,813

Conference

Fees
Sponsors
IFAJ Bursary
Registrations
Sponsors
Other

3,403
10,000
2,500
0
10,000
19,429
10,050
0
5,126

EXPENSES
Administration

Prof. Development
Awards

Conference
Farm Journalist
IFAJ

Admin-Coordinate
Secretariat
Insurance
Other
PD Fund
Administration
Certificates
Judging
Prizes
IFAJ Bursary
Expenses
Honorarium
Travel
Fees
Congress rep.
Other

TOTAL EXPENSES
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

$

6,800
575
2,874
1,572
2,000
943
361
2,100
8,700
2,500
14,674
1,000
1,000
3,995
2,471
4,130
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CFWF Financial Statement 2016 – PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND

Opening balance

2015

2016

$ 60,000

$ 45,642

INCOME
Interest
Dividends
TOTAL INCOME

$
$

295
1,826

$
$

317
4,679

$

2,121

$

4,996

$

9,362

$

0

TOTAL EXPENSES

$

9,362

$

0

Sub-total

$ 52,759

EXPENSES
Disbursements

PD projects

$ 50,638

ADJUSTMENTS
Investments

BALANCE

Gains (Losses)

$

(7,117)

$ (1,625)

$

45,642

$ 49,013
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CFWF Balance Sheet - 2016
2015

2016

$ 24,390
$ 2,833
$
20
________
$ 27,243

$ 9,464
$ 18,015
$
20
________
$ 27,499

52,759
________
52,759

$ 49,013
________
$ 49,013

$ 80,002

$ 76,512

ASSETS
Current assets
Chequing
Accounts receivable
Undeposited funds
Total current assets
Investment assets
PD Fund

$

Total investment assets $
Total Assets

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Current liabilities
Accounts payable
Other liabilities

$
2,533
$
101
________
$
2,634

Total current liabilities
Investment liabilities
PD Fund

$

7,117
________
Total investment liabilities$
7,117
________
Total Liabilities
$
9,751

$

$

33
1,049
________
$ 1,082

$ 1,625
________
$ 1,625
________
$ 2,707

Equity
Opening balance
Retained earnings
Net income
Total Equity

$ 16,296
$ 56,066
$ (2,111)
________
$ 70,251

$ 16,296
$ 52,696
$ 4,813
_______
$ 73,805

Total Liabilities & Equity

$ 80,002

$ 76,512
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Awards Program Report
prepared by Alexandra Markes, Awards Program Coordinator
A few initiatives were implemented this year to increase the number of entries into this year's
awards program. First, it was advertised that winning entries may be entered into IFAJ contests,
depending on other criteria for the contest and the author's CFWF status (must be a CFWF
member to be eligible) to encourage members to enter more entries. Secondly, I researched
agricultural articles in popular newspapers (The Globe and Mail, CBC, etc.) and reached out to
the authors encouraging them to enter their work in this year's awards program. Surprisingly, a
good number of the authors did not know about our awards program, and were grateful that I
reached out to them, leading a few of them to enter this year. And lastly, in an attempt to
increase the number of entries from both members and non-members, the fee for the Daily
Press Reporting category was waived this year. This did result in an increase in the number of
entries in this category in comparison with last year. However, it did not seem that these
initiatives were as effective overall as hoped.
The number of entries submitted this year was just shy of the five-year average of entries (212),
with a total of 206 entries; two entries up from the 2015 awards program. The category with the
most entries was the Technical Feature category with 41 entries. And the category with the least
amount of entries was the Electronic Media - Audio category, with six entries. The categories
remained relatively stable in comparison with the 2015 program, with the exception of the Press
Feature category and the Daily Press Reporting category. The number of entries in the Press
Feature category dropped from 49 to 40, and the Daily Press Reporting category, which was free
to enter, jumped up to nine entries from three in 2015.
The regional association that had the most members submit entries into this year's awards
program was the Manitoba Farm Writers' Association, with 47 entries and the Alberta Farm
Writers' Association, which submitted 46 entries, came in a very close second. As always, our
program was dominated by entries from members (89% of entries), but the proportion of
submissions from non-members was up three per cent from the 2015 program. This may be due
to researching agricultural articles and reaching out to authors. This is an initiative I would like to
see continue for next year to close the proportional gap between members and non-members,
and make the awards program better known.
A diverse group of 27 judges from five Canadian provinces and five American states was chosen
to score this year's awards program. Many had very good comments to say about the quality of
the program. For example, one judge for the Daily Press Reporting category said, "I found this
much more difficult this year. The quality of stories was much better and more competitive than
when I have previously done the job. [...] I was pleased again to participate." Another judge for
the Press Editorial category expressed his thoughts by saying, "Every year gets tougher and
tougher to judge as the quality of submissions only gets better. Excellent work by everyone!"
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Our CFWF awards program would not be possible without the immense support from our
sponsors. Thank you to each one of them. Their support and commitment is indispensable to
the success of our program.
Founding Patron
Monsanto Canada
Sponsors
Dairy Farmers of Canada
New Holland
Farm Business Communications
AdFarm
Chicken Farmers of Canada
ADAMA
Richardson International Ltd.
Monsanto Canada
Canadian Seed Growers' Association
The Western Producer (GVIC)
Quarry
Bayer CropScience Inc.

