
Ayear or two ago, who could
have imagined that a small
island community could host

one of the biggest and best CFWF confer-
ences and that it could be so well org a n-
ized by such a small group of volunteers,
most of whom had attended at most one or
two previous conferences?

Certainly not me.
Yet that describes the 2008 CFWF con-

ference in the Comox Valley – a confer-
ence that proved the Comox Valley and

BC agriculture and, indeed, the CFWF
itself are “Growing Beyond the Ordinary.” 

If one thing characterized the confer-
ence it was wind and rain – some of it bad
but most of it very positive. Before the
conference began, it rained registrations, a
total of 118 full registrations, far exceed-
ing even our most optimistic expectations.
In total 146 participants blew in over the
three days to meet old friends, make new
friends and learn about agriculture and
aquaculture in this unique area.

With so much rain, the attractive rain
jackets were well-received, several calling
them the best CFWF conference memen-
tos ever. The jackets were in evidence
from day one as about 50 people partici-
pated in the “optional” aquaculture tours.
For many, it was our first opportunity to
see an actual salmon farm and form our
own opinions about this important but
controversial industry. While the wind and
rain forced our group to abandon our
shellfish tour, we did get an insight into

the sector from BC Shellfish
Growers Association executive
director Roberta Stevenson.
Like them or hate them, we
learned these sectors face the
same weather, regulatory, envi-
ronmental and other issues as
their land-based cousins.

The jackets also came in
handy on day two as rain ham-
pered all three tours, although it
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of
either the participants or our
hosts. We have to give tremen-
dous credit to Natural Pastures
Cheese which agreed to take
multiple tours after two of our
tour stops cancelled at the last
minute. While all the tour stops
were interesting, my highlight
was 78-year-old Geraldine
Hamilton in her hipwaders
gleefully posing in a flooded
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Enthusiastic hosts like Geraldine Hamilton of Hamilton Cranberries, seen here in a flooded
cranberry bog, made an impression on many conference participants. 



cranberry bog in the rain.
Rather than enjoy a usually spectacular view, the wind

and rain forced everyone to stay inside the Alpine Lodge
at Mount Washington during our Friday night dinner. That
didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits, as the oysters and the din-
ner were both delicious. We also welcomed local MLA
and BC Minister of Agriculture and Lands Stan Hagen,
who enjoyed the evening so much, he returned for our
awards banquet Saturday night.

An amusing sidelight: while happily
munching an oyster, one of my friends
asked if they are indeed aphrodisiacs.
“ D o n ’t ask me,” I told him, “ask your
wife (who was sitting beside him).”
Neither he nor she would give me the
answer the next morning! 

Saturday was an incredibly full day,
perhaps too full, as our morning CFWF
AGM was followed by over a dozen
speakers in rapid succession. The day
started off strong with a presentation
from the father of direct marketing in
BC, Brent Wa r n e r, now the first execu-
tive director of Farmers’ M a r k e t s
Canada. It finished just as strong as
Agriculture in the Classroom executive director Lindsay
Babineau had everyone acting like school kids – even get-
ting Hugh Maynard to identify non-existent ducks in a
song. In between, we were treated to presentations on cli-
mate change, sustainability, defining our audience, even
cartooning.

At noon, Comox Valley economic development officer
John Watson gave us an enlightening and enthusiastic
overview of his community’s efforts to attract and support
agriculture. Watson and his group were the conference’s
strongest supporters, sending out information to CFWF
members beforehand, helping co-ordinate the tours and
venues, providing information booklets for
each tour, and arranging an outstanding wel-
come reception, complete with a whole roast
pig.

The conference concluded with a new ver-
sion of the GMO’s which, to my mind at least,
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The Tours:
1. Marine Harvest Salmon Farm
2. Hamilton Cranberries
3. Natural Pastures Cheese
4. Aquaculture tour participants riveted
at the sight of orca whales.

1-3. David Schmidt photos
4. Connie Duivenvoorden photo 
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was perhaps the best version ever, despite effectively having no rehearsals. Everyone
knows how good an entertainer Owen Roberts is but how many of us knew just how
good a singer Tamara Leigh is. And who will ever forget the sight of John Morris and
his space-age electric stand-up bass.

I have attended about 20 conferences over the years but CFWF 2008 will always be
a highlight for me – and not just because I was part of the organizing committee.
Despite the hiccups, and yes there were a few, no one rained on our parade and the con-
ference evaluations proved that – the only aspect which drew multiple “dissatisfied”
responses was the time available for discussion of Saturday topics. Even that is a posi-
tive, as the topics generated enough interest for people to want to engage in more dis-
cussion.

Finally, I wish to thank our committee for such an excellent job: Peter van Dongen:
chair, farm tours; Fran Bach: registrations, publicity; Connie Duivenvoorden: aquacul-
ture tours, publicity; Tony Greaves: treasurer, on-site registrations; Tamara Leigh: pro-
fessional development, hospitality; and Sandra Tretick: thank you gifts, professional
development. Also helping out immensely were John Watson and Clarice Springford. 

They all made me proud to be president of the BC Farm Writers’ Association and
make me glad I’m not part of the organizing committee for Edmonton. They’re going to
have to work hard to top us!
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A small group of volunteers from the BC Farm Writers’ Association  members rose to the occasion to stage one of the biggest CFWF
conferences ever. The 2008 organizing committee from left to right: Peter van Dongen (Chair) Fran Bach, Tamara Leigh, Connie
Duivenvoorden, Tony Greaves, David Schmidt and  Sandra Tretick. 

Tamara Leigh  wore more than one hat
at the conference! 

Editor’s note: Much of the credit for the successful conference also goes to
David Schmidt. He was responsible for sponsorships and provided valuable
leadership to the committee. (Thanks David, we know there were times when
you held yourself back to watch the vision unfold!)
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Thank You to Our Sponsors
who were so generous in

supporting the 
2008 CFWF Conference 

PLATINUM
AgriFood Comox Valley

Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC
Monsanto Canada 

GOLD
Pioneer/Dupont

BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 

SILVER
Beef Information Centre

Canadian Egg Marketing Agency
Chicken Farmers of Canada

Farm Credit Canada
Organic Sector Development Program

Syngenta Seeds

BRONZE
BASF

Bank of Montreal
BC Chicken Marketing Board

BC Egg Marketing Board
BC Milk Producers Association

BC Salmon Farmers  Association
BC Shellfish Growers Association

Canadian Turkey Marketing Agency
Canadian Wind Energy Association

CanWEA
Country Life in BC

Royal Bank of Canada
Small Farm Canada

SUPPORTERS
Alberta Egg Producers

Babe’s Honey Farm
BC Agriculture in the Classroom

BC Agriculture Council
BC Blueberry Growers

Best Western Westerly Hotel
Blackfin Pub at the Marina
Brian Harris Photography
Island Farmers’Alliance

Kingfisher Oceanside Resort
UBC Faculty of Land & Food Systems 

Showing he is a good sport, BC Minister of Agriculture and
Lands Stan Hagen presents Sandra Tretick, and members of
the organizing  committee with “gold” medals at the awards
night.

