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The growing demand for skilled
agricultural communicators has
prompted the University of

Guelph to look at prospects for a new
teaching, learning and outreach initiative.

This summer and fall, three U of G stu-
dents are conducting a feasibility study to
determine if and how an agricultural com-
munications education centre at the
University could contribute to the sector’s
communications needs, while simultane-
ously readying students for employment
opportunities once they graduate.

The study is co-ordinated by CFWF
members Owen Roberts and Lilian Schaer,
who, along with fellow CFWF member
Kim Waalderbos, co-ordinate Guelph’s
highly successful Students Promoting
Awareness of Research Knowledge
(SPARK) program. 

S PARK gives students an opportunity
to gain communications skills and knowl-
edge to take into the professional world.
S PARK is dedicated to communicating
research; the feasibility study was prompt-
ed by an increase in requests for students
to create or co-ordinate communications
projects that are not research-based. 

The student participants in the study
are Nicole Beechey, Harriet Lee and Geoff
Martin. Nicole, an agricultural business
student, brings an agricultural background
to the project. Harriet, a psychology and
marketing management co-op student, and

G e o ff, a marketing management co-op
student, both contribute strong research
and survey knowledge.  

“We have a great deal of evidence that
suggests there are several ways the sector
is interested in supporting agricultural
communications education for Guelph stu-
dents, and involving them in practical,
real-world experiences,” says Roberts.
“This feasibility study will help tell if that
interest can be nurtured with a structured,
identifiable entry point, such as a centre or
some other such initiative.”

Research will be conducted throughout
the summe r. Representatives from all
aspects of the agricultural industry, includ-
ing farm writers, not-for-profit groups and
commercial organizations, will be inter-
viewed and surveyed for their perspectives
on the ways a centre or some similar ini-
tiative could help the sector. The results
will be analyzed in the fall with a final
report ready by year end.

Funding for this project is provided in 
Continued on page 2

Centre for agricultural communications education
being studied

University of Guelph students Harriet
Lee, Nicole Beechey and Geoff
Martin are studying the feasibility of
an agricultural communications edu -
cation centre this summer.What do you think? 

Farm writers are invited to comment 
on a possible new agricultural communi-
cations centre in Guelph. 

To make sure you are part of the sur-
v e y, that students will conduct this sum-
m e r, contact student participant Nicole
Beechey at nbeechey@uoguelph.ca.



Kim Waalderbos is the winner of
the 2007 CFWF International
B u r s a r y.

The bursary, funded by Monsanto, goes
towards a CFWF member’s expenses to
attend the International Federation of
Agriculture Journalists annual congress. In
2007 the congress is hosted by farm writers
and communicators in Japan.

Waalderbos works at the University of
Guelph as the co-ordinator of the Students
Promoting Awareness of Research
Knowledge (SPARK) program. As a long-
time contributor to the SPARK program,
Waalderbos has been published in many
leading agriculture publications in Canada.

She is a graduate of the Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture program at the
University of Guelph.

Waalderbos was also the founder of the
Canadian Agricultural Communicators of
Tomorrow group while a student at the uni-
v e r s i t y. She is a director with the Eastern
Canadian Farm Writers A s s o c i a t i o n .

The CFWF International Bursary was
revamped in 2006 and it is intended to
encourage international exposure for
Canadian agriculture journalists and com-
municators, especially in advance of the
I FAJ Congress coming to Canada in 2011 .

The CFWF was encouraged to receive
six applications for the bursary this year,
from across the country. Applicants have to
complete a written application process and
are evaluated by two past-presidents of the
o rganization and a member at large from
across the country.

Active Ontario member wins CFWF
International Bursary
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Look what’s coming the road ....

MAY 31: MFWBA ANNUAL TOUR. 
Explore Eastern Manitoba.  With a tour to
“Wild Eyes Wild  Boar”  farm on the
agenda it’s guaranteed not to be “boring”!
$30 for the day, includes a lunch in
Beautiful Seven Sisters Falls. 

JUNE : If you are in Alberta from June 6 
to  8, partake in some western hospitality
and join  the ALBERTA FARM
WRITER’S ASSOCIATION on their
ANNUAL TOUR in the Cypress Hills
region. 

JULY, 2007: SIMON  FRASER 
UNIVERSITY in Vancouver, BC, is
again offering its series of publishing,
writing, editing and design workshops.
You can check out the program at
www.sfu.ca/pubworks. 