Courtesy of Zimmcomm New Media
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Good as Gold: Tamara Leigh, BC Director for CFWF, presents the Gold Award in

the Monthly Press Reporting category to Jay Whetter for his article “Help the
insects eat each other” published in Country Guide.
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Professional Development Fund Report
prepared by John Greig, Chairperson, Board of Trustees
The CFWF Professional Development Fund was launched in 2015 with a mission to support
professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators for CFWF members.
The PD Fund is the legacy of a lot of hard work by volunteers and generous contributions by
sponsors who, over the years enabled CFWF to generate a surplus from fund-raising activities
that can now be used to support professional development activities.
The fund defines professional development as an activity that enhances the knowledge of the
profession and/or contributes to the development of a person’s professional attributes, abilities,
and skills. This can be accomplished through participation in activities that relate to agricultural
journalism or communications including areas such as research, educational programs,
conferences, workshops, and exchanges.
The first year of the PD Fund started modestly with five applications approved for activities
ranging from a study of dairy farmer reading habits, a presentation on science writing and public
communications, and participation in the IFAJ Congress in New Zealand. The recipients have, in
return, made presentations at the CFWF conference in Calgary, various regional association
meetings and published numerous articles and papers on the work they undertook.
Along with greater efforts to promote the PD Fund, the Board of Trustees will also be looking at
the investment strategy for the coming years. The fund has started to recover from the
disappointing stock market results for 2015. Improved returns for 2016, along with the decision
of the CFWF board to cover the 2016 disbursements from the operating surplus, have brought
the fund’s capital back up toward target levels. Given that the initial investment was modest for
the goals that were established at the outset, it is important that we continue to build the
capital base for future years.
Thank you to my fellow trustees on the board for their efforts in helping to start up the fund and
contribute toward professional development for agricultural journalists and communicators –
Jane Robinson and Anne Cote – as well as the three judges who contributed their time and
expertise in evaluating the applications – Jane Robinson, Clare Wooding, and William DeKay.
Thanks to Hugh Maynard at the CFWF office for helping the board and administering the fund.
I believe that we now have the PD Fund established on a solid foundation for investing in the
development of our profession in the years to come.
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2016 Recipients
"Enhancing skills for better understanding agriculture as a business"
Gord Gilmour
$2,000
Gord is an associate editor with Country Guide magazine, and was previously a reporter with the
Manitoba Co-operator and communications consultant with the Canadian Wheat Board. He has
been a member of the Canadian Farm Writers' Federation for nearly 20 years and has been
involved in organizing three CFWF annual conferences. He grew up working on a family farm in
northeastern Saskatchewan.
He is currently studying business administration at Red River College with the aim of improving
his theoretical grounding in all aspects of business given the extensive coverage he has to
provide of ‘agriculture as a business’. He plans to take courses in financial accounting, statistics,
business law and human resources management amongst other relevant topics so that his
writing will reflect a greater understanding of business fundamentals and provide readers with
better information on which to base their business decisions. To share the learning from this
activity he will contribute two feature-length articles on my professional development activities
to the Farm Journalist over the next 12 months. He will also make himself available to the
organizers of the upcoming CFWF conference and leadership of the MFWBA for opportunities to
make a presentation or participate in a webinar.