Say cheese! John Watson, Executive Director of Comox Valley
Economic Development, is an enthusiastic supporter of
Natural Pastures Cheese, and  agriculture in Vancouver
Island’s Comox Valley.



1. Sylvan Vale Nursery  produces over 8 million forest seedlings annually (David Schmidt photo). 2. Dalrymple Hatchery
(salmon) north of Campbell River (Ellen Goodman photo). 3. Beaufort Wines boast a remarkable nose (or fine aroma). The
other remarkable nose is that of their 14 foot tall, 4 ton Easter Island Statue that sits perched, keeping a careful watch along -
side the vineyard  (Tracey Feist photo).  4.  Young tilapia – Redfish Ranch is BC’s only licensed tilapia farm. Here, tilapia fin -
gerlings swim in their special cool-climate container (Janet Kanters photo).
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1. The audience grooved to a new personnel mix of the traditional GMO’s following the Saturday night awards banquet
2. Janel van Dongen seized the opportunity to spend more time with her busy Dad (Conference Chair Peter van
Dongen) and joined him at the microphone. 3. Kelly Daynard, Ontario Farm Animal Council and Robert Irwin, Better
Farming, share a visit after the banquet, while enjoying the sounds of the GMO’s.  4. Betty Birch, with Alberta
Agriculture and Rural Development in Lacombe, waits while colleague Tracey Feist, Groundwords Communications,
takes their picture with her camera! 5. Say “sardines”! In lieu of  missing a 7 a.m. shuttle, an anonymous “taxi driver”
came to the rescue and got  these four CFWF conference-goers (and their luggage) to Comox airport on time (Chris
Forrest & Ulrike Kucera of CanWEA in Ottawa, freelancer Allison Finnamore of Moncton, New Brunswick, and Adele
Pelland of Quarry Communications in Waterloo, ON). 
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Top honors awarded for agricultural communicators

CFWF 2008 Awards Program – Categories & Winners
Television News Reporting

The Jack McPherson Award - Sponsored by Dow AgroSciences

Gold: Crystal Goomansingh - Global National: Shrinking 
Harvest
Silver: A rt h u r C h u rc h y a r d - University of Guelph We b c a s t :
Building Bridges for Agriculture
B ronze: Claire Cowan - University of Guelph A g r i c u l t u r a l
Communications: Ontario Wheat Producers’ 50th Anniversary

Radio News Reporting
The Tom Leach Award - Sponsored by Bayer CropScience

Gold: Mark Waldron - Assignment Radio Podcasts: Ice Cider—
A New Farm Product
Silver: A rt h u r C h u rc h y a r d - Farm Feature—CKNX Radio:
Barcoding Agricultural Pests
Bronze: Rod Parker - Farm News: Directions to Farm

News Release
The Alice Switzer Award - Sponsored by Farm Business
Communications

Gold: Maureen Fitzhenry - Canadian Wheat Board: Innovative 
New Weather Network Sprouts fromPrairie Soil
Silver: John Lyons - Canadian Wheat Board: Prairie Wheat in
the Spotlight on National Stage
B ronze: T h e resa W h a l e n - R u i t er - Canadian Federation of
Agriculture: Free maintenance decal encourages farm safety

General Periodical
The Felix Schmaltz Award - Sponsored by Canadian Association
of Agri-Retailers

Gold: Kevin Hursh and Allison Finnamore - AgriSuccess 
Journal
Silver: Glenn Cheater - Canadian Farm Manager: F u n c t i o n a l
Foods
B ronze: Lilian Schaer - Ontario Veal Association: The Real
Deal About Veal!

Technical Feature
The Peter Lewington Award - Co-sponsored by Syngenta Seeds
Canada Inc. & Innovative Farmers Association of Ontario

Gold: Tom Button - Country Guide: 7 Benefits of off-farm 
investing

Silver: Andrew Douglas - Country Guide: The power principle
B ronze: Peter R e s c h k e - Ontario Farmer: Field tile irr i g a t i o n
stabilizes yield, recycles nutrients

Press Column
The Frank Jacobs Award - Sponsored by FCC Vi s i o n :
fccvision.ca

Gold: Barry Wilson - The Western Producer: Verheul a myth 
buster in ‘boy scout’trade queries
Silver: Laura Rance - Winnipeg Free Press: Better re t u r n s …
that’s good news, isn’t it?
B ronze: Kevin Hursh - Saskatoon Star Phoenix: Ritz crackers
cause indigestion

Press  Editorial
The O.R. Evans Award - Sponsored by Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited

Gold: Wendy Holm - Western Dairy Farmer: Beware a 
Conservative majority...
Silver: Dave Bedard - Manitoba Co-operator: The poor pineap -
ple’s burden
Bronze: Margaret Land - Fruit & Vegetable Magazine: The ori -
gin of the product

Congratulations to all the award winners!  Awards in 14 categories were presented at the CFWF awards banquet, held at the
conclusion of the three-day conference.   In all, 42 awards were presented, with a total of $7,800 in prize money going to the
winners. Winning entries were selected by a panel of 24 judges from across Canada and the U.S., including journalism pro-

fessors and editors from mainstream publications – agricultural and non-agricultural.

Laura Laing presents Claire Cowan with Bronze in the
Television News Reporting category.
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Press Feature

The Dick Beamish Award - Sponsored by Monsanto Canada 
Inc.
Gold: Chad Hershler - Small Farm Canada: The Accidental 
Apple Tree
Silver: Jeanine Moyer - Country Guide: When illness strikes
Bronze: Murray Tong - The Milk Producer: CLA: milk’s emerg -
ing miracle fat

Monthly Press Reporting
The Jack Cram Award - Sponsored by Canadian Seed Growers’
Association

Gold: Tom Button -Country Guide: Pioneer’s Hybrid
Silver: Gord Gilmour - Country Guide: Hot seat
Bronze: Andrew Douglas - Country Guide: Who’s next?