The WORLD’S FIRST BIODIESEL-
POWERED VEHICLE ever to burn up
a track is fueled by high-performance
biodiesel derived from Canola. The
“Corvette Jet Funny Car” campaigned by
Prairieland Motorsports, and sponsored in
part by the Alberta Canola Producers
Commission, will carry the renewable
fuels message to thousands of car enthu-
siast during its 2007 tour. For the car’s
traveling schedule  to Western Canada
Farm shows visit:  www.prairielandmo-
torsports.com.  For more information on
canola biodiesel: www.canola-council.org

SEPTEMBER 27 - 30, 2007: “Taste the 
Future”. Eastern Canada Farm Wr i t e r s ’
Association (ECFWA) welcome dele-
gates to  the C F W F 2007 CONFER-
ENCE in the beautiful Quinte Region, on
the shores of Lake Ontario.

part by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada through the Agricultural Adaptation Council.
If you would like to be sure you are notified about the survey, contact student partici-

pant Nicole Beechey at nbeechey@uoguelph.ca.
To monitor the students’ progress on this research project, visit their blog at

http://acecentre.blogspot.com.
The University of Guelph has a leadership role in agricultural communications. It

offers two undergraduate courses entirely dedicated to agricultural communications, and
is home to the Canadian Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow (CanACT), the only
international arm of the U.S.-based Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow organiza-
tion. This fall, the University will introduce North America’s first open-learning agricul-
tural communications diploma program.

Its time to pull out your best work from the past year!  

The 2007 CFWF Awards Program entry package is now available to download
from: http://www.cfwf.ca

This annual competition showcases the year's best Canadian-produced agricul-
tural communications. 

• Eligibility dates: JUNE 1, 2006 TO MAY 31, 2007. 
• Entries must be postmarked by JUNE 22, 2007.
• Winners will be announced at CFWF Conference in Belleville, Ontario 
on  SEPTEMBER 29, 2007.  

For  questions contact Jeannie Bryson jeannie@quanglo.ca



Manitoban Karli Flinta-Murphy
has been selected as a recipi-
ent of an IFAJ-Alltech Young

Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award.
Flinta-Murphy was one of four winners

chosen from Europe and North A m e r i c a .
Winning means she will get to participate
in this year’s IFAJ congress in Japan
September 17-23, along with three other
winners from Serbia, Great Britain and the
Czech Republic.

“I was ecstatic when I heard about win-
ning the IFAJ-Alltech award,” she said. “I
couldn't believe that I was one of four cho-
sen out of the many other promising appli-
cants from around the globe.”  Since learn-
ing about the award, she says she’s been
busy researching Japanese customs, eti-
quette and language, to be better prepared
for this trip.

“Japan is a country I never would have
dreamt of being able to visit before this
opportunity and now I actually get to
experience its culture first hand,”  she
says, adding that she’s the most excited
about meeting journalists from other coun-
tries.

Flinta-Murphy writes for Farm
Business Communications, focusing on
livestock, grazing, forages and rural
issues. Previously, she edited FBC's
Canola Guide and Diseases, Weeds and
Insects magazines. Majoring in journal-
ism, Flinta-Murphy graduated from Red
River College's Creative Communications
program in Winnipeg. She is currently
obtaining her BA in Communications from
the University of Winnipeg.

Flinta-Murphy mainly focuses on writ-
ing about livestock, grazing, forages and
rural issues. These topics fit her well, as
she owns her own herd of purebred cattle
which she shows nationally.

“I want to know about farm practices
there, especially Japanese beef production,
as livestock is what I mostly write about at

home,”  she says.
This is the second year for this interna-

tional awards competition. CFWF member
Owen Roberts, who chaired the award
selection committee, said the judges were
impressed with Flinta-Murphy’s leadership
potential.

“This award is designed to not only rec-
ognize accomplishments, but potential as
well,” says Roberts. “Karli is poised to go
on and be a leader in the Canadian Farm
Writers Federation and contribute at the
international level.”

Each IFAJ member country was invited
to nominate one candidate for the award.
The main criterion was that the candidate
had to demonstrate a commitment to lead-
ership in agricultural journalism or com-
munications. 

The award is sponsored by A l l t e c h
B i o t e c h n o l o g y, an international firm
focused on improving animal health and
performance though nutritional needs. Its
Canadian office is located in Guelph.