"Learning Research Methods in Agricultural Science”
Karen Dallimore
$1,148
As owner of Words For Hire, Karen has been a fulltime freelance writer for agriculture and
equiculture since 2002. She counts over 50 publications as her clients, providing copy,
photography, and one commissioned book. In 2006, she was a finalist for a Kenneth R. Wilson
Award for Best Agricultural Article; she received the CFWF Q.H. Martinson bronze award for
Weekly Press Reporting in 2012 and another CFWF bronze in 2016 for photography. Known as
‘the idea person’, she served 11 years on the ECFWA board as director and VP and as editor of
The Nib, the ECFWA newsletter, and two years as regional representative on the CFWF board.
Karen has enrolled in a course at the University of Guelph entitled “Research Methods in
Agricultural Science” to enhance her understanding of research principles and processes that
will allow her to analyze and disseminate relevant research results to readers, combining good
science with her writing talents to provide interesting articles. She hopes to gain a stronger
foundation in critical thinking, experimental design and data analysis that will allow her to assess
and report the value of research projects. Karen plans to share her knowledge through CFWF
presentations, a webinar or articles and is interested in speaking to students about the role of
mainstream media in science.
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"Exchange Tour with Russian Dairy News”
Suzanne Atkinson
$2,000
Suzanne has been a regular contributor to Ontario Farmer Publications for 22 years, covering all
aspects of agricultural news from Port Perry to Kingston. Previously she was an editor at a
community weekly in Cobourg, ON and community editor at the now defunct Cobourg Daily
Star. With her husband and son, she is also a full time dairy farmer at Rainbowsend, a 40-cow
purebred Holstein operation that crops about 800 acres. She has been an active CFWF member
for about 10 years and was a ECFWA organizer of the 2007 CFWF conference in Prince Edward
County and, subsequently, hosted one of the tours to the area as part of the 2011 IFAJ Congress.
She has been invited to lead a tour involving the chief editor of the Russian publication Dairy
News and other Russian dairy industry professionals. Visits will take place to industry leading
dairy farms, Holstein Canada, CDN, CLGA, the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair etc. This opportunity
will allow her to build on her CFWF experiences and share her knowledge of the industry while
broadening her understanding of the international market place. As a journalist, she will share
information with readers at Ontario Farmer and its dairy publications and also contribute to the
Russian publication, Dairy News. The learning will be shared through the publishing of articles,
social media and through ECFWA and CFWF events.
"Communicating with Visual Graphics”
Karli Reimer
$1,000
The Manitoba Farm Writers and Broadcasters Association (MFWBA), which formed in 1956, is
the regional association representing Manitoba’s agricultural journalists and communicators.
MFWBA brings together agricultural media and communications specialists to learn about and
debate all aspects of Manitoba agriculture. As a regional chapter of CFWF, they will be
organizing a learning event via webinar for MFWBA members, others in the CFWF organization
and extend an invitation to other organizations such as Canadian AgriMarketing Association.
In today’s world, many readers want to consume information quickly and look for visual cues to
learn more efficiently. As a result, more than ever before, words are being paired with images
and graphics to teach, instruct and inform. We are proposing a group professional development
session on effective graphic communications. While our organization often hosts “lunch and
learn” sessions on local agricultural issues, we have a need to expand our offerings to include
professional development sessions that will address new and improved ways of communicating
with our audiences. The agriculture communicators in our association would be the primary
target, but journalists can also benefit from understanding the importance of visuals and
graphics for their readership. The webinar will also be recorded for later viewing.
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International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ)
By Allison Finnamore, CFWF representative to IFAJ
It was a landmark year for CFWF within IFAJ. Last July at the IFAJ annual congress in Bonn,
Germany, CFWF Senator Owen Roberts was elected as IFAJ president. It's the first time in the
federation's 60-plus year history that a Canadian has been elected as president. Congratulations,
Owen!
Under Owen's leadership, IFAJ has continued with our strategic plan, including steps to become
a more global organization and strengthened professional development. IFAJ full membership
now stands at 45 countries and there are two affiliate members. A full list of the IFAJ member
countries is available on the federation's website.
http://ifaj.org/ifaj/membership/our-members/#1482428260857-981316a0-5e3f
Professional development opportunities continue at various levels. Along with the learning
opportunities at the IFAJ congresses, professional development, learnings and discussions are
available through IFAJ contests, online resources, learning tours and the IFAJ newsletter. Plans
are underway to launch a series of professional development webinars on a variety of topics, for
all levels of membership. All of these are opportunities open to CFWF members.
IFAJ also continues to offer the Master Class program, where agricultural journalists from
developing countries are sponsored to attend the IFAJ congress. Some of the financial support
comes from corporate sponsorship, and for the 2017 congress in South Africa in April, CFWF
committed to supporting half of the cost an attendee (1,600 euro). Taking the lead of the British
Guild of Agricultural Journalists, the CFWF executive opted to select the specific person to
sponsor, and those of us in attendance at the IFAJ congress in South Africa were pleased to
meet Modou Joof, a journalist and blogger from Gambia working in Ghana.
The IFAJ executive blazed a technological trail this year when we held our annual winter meeting
via the online meeting platform, GoToMeeting. While it wasn't the same close-knit atmosphere
as spending a few days together, the cost savings were tremendous and, as a result, executive
representatives who normally don't attend the winter meeting were present. The IFAJ executive
and committees plan to maximize the use of GoToMeeting in the future. The platform is also
open to all IFAJ-affiliated groups, from national farm writer organizations to regional groups.
Please contact the IFAJ Global Office (also our own CFWF office) at globalcoordinator@ifaj.org
for details and arrangements.
Looking ahead to future IFAJ congresses, the Netherlands will host in 2018 and the United States
in 2019. Denmark is on track to host in 2020. The Alberta Farm Writers asked CFWF to put out
an expression of interest in hosting the IFAJ congress in 2021 in that province, which was done
at the executive meetings in April in South Africa. The Host Liaison Committee accepted the
expression of interest and requested formal application with more details be brought back to
the committee when it meets later this fall.
There are always opportunities to connect, participate and get involved with IFAJ. If you have
questions, comments, or ideas, I would love to hear them. Contact me anytime at
allison@finnamore.ca.
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Canadians at the 2017 IFAJ Congress in South Africa: (back row, L to R) Johnnie Belinda Cluff, Owen
Roberts, Walter Grose; (middle row) Hugh Maynard, Kelly Daynard; (front row) Lilian Schaer, Allison
Finnamore, Alexis Kienlen, Modou Joof (from The Gambia), Sharon Grose, Anne Cote, Rebecca Grose.