Weekly Press Reporting
The Q.H. Martinson Award - Sponsored by Cargill Specialty
Canola Oils
Gold: Sean Pratt - The Western Producer: Europe’s biodiesel 
industry struggles
Silver: John Gre i g - Ontario Farmer: Low-sulphur fuels cause
injection pump dilemmas
Bronze: Ron Friesen - Manitoba Co-operator: Good for farmers,
but for how long?

Daily Press Reporting
The C.B. Fairbairn Award - Sponsored by The Western Producer

Gold: Steve Buist, Barry Gray - Hamilton Spectator: A Pig’s 
Tale
Silver: Gina Te e l - Calgary Herald: Few celebrations as BSE
saga ends
Bronze: Larry Kusch - Winnipeg Free Press: Wheat board’s bar -
ley monopoly stands

World Wide Web Site
The Henry Heald Award - Sponsored by Quarry Integrated
Communications

Gold:  Dave Bedard, Jay Whetter – Grainews:www.grainews.ca
Silver: Chantal Fortier - Canadian Farm Business Management
Council: www.farmcentre.com
B ronze: Amanda Soulodre - Western Grains Research
Foundation: www.westerngrains.com

Feature Photograph
Sponsored by George Morris Centre

Gold: Mary MacArthur - The Western Producer: Rally Break
Silver: Laura Rance - Manitoba Co-operator: Open Pollinators
Bronze: Bryan Sikora - Country Life in B.C: 4H Swine

News Photograph
The John Phillips Award - Sponsored by Better Farming

Gold: Phil Hossack - Winnipeg Free Press: Wild, wild weather
Silver: Jamie Reaume - The Grower: A Pickin’ Good Time
Bronze: Jennifer Botham - Manitoba Co-operator: Quick exit

Crystal Jorgenson presents Marlene Hursh (L) (on behalf of
Kevin Hursh) and Allison Finnamore (R) Gold for
“AgriSuccess Journal” in the General Periodical category.

John Greig (R) accepts Bronze on behalf of Peter Reschke
(Ontario Farmer) in  the Technical Feature category. John
(Ontario Farmer) went on to win Silver in the Weekly Press
Reporting category. David Townsend presenting. 



Adjudication Process
Each category entry is independently reviewed, evaluated and scored by two judges where possible. Judges scores are averaged to
determine gold, silver and bronze winners in each category. Winning entries are generally required to attain an average score of 80 out
of 100 in order to place. In the case of a tie or an extreme variation in scores between judges, the awards chair may be required to inde-
pendently scrutinize and score the relevant entries.

Awards Chair
Hugh Maynard - Qu’anglo Communications & Consulting

Awards Administrator
Stephanie Maynard - Qu’anglo Communications & Consulting

Founding Patron - Monsanto Canada Inc.

Prizes
Gold - $300, Silver - $200, Bronze - $100

Judges
Television News Reporting Jim VanHorne, Broadcast Journalism, Fanshawe College

Bruce Sundeen, North Dakota State University Ag Communications

Radio News Reporting Tanya Birkbeck, CBC Montreal
Jim VanHorne, Broadcast Journalism, Fanshawe College

News Release Chuck Greig, Greigmyr Gardens and Media Consulting
Faith Peppers, University of Georgia Public Affairs

General  Periodical Clyde Graham, Canadian Fertilizer Institute
John Muggeridge, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada

Technical Feature Paula Mohr, The Farmer
Debbie Drolen Jones, Penton Media

Press Column Sandy Cushon, Freelance Writer/Broadcaster
Steve Fairchild, Today’s Farmer, MFA Inc.

Press Editorial Barry MacCormack, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada
Jim Patrico, The Progressive Farmer Magazine

Press Feature Nancy McGuire, AgriBiz Communications Corp
Jeff Caldwell, Successful Farming, Agriculture Online

Monthly Press Reporting Gil Gullickson, Successful Farming Magazine
Gregg Hillyer, The Progressive Farmer Magazine

Weekly Press Reporting Tony Greaves, Freelance Writer

Daily Press Reporting Carman Cumming, Carleton University
Jim Algae, The Sun Times

World Wide Web Site John Mahoney, Log Cabin Chronicles
Linda Sleichter, Kansas State University

Feature Photography Linda Smith, Farm Journal
Phil Norton, Countyphotographer.com
News Photography Phil Norton, 
Countyphotographer.com
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Summary of the CFWF 2008 Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 4th, 2008

Best Western Westerly Hotel, Comox Valley, British Columbia

President’s Report
John Greig stated it had been a pleasure

to have been president for the year and
was thankful for the dedication and quality
of people involved in CFWF. The mem-
bership numbers rose this year to an all
time high at 400, which is extraordinary.
CFWF was involved in the recent National
Debate on Agriculture by having CFWF
secretary-treasurer Hugh Maynard moder-
ate. CFWF is starting to make more global
connections and is moving forward in the
run-up to the IFAJ congress in 2011. Owen
Roberts is the first Canadian on the IFA J
presidium, currently as secretary, and there
were more Canadians that won awards at
IFAJ than any other country this year. 

Conference Rotations
The CFWF has a two years west/one

year east rotation which is as follows:
2009 Alberta (Edmonton)
2010 Saskatchewan
2011 Eastern Canada (IFAJ in Guelph 

and Niagara Falls)
2012 Manitoba
2013 British Columbia
2014 Eastern Canada
2015 Alberta

Awards Program Report
Stephanie Maynard presented the 2008

Awards Program update.  This year’s
awards program had 218 entries, again a
slight decline from last year and a contin-
ued trend over the past few years. T h e
Press Feature category remained the
l a rgest category having 42 submissions
and TV News Reporting was the smallest
category with four entries; the Radio News
Reporting category finally emerged from
i t ’s usual status as the smallest category
with eight entries.

There were many new judges on-board
this past year and they really enjoyed their
task, many thanking us for the opportunity
to judge, one even mentioned wanting to

hire some of the writers! However it
remains difficult to find judges and sug-
gestions are greatly appreciated. This year
the awards program is looking for input on
whether or not to include electronic entries
and how we go about doing that to ensure
the process is fair and equitable for written
publications and electronic ones alike, all
with the aim of being more inclusive in
this digital age. The Farm Credit Canada
Vision Panel: fccvision.ca, graciously
agreed to sponsor our Press Column award
as the previous sponsor had retired, and we
welcome them as a new sponsor, while
Monsanto continues to support the awards
as the Founding Patron. We are grateful to
all of our long standing sponsors who con-
tinue to support the program and provide
prize money for winners. We are still look-
ing to honour someone by naming the
Feature Photography category after them -
suggestions would be most welcome.