“The bursary sponsored by Alltech is
very important to the organization as it
o ffers IFAJ and the members’ guilds, the
opportunity to identify future leaders,” says
I FAJ president David Markey of Ireland. 

Manitoban wins international young journalist award
By Ashley McCarl SPARK, Guelph
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Journalist Karli Flinta-Murphy writes for
Farm Business Communications, focus -
ing on livestock, grazing, forages and
rural issues.

“I want to know
about farm practices

there, especially
Japanese beef produc-

tion, as livestock is what
I mostly write about at

home.”
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Congratulations to MFWBA
executive member Ed W h i t e ,
reporter for the We s t e r n

P r o d u c e r, who cleaned up recently at the
North American Agricultural Journalists
annual writing contest. He received second
place in the Columns/Analysis category
for “Silence breeds suspicion, no matter
the motive,” third place in the Series cate-
gory for “Commodity Exchanges,” and
honourable mentions in the Features cate-
gory for “Hutterite Isolation” and the
Special Projects category for “The end of
the Crow, 11 years later”.

M F W B A recently honoured long-time
member Dave Wre f o r d with a Life
Membership for his MANY years of dedi-
cation to farm journalism.  As editor of
Country Guide for 30 years before retiring
in 2005, Dave has also been a mentor for
many an up-and-coming farm journalist.

“If Dave doesn’t deserve a lifetime
membership,” said one of those former
trainees-turned-colleagues, Jay W h e t t e r,
“no one does.”

M F W B A got to know the executive
director of the Manitoba Farm A n i m a l
Council, Shanyn Silinski, at a recent
luncheon.  She is a passionate advocate on
behalf of the livestock industry, and a
provider of education to the industry and
the general public.

The MFWBA Annual General
Meeting at InFerno’s Bistro was a truly
gastronomical aff a i r. The fine meal was
accompanied by food for thought from
food researcher D r. Michael Heasman,
who discussed the emergence of the “local
food economy.” On one end, local food is
considered to be the specialities offered at
high-end consumer establishments, while
at the other end of the spectrum, local food
is a security issue and considered a means
by which individuals and communities can
access healthy food on a regular basis.  

D r. Heasman is involved with the
Manitoba Food Charter, which has defined
three main issues:  accessibility to food,

accessibility to nutritious food, and
addressing the disconnect between urban
and rural communities.

M F W B A e x e c u t i v e is experiencing a
changing of the guard as, by a pre-
arranged agreement, Val Ominski com-
pletes one-half year as pres and C ry s t a l
J o r g e n s o n takes over the wheel for the
next half.  Still the same MFWBA you’ve
come to know and love – the one that host-
ed last year’s FABULOUS national con-
ference!!

Congratulations to MFWBA m e m b e r
and Manitoba Co-operator reporter K a r l i
F l i n t a - M u r p h y, who is bound for Japan
in September as one of four winners
worldwide of a professional development
award for young agricultural journalists. 

M F W B A member and former North
American Agricultural Journalists presi-
dent Laura Rance, now the new editor of
the Manitoba Co-operator, recently made a
presentation to the NAAJ on the merger of
Farmers Independent Weekly and the
Manitoba Co-operator. 

The M F W B A annual tour will take
place on May 31, and will include a look
at nifty high-speed optics that identify
wheat kernels as healthy or fusarium-
infected, as well as the treatment of fusari-
um-infected distillers dried grains and sol-
ubles with an electron beam to reduce
DON content.  A wild boar farm, on-farm
quick bread recipes, and lots of food and
drink will round out the day.

All the news that’s fit to print from Manitoba

M F W B A recently honoured long-time
member Dave Wr e f o r d with a Life
Membership for his MANY years of ded -
ication to farm journalism.

MFWBA AGM 2007, Val Ominski
(now past-president) listens to guest
speaker Michael Heasman.  



Two new directors will be sitting around the board table
of the Eastern Canada Farm Writers A s s o c i a t i o n
( E C F WA) this year, and two existing board members

have joined the org a n i z a t i o n s ’ executive. 
Andrew Campbell, Farm Editor with CKNX Radio in

Wingham ON, and Sarah Andrewes, Senior Vice President with
Fleishman Hillard, were named to ECFWA’s board at the org a n i z a-

tions annual meeting held in London ON
May 2. 

Mary Baxter, editor of Voice of the
F a r m e r, joined the ECFWA executive as
Second Vice President, and Kim
Waalderbos from the University of Guelph
has taken over the position of Newsletter
Editor from A d F a r m ’s Jane Robinson, who
held the position for ten years. Jane will
stay on the ECFWA board as a director. 