More Canadians at IFAJ: Allison Finnamore, CFWF representative for IFAJ, and Trevor Bacque, CFWF
Vice-president, present Owen Roberts with a token of appreciation for becoming the first Canadian
president of IFAJ. Owen is also a former CFWF and ECFWA president.
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Regional Reports
British Columbia Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Tamara Leigh, BCFWA Representative
The BC Farm Writers are holding ranks on the West Coast. Our membership currently hovers
between 21 and 26 paid members, two life members and 1 honorary membership.
Over the past year, we have lost two from the farm writing ranks. Our long-time treasurer, Tony
Greaves passed away on January 2, 2016. He was a BCFWA Life Member and member of the Tim
Armstrong Bursary fund subcommittee. On March 3, 2017, Grant Ullyot passed away just shy of
his 82nd birthday. Grant was no longer active with the BCFWA, but he was a farm writer to the
end, filing his last story in December 2016.
The summer regional tour was on Vancouver Island this year, and focused on the area around
Nanoose Bay. This is the second BCFWA summer tour that we have done, and we seem to be
getting better at it every year. It keeps our skills sharp for the next time we host the national
conference (2019!).
Once again, the BCFWA AGM took place on the Friday of the Pacific Agriculture Show in January.
This year, John Martin, MLA for Chilliwack, talked to the group about the Liberal perspective on
agriculture in BC.
Every year the BCFWA awards the Tom Armstrong Bursary to a deserving student in agriculture
or journalism studies. This year, the committee awarded the $1000 bursary to Jacqlyn Marvin of
Chilliwack, a student of the University of the Fraser Valley.
The BCFWA executive for 2017:
President – Trevor Hargreaves, BC Dairy
Vice President – Cheryl Davie, BC Chicken Marketing Board
Treasurer – David Schmidt, Country Life in BC
Secretary – Ronda Payne, Girl With a Pen
Director, Social Media & CFWF Representative – Tamara Leigh, Shiny Bird Communications
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Alberta Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Janet Kanters, Secretary-Treasurer
In June 2016, the AFWA hosted a successful tour and AGM, organized by then-president Barb
Glen, in the Lethbridge area. Our annual tour and AGM is the highlight of our year, and Barb's
tour certainly delivered, with over 30 members taking part.
In January 2017, about 15 farm writers met in Edmonton, during FarmTech, to socialize and to
begin planning the 2017 tour and AGM, which goes June 14-16. President Dianne Finstad has
lined up an exceptional tour around the Red Deer area.
Our secretary for the past three years, Laura Thygesen, stepped down in 2016 due to other
commitments. Thanks go to Laura and to Caitlynn Reesor, past treasurer, who kept things
organized and flowing smoothly.
We currently have 76 members, six of those with honorary life member status.