IFAJ Report
IFAJ Monsanto Bursary recipient Kelly

Daynard gave a presentation at the banquet
on her participation in the 2008 IFA J
Congress in Austria and Slovenia. Owen
Roberts gave a report on the 2011 IFA J
conference to be held in Canada by CFWF.
There were sign up sheets distributed for
people to sign up on committees.

A formula has been devised for dealing
with any profits that might accrue from the
congress and these will be divided up in
the following manner: ECFWA 3 5 % ;
CFWF 35%; AFWA 7.5%; MFWBA 7.5%;
SFWA 7.5%; BCFWA 7.5%.

Executive Elections
BCFWA appointed David Schmidt as their
representative on the CFWF executive
council.
A F WA appointed Annemarie Pederson &
Janet Kanters
SFWA appointed Myrna Stark Leader
MFWBA appointed John Morris

ECFWA appointed John Greig and Lillian
Schaer

Members at Large
Tamara Leigh was nominated and
acclaimed as the western representative.
Hugh Maynard was nominated and
acclaimed as eastern representative.
At the executive meeting following the
annual meeting, the following positions
were determined for 2008-2009 by the
council:

President: John Greig
Vice-president: Myrna Stark-Leader
Secretary -Treasurer: Hugh Maynard
Editor, Farm Journalist:  Connie
Duivenvoorden 
IFAJ representative: Janet Kanters

NEW BUSINESS

Membership
The annual meeting adopted the execu-

t i v e ’s recommendation to increase mem-
bership fees for 2009 by $10 (for a total of
$30) as there hadn’t been an increase in
fees since the mid-1990’s, yet services
being offered by CFWF have increased.
CFWF budgets annually for a deficit,
which is offset by fluctuating conference
s u r p l u s ’ donated by regional associations.
It is felt this is not good business practice,
the increase in membership fees would
allow the organization to budget for a bal-
anced budget. The increase in revenue
would also allow the organization to pur-
chase Directors’ & Officers Liability
Insurance. 

Head Office
CFWF is planning to incorporate with

Industry Canada and is therefore required
to have an official Head Office. The annu-
al meeting adopted the executive’s recom-
mendation to locate the Head Office in the
Municipality of Ormstown, Quebec (loca-
tion of the CFWF Secretariat).
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CFWF Financial Statement - 2007
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2006 2007 2007
Budget Final

INCOME

Awards Fees $  4,940 $  5,000 $   5,160
Sponsors $10,800 $11,600 $ 11,600
IFAJ Bursary $  2,500 $  2,500 $   2,500

Conference Registrations $         0 $       0 $          0
Sponsors $         0 $       0 $   1,500
Other $11,952 $  3,000 $   7,243

Memberships $  5,980 $  6,000 $   8,940
Interest $         2 $         5 $          2
Other $  1,046 $         0 $   1,000

TOTAL INCOME $37,220 $28,105 $37,945

EXPENSES

Administration Admin-Coordinate $   8,122 $ 7,500 $  6,293
Conf. calls $      455 $    750 $     565 
Other $   1,470 $ 1,000 $  2,009

Awards Administration $   2,376 $ 2,000 $  2,661
Certificates $      700 $ 1,000 $     583
Judging $   1,700 $ 1,500 $  1,675
Prizes $   7,900 $ 8,400 $  7,800
Refunds $        40 $    100 $     190
IFAJ Bursary $   2,500 $ 2,500 $  2,500

Conference Expenses $   3,007 $      0 $ 1,500
Refunds $          0 $        0 $         0

Farm Journalist Honorarium $          0 $ 1,000 $         0
Travel $          0 $ 1,000 $  1,056

IFAJ Fees $   3,300 $ 3,000 $  3,300
Congress rep. $          0 $        0 $  1,590

TOTAL EXPENSES $31,570 $29,750 $31,722

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $  5,650 $ (1,645) $  6,222

Surplus/Deficit $11,620 $ 17,270 $ 17,270
Retained earnings $17,270 $ 15,625 $ 23,492



A word from the CFWF president . . . 
By John Greig, ECFWA, CFWF President

The CIA debate moderating opportunity
was one which came up quickly. Hug
Maynard, the CFWF secretary treasurer
who has moderating experience, and is
bilingual was an easy choice to fill the
moderating duties.

The debate idea came from the
Manitoba association, some of whose
members hatched the idea that their associ-
ation could host a regional debate during
the election. They chatted with some of
their colleagues from Saskatchewan, and
then the idea came out that a debate,
national in scope, could be hosted on the
Prairies. T h a t ’s when the national execu-
tive got involved. Along the way it was
decided that to host a debate on such short
notice might be too ambitious for this elec-
tion. I think it’s an intriguing idea for the
future, though.

Meanwhile, it was mentioned to the
Canadian Federation of Agriculture that
CFWF would be interested in being
involved in its debate, and the opportunity
to provide a moderator came along. It was
good national exposure for the org a n i z a-
tion.

The Eastern Canada Farm Wr i t e r s ’
Association has played the role of inde-
pendent sponsor of controversial panel dis-
cussion. We’ve put together people on a
panel which no other farm org a n i z a t i o n s

could due to their internal politics. It cre-
ates some interesting buzz for annual
meetings and professional development
seminars.

Thanks to the British Columbia Farm
Writers’ Association for hosting  an excel-
lent conference in Comox. Attendance was
excellent, especially for a conference on
the coast. We learned a lot about the dedi-
cation given to agriculture in the Comox
Valley where it is the core goal of the eco-
nomic development organization to devel-
op a farming and food industry. 

There was interesting debate about food
coverage, and an inspiring presentation
about how British Columbia’s Agriculture
in the Classroom group is trying to get
actual produce into the hands of school
children, along with education about their
food.

Thanks to Peter van Dongen, confer-
ence chair, and his committee.

I’m pleased  to be back for a second
year as president of the Canadian Farm
Wr i t e r s ’ Federation. Your national execu-
tive is unchanged, other than Lilian Schaer
as the new representative, along with
myself of the Eastern Canada Farm
Writers' Association. Welcome Lilian. She
replaces Allison Finnamore. T h a n k s
Allison for your work on the executive
these past years.

The Canadian Farm Wr i t e r s ’ Federation was
pleased to provide a moderator for the recent
national federal election debate on agricul-

ture, put on by the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture.It was an opportunity which made me
think that the organization could play an independent
role within the agriculture industry on a more regular
basis. 
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Congratulations to Mary Baxter,
winner of this year’s bursary
from the Eastern Canada Farm

Wr i t e r s ’ Association (ECFWA). The $700
bursary is awarded annually and provides
funding to assist the winner with costs
related to attending the annual CFWF con-
ference. Her winning entry was chosen
from a number of applications.