Other executive members include Lilian
Schaer from the University of Guelph, who
is serving her third year as President, Kelly
Daynard from the Ontario Farm A n i m a l
Council returning for her second year as
First Vice President, John Greig of the
Ontario Farmer as Past President, and Sarah
Brown with Quarry Integrated
Communications who is starting her second
year as ECFWA’s Secretary Tr e a s u r e r.

Also on the board are directors Clare
Illingworth from Ontario Pork and Kristy Nudds with Canadian
P o u l t r y. 

The service of retiring directors Karen Dallimore, a freelance
writer from Rockwood ON, and Blair Andrews with Foodland
Forum, was recognized at the meeting. ECFWA also honoured the
contributions of Karen Lewis, who served as ECFWA’s Secretary
Treasurer for seven years before stepping down last year.

ECFWA board starts year with new members

New agricultural communications program admits first
students

E C F WA’s 2007-08 Board back from left: John Greig, A n d rew Campbell, Sarah
Andrewes, Clare Illingworth, Mary Baxter, Kristy Nudds. 
F ront from left: Sarah Brown, Kelly Daynard, Lilian Schaer, Jane Robinson, Kim
Waalderbos

The University of Guelph has admitted the first students
to its innovative new graduate-level open-learning pro-
gram in agricultural communications.

The program, which begins in September, is open to partici-
pants with an agricultural degree, or those with a combination of
education and experience in agriculture.

And that’s what the cohort consists of, so far – a mix of recent
graduates from accredited university agricultural programs, and
professionals who have been working in the communications and
marketing field for five- to 10 years.   

The diploma program will be taught by instructors from both
Canada and the U.S. who will cover five courses over a 16-month
span. Students can apply for late admission until the end of June
for the 2007-2008 cohort.

Because it is Internet based, the program will take advantage
of electronic communications with virtual internships, a digital
photo gallery, a webcast research magazine and segments devot-
ed to incorporating agricultural communications into what’s pop-
ularly become known as electronic social communication. 

“We want students to graduate from this program with up-to-
date skills to succeed and advance in agricultural communica-
tions,” says CFWF member Owen Roberts, academic coordinator
for the program.

For more information, visit the program website at
w w w.agcommunications.ca or contact Roberts
(owen@uoguelph.ca) at 519-824-4120 Ext. 58278 or Lise
S m e d m o r, the manager of program development in the university’s
Office of Open Learning, at 519-824-4120 Ext. 53412.
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Only four months remain until
members of the Eastern Canada
Farm Wr i t e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n

(ECFWA) welcome delegates to Canadian
Farm Wr i t e r s ’ Federation (CFWF)  2007
conference, planned for the beautiful
Quinte Region, on the shores of Lake
Ontario.

Plans are almost complete for the four-
day event, to be held September 27 to 30,
2007. The agenda will begin with optional
workshops on the Thursday afternoon,
being held in conjunction with Loyalist
C o l l e g e ’s School of Journalism. The cost
for these optional workshops is $25. Space
is limited so participants will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis.

On Thursday evening, delegates will be
introduced to the area and the conference’s
theme of “Taste the Future” via a welcom-
ing reception showcasing some of the
a r e a ’s finest specialty foods, cheeses,
wines and more. 

F r i d a y ’s program will centre around a
choice of two day-long bus tours. Tour A
will take delegates north of Belleville to
tour a renowned agricultural museum,
local sales barn, buffalo farm and apiary
with lunch at an award-winning sugar
bush.

Tour B will take participants into Prince
Edward County with stops at an heirloom
vegetable farm, winery or cidery, mush-
room, sod and dairy goat farms. Lunch
will be at the picturesque Isaiah Tu b b s
Resort and Conference Centre overlooking
the famed Sandbanks Provincial Park.

On Friday night, all conference dele-

gates will reconvene for a dinner cruise on
Lake Ontario.

S a t u r d a y ’s agenda will begin with the
CFWF annual meeting followed by two
panel discussions, keynote speaker Roy
McGregor and three afternoon workshops
on topics of relevance to agricultural jour-
nalists and communicators.

Other conference favourites, including
an annual banquet, awards ceremony and
performance by the GMOs, will all be
back by popular demand.