AFWA outstanding in their hay field: John Van Hierden, (foreground) president and CEO of Green Prairie
International, led AFWA members on a tour of the hay dehydrating facility near Lethbridge.
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Saskatchewan Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Myrna Stark Leader, CFWF representative
2017 – ahhhh…post conference organizing year. Sighs all round from SFWA.
A great deal of 2016 was focused on hosting the successful CFWF conference in Saskatoon
September 29-Oct 1 that attracted about 100 delegates. Special mention to co-chairs Marlene
Hursh and Neil Billinger, the organizing committee and everyone else who pitched in when some
extra hands were required. Highlights are too numerous to list, but there was local beer, biking
to the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon berry barbecue sauce wings, a prairie town
scavenger hunt, games on the lawn, lots of sites from berries to beef plus outstanding
professional development about sex – in plants. The awards banquet was outstandingly
MC’d by Jack Dawes and Neil and followed by a dance headlined by our always-entertaining
GMO’s band with a few prairie pick up players in the mix.
Fifty percent of delegate respondents rated the conference as excellent and 47 per cent as
good. The fundraising group deserves kudos as the conference was in the black and returned
dollars to CFWF. Photos from CFWF 16 at https://saskfarmwriters.ca/cfwf-16/
Membership in Saskatchewan remains steady at about 50 and the financial picture is solid, as
reported at the January annual meeting in Saskatoon.
2016 Activities/News
● Spring PDE was a test drive of some of the annual conference tour stops
● There were no applications for the SFWA bursary to cover 2016 CFWF conference and travel
costs. The Board has committed to award two, up to $1,500 bursaries, to eligible SFWA
members to attend CFWF in Quebec and is encouraging those who require financial support
to apply.
● Other activities this year included informal meet-ups over supper during the Canadian Farm
Progress Show and Canadian Western Agribition in Regina.
2017 Activities
● To attract new Board member and succession plan, the Board recently passed a motion to
encourage interested members to be observers at Board meetings so they can get a feel for
the role.
● The 2017 spring tour is on the way and will be held in the Unity/Wilkie/Scott area of the
province.
There are plenty of opportunities for members to seek funding: the national Professional
Development Fund, the SFWA CFWF bursary mentioned above and IFAJ opportunities for young
leaders. We continue to encourage everyone to come for a visit or speak with any of the
members and get involved. Contact information for the executive is available on our website at
www.saskfarmwriters.ca and the SFWA website includes a freelance writer/consultant directory.
We are also on Twitter @SaskFarmWriters.