Baxter is a field editor with B e t t e r
Farming and Better Pork. She has been a
member of the ECFWA for three years and
has sat on the association’s executive for
two.  She is currently the association’s sec-
ond vice president.

In her application, Baxter focused on
the importance she places on having the
opportunity to connect with agricultural
communications peers across Canada.  

Said Baxter, “Canadian Farm Wr i t e r s ’
Federation conferences are so important.
Through tours they provide valuable
opportunities to connect with the people
farming in specific regions. Through semi-
nars, they help us to hone the diverse skills
demanded of agricultural coverage. T h e
awards program not only recognizes best
efforts but also helps the industry to estab-
lish standards for work. Last, but certainly
not least, is the opportunity to build rela-

tionships that can provide career-long sup-
port.”

Following her return from this year’s
conference in Comox, Baxter will provide
both photos and articles for ECFWA’s
newsletter and website as well as for her
own publications.

ECFWA’s mentorship program
The ECFWA has established two

matches between junior and experienced
members and communicators for this
year’s mentorship program. 

The mentorship program began two
years ago after a survey of the ECFWA
membership revealed a strong interest in
the idea. The program involves a year’s
commitment between the participant and
m e n t o r. Matches are based on areas of
interest. Although the program was origi-
nally initiated to help those breaking into
agricultural communications, it is avail-
able to any ECFWA member in good
standing.

Mentorships can be used to help estab-
lish contacts within the industry, hone spe-
cific skills or provide feedback on press
releases or other writings. Establishing the
exact nature and time commitment of the
relationship is up to those involved. 

This year’s matches include a pairing

between Richard Phillips, Executive
Director of the Grain Growers of Canada
and Sarah Van Engelen. The second match
is between veteran farm journalist Jim
Romahn and new ECFWA member Marnie
Johnson. Both girls are recent graduates of
the University of Guelph and are looking
to pursue careers in agricultural communi-
cations. Thank you to both Richard and
Jim for volunteering their time to this wor-
thy program.

Any ECFWA member interested in
either being mentored or becoming a men-
tor can contact any member of the
ECFWA Board of Directors.

New ECFWA website
If you haven’t been on the ECFWA

website in a while (www.ecfwa.ca), you
might want to check out all of the new
enhancements. ECFWA’s newsletter editor
Kim Waalderbos and website designer
Kyle Maw have spent the summer months
adding a number of new features. The site
now includes information on how to
become a member, upcoming events,
downloads of past newsletters, contact
information, photos and more. 

If you’ve got ideas on how we can con-
tinue to make improvements to the website,
email Kim at  Kim.waalderbos@adfarmon-

News from ECFWA
By  Kelly Daynard, ECFWA President

Hill & Knowlton Canada adds food & agribusiness
expertise 

Sarah Andrewes, and Jane Shapiro, former co-leads of the Food and Agribusiness practice at Fleishman-Hillard Canada, recent-
ly joined Hill & Knowlton’s corporate communications practice. Sarah Andrewes, a board member  of the Eastern Canadian
Farm Writers’ Association, joins H&K as a vice president in the corporate communications team. Her experience includes

award-winning communications programs for Pfizer Animal Health and Egg Farmers of Canada. She has also worked with the
Alliance of Ontario Food Processors, Dow AgroSciences Omega-9 Oils, Maple Leaf Foods and has developed crisis communications
and recall communications plans for private-label and brand name food companies. Sarah is also on the Board of Farm Radio
International and  chairs the marketing committee for the 2011 International Federation of Agricultural Journalists congress, to be held
in Canada for the first time since 1967. 

H & K ’s experience includes public affairs, product marketing, crisis communications and issues management for commodity
groups, food and beverage processors, foodservice operators and others. 
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Manitoba kicked off its luncheon meetings with a presentation October 23 by Dr.
Rick Holley, Department of Food Science at the University of Manitoba, on the topic
“Listeriosis Coverage: Does the Media Deserve a Second Chance?” Dr. Holley was one
of the food safety experts widely quoted by media during the height of the Maple Leaf
listeriosis crisis, fielding more than 110 inquiries from reporters in a five-week period.
He gave the media a passing grade in their coverage of the issues, and offered his view
on how journalists could have dug deeper into the story. Rick’s takeaway message on
the issue of Canadian food safety: “You can’t inspect safety into food – you have to
build it in.” 

Manitoba food expert rates the media 
By Crystal Jorgenson, MFWBA

Staff changes at Canadian Cattleman 

MFWBA Update

After 20 years with Canadian
Cattlemen, associate editor Larry Thomas
has left to take a new position with the
Market Development Council of the
Canadian Cattlemen’s A s s o c i a t i o n .
Debbie Furber has joined Cattlemen in
the new position of field editor. She has
been a regular freelance contributor to
Cattlemen, Grainews, Country Guide and
Wheat, Oats and Barley since 2003.
Debbie and her husband Gerry raise com-
mercial cattle as well as cereals, oilseeds
and forages on their farm near Ti s d a l e ,
Saskatchewan.

New presidium will continue building member benefits 
By Stefanie Nagelschmitz, Canada . Submitted by Owen Roberts, ECFWA

Experience is the key word for the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists’ new presidium, elected by delegates at
the organization’s 52nd annual congress in Austria-Slovenia in September. 

The presidium consists of President Mike Wilson (USA), Vice-President Markus Rediger (Switzerland), General Secretary Owen
Roberts (Canada) and Treasurer James Campbell (Ireland). 

Wilson served as IFAJ vice-president for eight years. Rediger was IFAJ treasurer for the four years of the previous presidium. From
2004-2008, Roberts served as vice-president for professional development and education, and Campbell chaired the IFAJ executive
group’s host country committee. 

“The new members of the presidium are an experienced group of working journalists and communicators who will be a great asset
to this organization,” says Wilson. “The IFAJ is in good hands.” 

Wilson says he looks forward to working with the presidium and executive committee. He wants to continue making IFAJ an
increasingly dynamic organization and implementing its 2015 strategic plan, adopted by delegates at the 2008 Congress. 

“IFAJ has successfully transformed from a social group to a professional service organization, and we need to continue providing
members with new benefits,” he says. 

Debbie Furber.