The cost to register is $125 for CFWF
members (prior to the early bird deadline
of August 31, 2007). After that date, the
cost increases to $150. The committee has
also established one-day rates, non-mem-
ber rates, student rates and rates for those

wishing to bring spouses to either the boat
cruise or banquet only.  All registration
information and other conference details –
including a complete agenda with links to
tour sites, hotel information, travel tips to
Belleville and more are now available on
the ECFWA website at www.ecfwa.ca. 

The ECFWA looks forward to hosting
you in Belleville in September. In the
meantime, if you have any questions,
please contact either:
• Lilian Schaer, Office of Research,
University of Guelph:
lilian@uoguelph.ca  or 519-824-4120 ext.
5 3 7 8 1
• Kelly Daynard, Ontario Farm A n i m a l
Council: kdaynard@ofac.org or 519-837-
1326, extension 224

Counting down to CFWF’s annual conference in Ontario

The dates for the 2008 CFWF conference have been set!
The event will be held October 2 to 4, 2008, in Courtenay, British 

Columbia. 
Courtenay is located in the heart of the Comox Valley, about half way up

the east coast of beautiful Vancouver Island. The region is known for its fer-
tile soil, temperate climate and diversity of agri-food production and pro-
cessing.

CFWF members will have the opportunity to explore the area’s thriving
dairy, cranberry and shellfish industries, and learn about specialty products
such as organic greenhouse sprouts, wasabi and pine mushrooms. With a bit
of luck, we might also be among the first to sample the wares of a new
scotch distillery currently in development!

The Comox Valley region recently identified food and beverage process-
ing as its number one economic development priority, and has backed this
up with an aggressive marketing campaign. For a sneak preview, go to
www.agrifoodcomoxvalley.com.
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There are two types of people in
the world: those that love food
and those that fear it. According

to Wayne Roberts, project coordinator with
the Toronto Food Policy Council, it’s more
likely that those that fear it are those that
write about it.

For the past 15 years, groups like the
Toronto Food Policy Council have been
bringing together members of the food
chain, and through his involvement
Roberts has his finger on the collective
pulse of the city. He shared some of his
findings at the 2007 ECFWA A n n u a l
General Meeting in London, Ontario.

A psychiatrist isn’t typically a happy
guy, began Roberts. A good psychiatrist is
more likely to have worked through some
tough issues that will help to generate
some empathy with his clients. Similarly, a
food reporter is most likely to have anxi-
eties about food, which plays well into the
media demand for stories about food prob-
lems. 

Unfortunately this fear brought to food
has backfired, says Roberts. “We lose a lot
of possibilities because of uptightness,”
says Roberts, who sees a growing trend
toward local food as we try to satisfy the
hunger of those who are developing a love
for food as they leave their worries – the
weight, health problems and media-gener-
ated anxiety – at the entrance to the many
farm markets that are springing up across
the City of Toronto.

The local food movement has begun

and through initiatives like Local Flavour
Plus in Toronto, a program that helps to
develop and support locally-grown food
inclusion in institutional food contracts,
Roberts is seeing that people are willing to
pay more for local food that is produced
sustainably with “elements of authenticity
about it.”  He sees the current explosion in
the popularity of farmers’ markets as fill-
ing the consumers need for that authentici-
t y, fulfilling their need to see the face of
the farmer that has grown their food.

Roberts sees a few drivers emerging as
the food industry evolves. Many con-
sumers are looking at food with the bio-
medical approach, where the value of food
is in the nutrients it provides and food is
regarded as a utility. Many are torn by
buying decisions: they want good food but
convenience matches health as a consider-
ation as they eat their breakfast in the car
on the way to work. Others are joining the
slow food movement, placing emphasis on
the social aspects of mealtime. This view
sees food as a force that brings people
t o g e t h e r, an inclusiveness that in itself
leads to better health. 

The agri-food approach to production
dropped the ‘culture’ out of agriculture.
Roberts predicts that within ten years we
will see the failure of the ‘food as a com-
m o d i t y ’ approach to production. T h e
whole process is environmentally unsus-
tainable, being based on cheap fuel. We’ve
created an industry that is trying to com-
pete with huge subsidies from deep pock-

ets in the US and Europe and low produc-
tion costs in places like Brazil and India,
states Roberts. “Those days are quickly
ending.” In terms of experience our gener-
ation has only known an abundance of
food. For the past 40 years this chronic
overproduction has driven prices down. As
land becomes scarce, the population
increases, global warming takes its toll and
the soil becomes degraded, North America
may cease to be the breadbasket of the
world. 