26

CFWF Annual Report 2016

The 2017 Board includes:
President – Lisa Guenther, Grainews
Vice-President – Diane Goski, Farm Credit Canada
Past-President - Kevin Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
Secretary – Jan Coté, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada
Treasurer – Marlene Hursh, Hursh Consulting & Communications
Director/CFWF Rep – Myrna Stark Leader, City of Regina
Director/Member at Large – Alice McFarlane, CJVR FM/CK750 AM

Courtesy of Zimmcomm New Media

Saskatoon touch: just for the conference, SFWA planned – yes planned – a beautiful summer day, found a
garden by the river and let a bunch of farm writers just hang out and play a few lawn games. Couldn’t
have planned it better
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Manitoba Farm Writers and Broadcasters Association
Prepared by Crystal Jorgenson, President
Events
April 7, 2016 Annual General Meeting – Our AGM featured presentations from Anne Coté and
Shannon Van Raes on their trips to IFAJ Congress and IFAJ E-4-D. Three board members were
re-elected (Anne Cote, Kelvin Heppner and Ellen Goodman) and a constitutional amendment
was passed raising the annual membership fee from $45 to $50, which harmonizes it with other
regional membership fees.
November 23 Luncheon - Brad Havixbeck, Department of Growth, Enterprise and Trade,
Government of Manitoba, presented “Manitoba's international agriculture and food trade:
Trends and observations by Manitoba Trade and Investment”.
December 12 Holiday Party - MFWBA held its annual holiday gathering at Peg City Beer Co., one
of Winnipeg’s growing number of craft brewpubs. We had a tour and enjoyed sampling their
products.
March 22 Luncheon - Dr. David Lobb, Professor in the Department of Soil Science, and Senior
Research Chair for the Watershed Systems Research Program at the University of Manitoba,
presented “Ten farming practices to reduce the risk and impacts of flooding and protect the
health of our surface waters”.
Membership
Our membership in 2016 held steady with 63 members. We had five life members.
Other matters
MFWBA celebrated its 60th birthday in 2016. In 1956, MFWBA was the first group to formally
organize after the formation of the CFWF.
The MFWBA offered but was not able to award the MFWBA IFAJ travel bursary in 2016 for the
congress held in Germany. The 2016 CFWF Conference bursary was awarded to Julienne Isaacs.
She received $1000 to assist her in attending the CFWF conference in Saskatoon last September.
The $2500 MFWBA IFAJ travel bursary for 2017 was awarded to Gail Granger for the congress
held in South Africa. An MFWBA CFWF Conference bursary will be offered for the 2017
conference in Quebec City.
We were sad to learn of the passing of MFWBA Life Member Andy Sirski. Andy worked as a
provincial agriculture representative, and then in 1979 became the managing editor of
Grainews. He became editor of Grainews in 1996, at the same time he became editorial director
of Farm Business Communications. After his retirement in 2006, Andy offered thoughts on
investments through his column in Grainews, now published by Glacier FarmMedia, and in a
self-published newsletter, StocksTalk, in which he wrote of the value of a disciplined approach
to managing investments, buying and selling stocks based on technical signals. He passed away
on February 10, 2017 at age 73.
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MFWBA and CAMA Manitoba have begun planning some joint programming, particularly aimed
at our PR/communications members. We regularly cross-promote our events with each other in
an effort to connect our memberships.
The first planning meeting for CFWF2018 drew a large group eager to start organizing the
conference’s stop in Winnipeg next year. Theme, venue, tour and program ideas will be revealed
at CFWF2017 this fall.
2016 Board
President and Membership Chair: Crystal Jorgenson
Treasurer: Kelly Green
Promotions chair: Karli Reimer
Director: Kelvin Heppner
Director: Ellen Goodman
Director: Anne Coté