Rick Holley.
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Wilson is executive editor of F a r m
Futures, a US farm business magazine. He
has worked for the Farm Progress Co. as a
writer, photographer and editor since 1985.
He served on the Board of Directors of the
American Agricultural Editors’
Association and in July was named the
a s s o c i a t i o n ’s 2008 Writer of the Ye a r.
Wilson holds a Bachelor’s Degree in agri-
cultural journalism from the University of
Illinois. 

Vice-President Markus Rediger is man-
aging director of the A g r i c u l t u r a l
Information Centre LID in Bern,
Switzerland. In 1986 Rediger joined the
Swiss Guild of Agricultural Journalists and
has served on the chairing committee for

over 10 years. He has a Masters of Science
in agronomy from Zurich’s Federal
Institute of Technology and Masters of
Extension Education from the University
of Illinois. 

General Secretary Owen Roberts is an
instructor at the University of Guelph and
a freelance agricultural journalist who spe-
cializes in communicating farming to
urban audiences. He is also co-chair of the
2011 IFAJ Congress. Roberts, a senator in
the Canadian Farm Writers Federation,
earned a Masters of Science in rural exten-
sion from the University of Guelph and is
halfway through his Doctorate of
Education from Texas A&M University. 

Treasurer James Campbell is the I r i s h

Farmers Journal editor for Northern
Ireland. He is past president of the Guild
of Agricultural Journalists of Ireland.
Campbell is vice chair of the Northern
Ireland Agricultural Research Council. He
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in biochemistry,
Masters of Agriculture in farm business
economics and post graduate Diploma in
agricultural communications, all from
Queen’s University of Belfast. 

Rounding out the presidium for the next
two years is David Markey as immediate
past-president. Markey will concentrate
specifically on sponsorship and fundraising
through his tenure, cultivating the many
contacts he developed as president from
2004-2008, and as treasurer before that. 

It was almost ten years ago that I first became a member of
the Eastern Canada Farm Writers’ Federation (ECFWA). 

Coming from a career at a small weekly newspaper in rural
Ontario, I’d always had an interest in writing about farmers and
farm families but didn’t know that there were so many others that
shared this passion.

To then learn that there were professional organizations across
Canada and throughout the world that shared this passion was
both surprising and exciting. In the decade since, I’ve enjoyed the
opportunities I’ve had to meet many of the members of the
CFWF and, over the years, I’ve listened with more than a mild
interest when delegates have returned from annual IFAJ congress-
es in such places as Africa, Australia, Norway and Switzerland.

When a growing contingent of CFWF members returned from
the 2007 IFAJ congress in Japan with their stories and photos, I
knew that this was something I had to experience myself. 

In the year leading up to the 2008 Congress, I had perused the
IFAJ website so often that I think I had it memorized. The con-
gress offered delegates the chance to tour three countries -
Slovakia, Slovenia and Austria. The fact that the agenda was also
peppered with such things as dinners at ancient castles, trips to
pasture ranges high in the Austrian mountains, a tour of a salt
farm in the Adriatic Sea and a visit to the famed breeding farm of
the Lipizzaner stallions made it even more tempting.

This dream became a reality when CFWF vice president
Myrna Stark Leader phoned late last winter to inform me that I

was the recipient of the 2008 bursary. I was both thrilled and
overwhelmed to have been chosen to represent Canada at this
congress and planning for the trip began in earnest. Despite the
excitement, though, I don’t think the magnitude of what I would
experience was fully absorbed until part way through dinner on
the opening night.

There I was seated with delegates from Australia, Switzerland,
Spain and South Africa. Over the course of the meal (held in a
centuries-old palace), we talked about food polices, water quality
and quantity issues, animal welfare practices and more. Looking
around the table that night I realized that IFAJ was about so much
more than the farm tours we were going to experience in the next
few days – it was about the connections I was making with dele-
gates as well.

Delegates hailed from 29 countries around the world and came
from radically different backgrounds. A young journalist I met
from South African was excited about the recent story she had
written on challenges of caring for a young, orphaned giraff e
while a delegate from Norway won an award for the photo he had
taken of outside a global seed vault. The vault, located on a north-
ern Norwegian island, is framed by an unsurpassed view of gla-
ciers and fjords and his photo reflected the unique beauty of his
country. At any given time on the daily bus tours, you could also
hear a dozen languages being spoken and at the formal banquet,
the clothing of choice ranged from tuxedos to  kimonos. 

What we did all share, though, was the same passion for a
good agricultural story and a keen interest in learning more about

Experiencing an IFAJ Congress
By  Kelly Daynard, 2008 recipient of the CFWF/Monsanto travel bursary

and Program Manager for the Ontario Farm Animal Council
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a foreign country.
In an amusing aside, one night at dinner
we were all astounded to realize that we
had more in common than we had initially
thought. That evening we were challenged
to a competition where each country’s del-
egates had to perform a song from their
home land. The Canadians began the sere-
nade with a slightly off-key but very patri-
otic rendition of “Oh Canada” and other
delegates followed with a variety of folk
tunes, drinking songs and national
anthems.

But it was the six Japanese delegates
who brought down the house. Generally a
fairly formal group, they began their ver-
sion of “If you’re happy and you know it
clap your hands”.  And suddenly, in more
than a dozen languages, delegates were
singing and clapping along. It was truly a
moment to be remembered. 

When attending an agenda-packed
international event like the recent IFA J
Congress, it’s all you can do to focus on
the moment. Day after day we were kept

rushing from one event to another and
from one farm visit to the next. We often
left our hotels by 7 a.m. and didn’t return
until late in the night. Given this pace,
there was only time to superficially
process our newly-gained experiences on a
very fragmented basis as we frantically
wrote notes and snapped photos that would
help to jog our memories at a later date.

It’s only after we return to the familiari-
ty of home that we begin to process our
experiences on a deeper level. The seven
Canadian delegates who attended this
event have also returned with pages of
notes of things we will need to consider as
we ramp up plans to host our own
Canadian IFAJ congress in three short
years. 

I’d again like to thank Monsanto and
the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation for
choosing me to represent the CFWF at this
year’s congress. It truly was the opportuni-
ty of a lifetime and I encourage all CFWF
members to apply in the coming years.

“It truly was the

opportunity of a

lifetime and I

encourage all

CFWF members to

apply in the coming

years.”

16  THE FARM JOURNALIST, NOVEMBER 2008

Delegates from Japan participate in a singing competition with their version of “If
you’re happy and you know it  clap your hands”.



Farming in a post-communist era
By Kelly Daynard, 2008 recipient of the CFWF/Monsanto travel bursary  

and Program Manager for the Ontario Farm Animal Council

Twenty years ago, a visit by for-
eign journalists to Slovakia
would not have been possible.