What then, demands Roberts, who
believes that we’ve only got local agricul-
ture as our insurance program? 

Roberts sees opportunity here for farm-
ers. At this stage of the cycle the biggest
challenge to the local food movement is
supply: there’s a lag in the ability of local
producers of food such as eggs to meet
demand.  

He also points to the huge ethnic popu-
lation in Toronto, with half of the city born
outside of Canada, there’s a growing a
demand for specialty crops that should be
able to be grown in Ontario. For example,
Ethiopian cuisine uses grain from a fine-
stemmed, tufted annual grass called teff to
make bread called Injera as a staple of
their diet: why can’t we grow teff in
Ontario?

As a food lover Roberts believes that
cooking from scratch, eating together and
lingering over food are worthy objectives
that encourage food to bring health, not
just nutrients, to the table.

Toronto food trends reveal market opportunities
By Karen Dallimore, Freelancer 

Based on  a presentation by Wayne Roberts, Toronto Food Policy Council, to the 2007 ECFWA annual general meeting.

Freelance Writing Opportunity
Contributed by soon-to-be CFWF member Erin Taman Athmer, Communications Manager, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers is looking for freelance writers! We publish a quarterly magazine that goes out to approximately 
18,000 pulse growers and we are looking for talented people who love working for farmers. Do you get excited about profile pieces?
Do you have a knack for distilling technical ‘research-speak’into everyday language. Do you know what a faba bean is? If so, send
an email to Erin Taman Athmer, Communications Manager at eathmer@saskpulse.com or give me a call at 306-668-9988. (Please
note we are interested in writers from all regions of Canada as we often do pieces that involve work beyond our SK borders.) To see
past issues of PulsePoint magazine surf over to www.saskpulse.com. 
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Since Small Farm Canada magazine has been publishing
for three years now, it can hardly pretend to be a new
publication. Instead, it is a . . .what—gangly teen?,

fledgling? I’m not sure I want to know the answer!
From the advertising and circulation point of view, we know

we have a long way to go before we could be considered a
mature publication. We still encounter lots of farmers at trade
shows and even some sizeable potential advertisers who have
never heard of us. Depending on how you see things, that is
either very good news (lots more prospective subscribers and
advertisers) or very bad news (why haven’t they heard of us
y e t ? ! ) .

With several large circulation drives underway, Small Farm
Canada expects to reach 10,000 paid subscribers sometime in the
fall of 2007, and a total circulation of over 16,000. About 40%
of our readership is in Ontario and we
have subscribers in every province and ter-
r i t o r y.

As for editorial, I hope to see it change
and stay the same. Meaning? I want to see
the magazine continue to respond to reader
feedback and to changing dynamics of
small farming. Since the first issue, in the
spring of 2004, the editorial has definitely
drifted from a lifestyle perspective to a
more business perspective. W h e r e a s
money was rarely mentioned in the first
few issues, it is often at least mentioned,
and occasionally is the focus of, articles in
more recent issues. If readers tell us to
shift the editorial focus again, then we’ll
do so.

In contrast. I don’t want to see the mag-
azine budge from its positive (dare I say
it?) fun-loving approach. Readers tell us
they love the cartoons and goofy facts. In
my opinion, there are enough farm publi-
cations out there freighted with doom and
gloom stories without us needing to add
our squeaky voice to the mix. Is this sugar-

coating reality? Maybe, but as a small farmer myself I know
there are non-economic factors to small farming, factors which
often bring great satisfaction and joy. Money (or lack thereof) is
but one aspect of farming. As long as I’m at the wheel of the
magazine, I intend to see farming portrayed for the rich, diverse,
invigorating, irritating, wonderful endeavor that it is!

What would I like to see in the way of stories in future edi-
tions? I’d like more profiles, especially of farmers who are farm-
ing well—farmers who raise first rate cattle, or grow superb veg-
etables or great grains. Our readers want to know who they are,
and how they do it. I’d also like to see more, and better, plans for
buildings, shelters and feeders.

Some of our sturdiest stories have been provided by profes-
sional farm writers. We look forward to publishing more of their
work in years to come.

“Small Farm Canada” grows . . up
By Tom Henry, British Columbia Farm Writers’Associaton (BCFWA)

Editor, Small Farm Canada  

“ T R A C TOR T I M E ” by Ray Ford,
and published in Small Farm Canada,
was submitted as the Canadian entry in
the I FAJ STAR PRIZE 2007 c o m p e t i-
tion. Each member country can submit
one article of their choosing that has
“wide agricultural interest”. 