Courtesy of Zimmcomm New Media

Manitoba Moment: Team MFWBA attending the 2016 conference in Saskatoon.
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Eastern Canadian Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Mary Feldskov, Secretary-Treasurer
2016-17 board
Elected to the board at our 2016 AGM was Sharon Grose, president; Meaghan Ryersee,
vice-president; Kristy Nudds, 2nd vice-president; Mary Feldskov, secretary-treasurer; Kim Coyle,
communications director; and directors Amy Reusch, Courtney Denard, Patrick Dupuis, and
Rachel Telford. We said good-bye to board members Karen Dallimore, Clare Wooding and
Jeanine Moyer. Later in the year, Suzanne Atkinson joined the board.
AGM
On Wednesday, May 11, 2016, approximately 30 of our members, from a cross-section of
agriculture industries and professions attended our AGM. It was held at the Caledon Country
Club, situated on the edge of the picturesque Niagara Escarpment. The theme of the day was
‘Agri-Tourism – Diversifying the Farm’, which was reflected in all aspects of the event, from the
speakers, to the lunch and even to the farm tour. Guest speakers were Allan Thompson, Mayor
of the Town of Caledon and Michelle Harris, Executive Director of the Headwaters Tourism
Association. Lunch was a "Farm Food Fair", where participants sampled local treats from farm
caterers, brought to us by the farmers themselves. Each of them shared their stories about their
farms/businesses and how they have been successful. Lunch vendors included Broadway Farm’s
Market, Heatherlea Farm Market, Downey’s Farm Market, Paradise Farms, Caledon Country
Club Restaurant. Following lunch, event attendees toured Spirit Tree Estate Winery.
Photo Contest
Sponsored by La Coop Federee, the 2016 ECFWA photo contest featured 3 categories; People,
Places, Things. Congratulations to the winners Andrew Campbell, Bruce Sargent, Kathie
MacDonald and Nicolas Mesly. The winning photos, along with the other finalists, can be viewed
at https://www.ecfwa.ca/photo-contest.
PD and socials
In March of 2016 ECFWA members met in the Syngenta office in Guelph to learn more about
how farmers want to be communicated to. Featuring Tyler Brooks from the Ontario Federation
of Agriculture, Alex Hamilton from
Dairy Farmers of Ontario and Colin
Siren from Ipsos Reid, they shared
findings from research and
experience. In the summer of 2016,
members met at the Hastings
Plowing Match for a regional social.
In November, members were
treated to a tour of Quarry
Communications in St. Jacob's,
Ontario and a presentation on
Social Media and analytics.
Photo by Walter Grose

Turning pens into plowshares: E CFWA president Sharon Grose
competing in the media class at Summer Social at the Hasting
County Plowing Match.

30

CFWF Annual Report 2016

Atlantic Canada Farm Writers’ Association
Prepared by Trudy Kelly Forsythe, President
Our current executive consists of Andy Walker, past president; Trudy Kelly Forsythe, president;
Allison Finnamore, vice president; and Wayne Rile, treasurer.
Members of the Atlantic Canada Farm Writers Association met June 23 and 24, 2016 in Sackville,
N.B. for farm tours, socializing and an annual meeting. The event began with a tour of Belliveau
Orchard, an old Acadian farm established in 1932 in Memramcook, N.B., where they grow
apples, pears, cherries and vegetables and produce, pack and ship wholesale.
Members then headed to Nappan, N.S. for lunch, the ACFWA annual general meeting and a tour
of the Nappan Research Farm, one of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada's original five
experimental farms where they specialize in beef research in Atlantic Canada. Next was
Wysmykal Farm in Amherst Shore, N.S. This small, certified organic farm grows and sells through
a community shared agriculture program and the Sackville Farm Market. They also grow hops, a
growing niche crop in Canada, as microbreweries seek out unique varieties to differentiate the
tastes of their brews.
The event concluded with a tour of R.A. Farms in Cookville, N.B. where Nathan Phinney,
chairman of the New Brunswick Cattle Producers, and his brother feed 2,500 to 3,000 heads per
year, finish cattle for the Atlantic market and grow their own silage.
The ACFWA is now planning its annual farm tours and meeting in Prince Edward Island in early
May.

ACFWA hops to it: ACFWA member Andy Walker gets the scoop on hops during the
2016 farm tour.
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The Last Word
(so to speak . . . )

Courtesy of Zimmcomm New Media
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