Under communist rule, the requirements
would have been so stringent that it would
have been difficult – if not impossible –
for delegates from 16 countries to come
together to tour farms and talk shop. But
that is exactly what this year’s three-day
2008 IFAJ congress pre tour was all about.

One of the key focuses of our visit to
Slovakia was on how farmers in this coun-
try have adapted to life after communism.
In 1948, a communist government took
over this small nation. Farmers had their
land confiscated and became employees of
the state. That system ruled for 40 years –

by which time most working farmers had
retired and their children had grown up
knowing nothing except agriculture under
a communist regime. 

Communist rule ended in 1989 and
Slovakia separated from Czechoslovakia
in 1992. These two momentous events
completely changed the shape of this
country and the lives of its 5.3 million
inhabitants. Our tour guide, Miroslav,
described the first few years as being
“chaos” and said that the country is still
shaping itself as people learn to trust and
work with each other under a free enter-
prise system.

At the end of communism, farmers who
could prove that they had owned land prior
to the 1948 confiscation had their property

returned to them. Others, who
had spent years working on
state farms were given shares in
newly formed collective farms.
I t ’s a complicated system,
though. A collective farm can
have up to 5,000 different own-
ers each receiving a diff e r e n t
share of the profits, depending
on the size of their ownership. 

Under the state farm system,
the average farm size had been
4,000 to 5,000 hectares. Now,
the average farm is about 800
hectares and the average farm
worker makes 550 Euros per
month (A Euro is about $1.60
Canadian).

On our pre tour, we met three
farmers who worked under both
systems and their comments
were interesting.  Our expecta-
tions were to have them talk in
favour of private enterprise but
while they see the benefits of

the new system, their answers
came with qualifications.

Jozef Puvak has been chairman
of a large dairy, swine and cash crop oper-
ation for 23 years – since he was 33 years
of age. During communism, he noted that
farm workers became accustomed to
working on collective farms with constant
salaries and no managerial responsibilities.
Farm workers, during this era, had special-
ized areas of expertise. Some specifically
cared for crops while others focused on the
care of livestock. 

Said Jozef, “Before, it was all org a n-
ized by the state. We were told how much
milk and meat we had to produce. T h e r e
was no responsibility.”

At the end of communism, however,
farmers had to become experts in all areas
and, if they hadn’t been raised knowing 

Slovakian farm manager Jozef Puvak is shown in the centre of this photo talking to IFAJ dele -
gates about his cattle.  
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how to do specific tasks, it was often diffi-
cult or impossible to gain the now-needed
expertise. And, as a result, many have left
their farm careers in favour of other forms
of employment.

In some instances, farmers have chosen
to share their areas of expertise by work-
ing together under a cooperative system.
In Jozef’s case, farmers from three villages
(150 farm owners) share a farm operation
of 1,300 hectares of crops, 1,000 dairy
cows and 3,500 pigs. Their farming model
has proved to be a successful one. The 60
full time employees are paid much better
than the national average – about 12,000
Euros each year. As chair, Jozef is re-elect-
ed by the farm owners every five years and
the system appears to be working.

Slovakia joined the EU in 2004 and the
subsidy farmers receive now comes mostly
from the EU - 50% to be precise. Farmers

receive funding whether they farm their
land or not, but can also receive dollars for
specific projects or improvements related
to production or environment.  

This theme of the level of EU subsidies
followed us throughout the congress. In
Austria, a farmer raising beef cattle in the
mountains was refreshingly honest about
his farming situation stating, “It’s impor-
tant that government subsidizes this type
of agriculture because without it, we
c o u l d n ’t exist.” And subsidize they do.
Throughout Austria, we were told that
farmers receive an average subsidy of 50
Euros for every hectare of land they are
farming. Grants are also available to help
with the costs of capital expenditures like
new barns, tractors or watering equipment.
The beef farmer estimated that for the
average Austrian farmer, 2/3 of their agri-
cultural income comes from subsidies – a

surprising amount to be sure.
Participating in an organized adventure

like that provided by the International
Federation of Agricultural Journalists
(IFAJ) allows delegates the opportunity to
meet people and visit places that we’d
never be able to experience on our own. 

Without exception, each of the farmers
we met in Slovakia, Austria and Slovenia
were knowledgeable, gracious and wel-
coming.  They were also incredibly honest
in their analysis of the challenges and
opportunities that come from farming
within the structure of the European
Union. For those of us who had little or no
knowledge about EU agriculture, this was
a fascinating glimpse into their every day
reality and many of us
returned home with a
keen interest to learn
more. 

Canada’s seven delegates to the IFAJ congress included, from left, Lilian Schaer, Sarah Sutton, Owen Roberts, Janet Kanters, Kim
Waalderbos, Kelly Daynard and John Greig.
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Southern Alberta reporter blown away by IFAJ Congress
By Sarah Sutton, AFWA

Sarah is a reporter for Alberta Farmer and a recipient of the IFAJ-Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award    

In southern Alberta, we know about
wind – delicate whispers that tease
your hair, playful breezes that tickle

your face and forceful blasts that shock
your senses. It seems the International
Federation of Agricultural Journalists
knows about wind as well. 

It knows about whirlwinds – not the
fierce, disorderly mini-tornado types, but
the fanciful, energetic swirls of leaves on
an autumn evening. From September 10 to
14, I attended the IFAJ 2008 Congress in
Austria and Slovenia as an IFA J - A l l t e c h
Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism
Award recipient, and I’ve been reeling
from the experience ever since.

I was caught in a current, along with
hundreds of other agricultural journalists,
and whisked around the countryside of
Austria and Slovenia, whirling in and out
of ballrooms and banquet halls, conference
rooms and courtyards, processing facilities
and pastures. 

My thoughts flit from sharing a cab
from the airport to my hotel with Owen
Roberts to after-dinner beers with journal-
ists from the Netherlands, Northern
Ireland and Australia to city tours of Graz
and Ljubljana. 

Farm tours, being the main part of the
conference, provided opportunities to learn
about innovative, sustainable agriculture in
Europe, highlighting apple orchards, bio-
mass heating systems, dairy processing,
and Teran wine.

Most of the apples in Austria are grown
and sold locally, coming from Styria’s
“Apple Road”. Styria is the province of
Austria known for its agricultural opera-
tions. The countryside is covered (literal-
ly) with black-netted apple orchards.
While you may think the black netting is
meant to deter birds, it is actually to pro-
tect fruit from hail damage. Karl and
Martin Leitner are the father-son team
who run Niglbauer, an apple orchard and

processing facility on nine acres along
“Apple Road”. We tasted the fruits of their
labour - apple juice, apple wine and apple
schnapps. Karl said that about 50 per cent
of the apples in Styria are grown within a
two kilometre radius.