“Tractor Time”  was the gold winner
in the Technical Feature category in the
CFWF 2006  competition.  

The awards will be presented during
the international congress of IFAJ in
Japan , September 17-23, 2007 . 

If the entry wins an award it will be a
Canadian first in the competition. 

For more information on the award
visit:  www.ifaj.org

KUDOS! 
The International Centre for Sustainable Cities’ (ICSC) Cuba Project “Enhancing Sustainable Dairy Production Capacity in Cuba” 

won the prestigious Sustainable Development of Natural Resources or Protection of the Environment Award, as part of the 15th Annual
Canadian Aw a rds for International Cooperation. As Senior Associate and Project Manager,  BCFWA member W E N D Y H O L M
accepted the award on May 23, in Fredericton, New Brunswick, on behalf of ICSC.  For more information:  www.icsc.ca
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AWARD OPPORTUNITIES. AWARD  WINNERS. REGIONAL NEWS THAT IS FIT
TO PRINT.  EVENTS  TO “SPARK” UP THE  SUMMER. REFLECTIONS.  WRITING
OPPORTUNITIES.  NEW MEMBER PROFILES. 

Please send your contributions, for publication in the next issue of
The Farm Journalist, to: Connie Duivenvoorden: agrofare@telus.net;
Tel: 604-541-3964. 
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Nine University of Guelph stu-
dents are spending their sum-
mer immersed in research com-

munications projects as members of the
popular SPARK program. SPA R K
(Students Promoting Awareness of
Research Knowledge) teaches students
how to communicate research news stories
and create publications that promote the
understanding of science. 

Seven full time and two part time writ-
ers make up the SPARK team this summer,
which will be focusing on a variety of
research communications projects related
to agriculture, food, health and life sci-
ences. 

Lindsay Brown, a third year biomedical
toxicology student and Arthur Churchyard,
a third year arts and science major, are
both experienced SPARK writers. Lindsay,
in her second year with SPARK, is co-
ordinating the annual Seed of the Ye a r
competition, which recognizes excellence
in public seed breeding. Arthur, beginning
his third year as a SPARK writer, is head-
ing up the development of the new publi-
cation Conduit for the Canadian Obesity
Network. 

“This is an exciting project to work
on,” says Arthur. “We’re educating people
about the connection between food and
health, and gaining valuable skills to help
us in our careers at the same time.”

New to the SPARK team are third year

commerce student
Kaitlyn Little,
Ashley McCarl, a
fourth year bio-
logical engineer-
ing student,
fourth year bio-
medical science
major Matt Teeter
and Sarah Va n
Engelen, a fourth
year agricultural
science student.
Also joining
S PARK on a part
time basis are
Katharine Found, a
second year veteri-
nary student, and
Mihiri DeSilva, a
second year environmental science major.

One of Matt and Kaitlyn’s first assign-
ments is to help write articles about the
Barcode of Life Symposium held May 10-
11, 2007 at the University of Guelph. This
event is focused on DNA barcoding – a
world-leading technology that helps identi-
fy species based on their genes. T h e
U n i v e r s i t y ’s Biodiversity Institute of
Ontario is the world’s first centre for high-
volume DNA barcoding. 

“This project allows me to use my bio
science background on a project that
Guelph is having a global impact on,” says

Matt.
Sarah is starting off her SPARK experi-

ence by co-ordinating MaRS Landing’s
newsletter the SaTELLITE, which links,
agriculture, food and human health, and
Ashley, Katharine and Mihiri are immers-
ing themselves in agriculture by writing
for several publications, including the
Guelph Mercury and the Grower. 

Leading the group are SPARK Co-ordi-
nator Kim Waalderbos, University of
Guelph Director of Research
Communications Owen Roberts and Lilian
S c h a e r, who manages marketing and com-
munications in the Office of Research.

SPARKing up their summer
By Sarah Van Engelen and Lilian Schaer

University of Guelph’s summer SPARK team back from left:
A rthur Churc h y a rd, Nicole Beechey, Lindsay Brown, A s h l e y
McCarl, Harriet Lee, Matt Teeter, Lilian Schaer. Front from left:
Owen Roberts, Kim Waalderbos, Kaitlyn Little, Sarah Va n
Engelen, Geoff Martin