The next morning we visited KWB
Biomass Heating Systems, a biomass boil-
er manufacturing company. I’m a ranch-
er’s daughter from the forests of northern
British Columbia, so naturally I love trees.
The boiler systems produced at KWB are
so simple – it’s a wonder why such units
are not more popular in Canada, consider-
ing our abundant wood supply. Many
farmers in the Styria region purchase large
systems and sell excess energy to their
neighbours. It was interesting to compare
farming techniques and technologies  with
other journalists  on the tours.

Sarah Sutton grabs a handful of wood
pellets at KWB Biomass Heating
Systems near Graz, Austria. Through
innovation and research, the company
promotes the use of renewable and
efficient sources of energy.

“I’m a rancher’s
daughter from the
forests of northern

British Columbia, so
naturally I love trees.
The boiler systems 
produced at KWB are

so simple – it’s a wonder
why such units are not

more popular in Canada,
considering our 
abundant wood

supply.”
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Our first stop in Slovenia was
Mlekarna Celeia, the 2nd largest milk
facility in the country, processing about
25,000 litres of milk per hour. The facility
processes fresh milk, collected by contract
trucks every other day from farmers and
farmer cooperatives in central Slovenia,
and turns it into 1.5% and 3.5% milk, 10
types of cheese, 30 types of yogurt, and
sour and sweet cream. On average, the
farmer receives about 0.36 cents per litre,
depending on fat and protein content.
Mlekarna Celeia works with 20 to 30
farmer cooperatives, with each farmer
owning 10 to 20 cows. Most of the prod-
ucts are sold in Slovenia, although some is
exported to Croatia, Bosnia and Kosovo.

The coastal region of Slovenia is
known for its KRAS-Karst wine-growing
region. A picturesque limestone plateau
rises steeply above the most northern part
of the Adriatic Sea, embracing more than
650 hectares of vineyards. The Teran is the
specialty wine of this region, over 2,000
years old and produced by Reforsk grapes
grown in the red Karstic soil, or terra rosa.
It is a dark red wine, almost black, with a
peculiar wild berry fragrance. To m a _
_kerlj, a vintner in the KRAS-Karst

region, says the Teran is best in its first
two years of age, but it can also be con-
sumed as an older wine. Many have attrib-
uted healing effects to the Teran, due to
certain minerals in the red soil. Consumers
can recognize the wine by its "Teran PTP"
marking.

While the tours were invaluable for
broadening my perspective of world agri-
culture, it was the in-between journeys, as
we were being whisked from stop to stop,
where I learned the most about the IFA J
and its members. One of my favourite
memories is walking under an umbrella
down the rain-soaked streets of Portoroz,
Slovenia, with another young journalist,
Katie Lomas from the UK, and former
IFAJ president David Markey on our way
to dinner. Talk about a royal escort!

Now as I sit in my office, miles and
memories away from the IFAJ Congress
and its participants, I am inspired by the
people I’ve met and the places I’ve seen. It
is encouraging to know that across the
windswept sea, or even just down the
street, there are journalists out there who
are writing passionately about the agricul-
tural industry and its issues.

The Teran is a famous Slovenian
wine, produced of the Reforsk grape
variety grown in the red soils of the
KRAS-Karst region. It is tradition -
ally served with Karst air- d r i e d
ham, but also with strong and
flavoured cheeses, salami, bacon,
red meat and venison.

Employees at Steirerfrucht sort locally grown apples to be packaged and sold
at stores throughout Austria. 



Looking ahead to Canada’s congress - IFAJ 2011 planning
update

By Lilian Schaer, IFAJ 2011 Co-Chair

It’s still three years away – but excitement is building across
the country for our chance to welcome the world’s agricul-
tural journalists. Planning has started in earnest for the

International Federation of Agriculture Journalists’ ( I FAJ) con-
gress that will be hosted by Canada in the Guelph and Niagara
regions of Ontario in September 2011. 

The big  picture
People: Many of you have come forward in recent months to 

volunteer your help to organize this big event, which is wonder-
ful. If you haven’t already heard from the chair of your commit-
tee, they will be getting in touch with you this fall to let you know
what’s needed. 

S p o n s o r s: Hosting a major international conference takes
financial resources to make it happen, especially in the early days
as we lay the foundation for the event and begin to generate inter-
est amongst IFAJ members worldwide. It’s a great opportunity to
showcase Canadian innovation, tradition and leadership to our
colleagues both here at home and across the globe. We appreciate
Pioneer and Syngenta’s support of IFAJ 2011 to date – and there
are plenty of opportunities for others to become involved as well. 

Program: The quality of the conference program is integral to
making this event a success. Our tours and professional develop-

ment committees are busy building an interesting and exciting
program for delegates. It’ll be a work in progress as topics and
times change over the next few years, but it’s our goal to show-
case culture as well as agriculture.

Next  steps
Finishing touches are being put on sponsorship opportunities 

for the event. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor or have
ideas about who should be, please contact Sponsorship Chair Jane
Robinson at jane.robinson@adfarmonline.com. 

We will be presenting a draft congress agenda to the IFA J
Executive at their semi-annual meeting in Berlin in January. We’ll
also make it available on our conference website,
www.ifaj2011.com, so you can see what we’re planning and what
you can look forward to for 2011.

We’ll be providing regular updates on our planning progress in
the Farm Journalist in the weeks, months and years to come – so
stay tuned and help us look ahead to Canada’s congress. 

Questions? 
Lilian Schaer, Congress Co-Chair, lilianschaer@rogers.com,

519-837-1326
Owen Roberts, Congress Co-Chair, owen@uoguelph.ca, 519-

824-4120

Members of the Canadian Farm
Writers’ Federation who  are
interested in learning more about
future IFAJ congresses can visit
the following websites:

IFAJ 2009 (Fort Worth, Texas) 
July 31 to  August 4, 2009 
www.ifaj2009.com

IFAJ 2010 (Ostend, Belgium) 
April 17 to  21, 2010 
www.ifaj2010.com

IFAJ 2011 (Guelph and Niagara 
Falls, Canada) 
September
www.2011.org

Canadian participants at the 2008 IFAJ congress.  L to R: Sarah Sutton,
Lillian Schaer, Kim Waalderbos and John Greig. With only three years to
the IFAJ congress in Canada,  Canadian flags will soon start appearing on
the congress scene. 
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